
Sirs  
  
I grew up in the delta and saw the effects of the pumping at Tracy right away mainly by the changes in 
fishing. For 20 years I have written to various government officials suggesting putting the pumping plants 
below Rio Vista. Use "side stream" pumping plants spread out along the east bank. Now all you do is a 
short pipe line to Tracy and into the canal system. Now you make every water district allow a % of spill to 
go through the delta which they can recover. You cannot do that with pumps at Clarksburg. In fact we 
could rewater the San Joaquin and the Kings Rivers and allow the districts to pick it back up. There would 
need to be at least two cross valley canals to send water East (which we need anyway). The Delta would 
benefit from natural flow, cleaner water, and less variation in water levels. I am sure we could install salt 
water monitors downstream from the pumps and protect against salt water intrusion. I have never 
understood why this idea was not looked at. For all the money that has been thrown around let the delta 
work for you run water through it. Also in good water years farmers could pick up extra water below Rio 
Vista but with the pumps at Clarksburg it just goes to the ocean. I guess the simple fix is to cheap! We 
also need to side stream pump off all our coastal rivers and send it to the Sacramento 90% of that water 
simply flows to the ocean. The San Joaquin behind Millerton to the base of Mammoth Pool is a unutilized 
and inaccessible (one trail and once you walk in you will never do it again I hunt and fish in that area and 
have never seen an enviro make that walk) Raise Millerton or go above it and build another Millerton but 
back the water up to the base of Mammoth Pool. The simplest increase in storage would be to dam Los 
Banos Creek south of San Luis Res.  and Tunnel between the two reservoir's  now you could use the 
same pumping plant to fill both reservoir's> I guess simple is stupid Howard Jaquith 
 


