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Drought and the Delta: A Report on Dry Year Conditions and Their Impacts on the
Reliability of California’s Water Supplies and the Delta Ecosystem

Summary: A panel of experts will discuss what current drought conditions mean, what
emergency measures are in place or could be triggered, how the cutbacks will likely
affect water agencies south and north of the Delta, and what all this could mean in
economic terms.

Background

At your June meeting, Department of Water Resources Deputy Director Paul Helliker
briefed the Council on the current status of water operations in the Delta and any
impacts affecting operations as a result of dry conditions in the Sacramento Valley. The
Council agreed that, given the current challenging conditions for the state’s water
supplies, staff would provide regular updates on drought conditions, water operations,
and the related impacts on stakeholders and the Delta ecosystem through the end of
2013 and beyond as needed and as conditions remain dry.

The 2013 January-May period is the driest on record (since 1920) for all regions of the
Sierra. This has prompted dramatic cutbacks in the amount of water that will be
delivered by the state and federal water projects, and fears that by the end of summer
several of the state’s reservoirs will be at record low levels.

It is the intent of this series of presentations to provide the Council with information to
better understand how current conditions impact the Delta and the coequal goals. The
presentations may, over the course of the dry period, suggest actions that could be
taken to improve the reliability of water supplies or protect the Delta ecosystem during
future dry years. These may provide the basis for the Council to make
recommendations to agencies responsible for management of water supplies or the
Delta ecosystem, for referrals to the Delta Plan implementation committee, or for future
updates of the Delta Plan.

At today’s meeting Gary Bardini, DWR deputy director for integrated water
management, will follow-up to the June Council presentation, providing a review of the
water year conditions, state and federal delivery reductions, and focus on what DWR is
doing to help ease impacts and plan for next year, what emergency actions may kick in,
and when they would be triggered, and planning for drought outreach in general.

We will also have a panel of experts to discuss the impacts of state and federal delivery
reductions for agricultural users in the San Joaquin Valley and urban users in the Bay
Area, the impacts to water users in the Sacramento Valley, and the potential impacts to
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water quality in the western Delta and what near-term and long-range plans are being
considered by all should these conditions persist.
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