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Lead Scientist’s Report 
 

Summary: This report covers three items, 1) the recent release of the 2012 Long-term 
Operations Opinions Annual Review Panel Report, 2) the Delta Science Program’s 
successful application for two California Sea Grant State Fellows, and 3) the ongoing 
planning and development of the Delta Science Plan. 
 

 
2012 Long-term Operations Opinions Annual Review Panel Report 
At the request of National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), the Delta Science Program 
employed the services of an Independent Science Panel (Panel) to review the 
effectiveness of the implementation of the Reasonable Prudent Alternatives (RPAs) in 
the NMFS’ and USFWS’ Biological Opinions for the long-term operations of the state 
and federal water projects. Since meeting publicly on Oct. 31-Nov. 1, 2012, the Panel 
has completed its review report. The report provides recommendations to the agencies 
for making science-based adjustments to the RPAs and/or their implementation for the 
next water year. More information about the 2012 Long-term Operations Annual Review 
and access to the Panel report is located at: http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/events/science-
program-review/2012-long-term-operations-opinions-annual-review-0 
 
California Sea Grant State Fellows 
The Delta Science Program successfully applied for two California Sea Grant State 
Fellows. This fellowship program provides an opportunity to acquire “on the job” 
experience in the planning and implementation of marine and coastal resource policies 
and programs in California. The program matches highly motivated and qualified 
graduate students and recent graduates with hosts in State or Federal agencies in 
California for a 12-month paid fellowship. Two fellows, Emily Mortazavi and Katie 
Morrice, will join the Delta Science Program in January 2013. Their work will address 
Delta science-policy topics and support the Delta Independent Science Board. For more 
information about the California Sea Grant State Fellowship Program visit: http://www-
csgc.ucsd.edu/EDUCATION/STATEFELLOW/StateFellow_current.html  
 
Ongoing Planning and Development of the Delta Science Plan 
The Proposed Final Draft Delta Plan recommends that the Delta Science Program 
develop a Delta Science Plan that addresses among other items, a collaborative 
institutional and organizational structure for conducting science in the Delta (Delta Plan 
recommendation GR 1). The Lead Scientist will update the Council on the latest Delta 
Science Plan concepts, including responses to Council recommendations from the 
previous Council meeting and next steps. 
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