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DRAFT 10/7/13 – SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

For Review and Adoption by the DSC at the October 24-25, 2013 Meeting 
 

DELTA STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL 
September 26, 2013 

West Sacramento City Hall Galleria 
1110 West Capitol Avenue, West Sacramento, CA 95691 

 
MEETING SUMMARY 

 
 
September 26, 2013, 9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions  

 
The meeting was called to order at 9:07 a.m., September 26, 2013, by Chair Phil 
Isenberg.   
 
2. Roll Call – Establish a Quorum (Water Code §85210.5)  

 
Roll call was taken and a quorum established.  The following members were present:  
Patrick Johnston, Frank Damrell, Randy Fiorini, Gloria Gray, Phil Isenberg and Don 
Nottoli.  Absent:  Hank Nordhoff.  Without objection, the Council recessed into Closed 
Session. 
 
3. Closed Executive Session – Litigation:  (Not open to the public) (Government  
 Code §1126 (e)(2)(a), (e)(2)(B)(i)) (Action Item) 
 Lawsuits:  San Luis and Delta Mendota Water Authority/Westlands vs. Delta  
 Stewardship Council 
 North Coast Rivers Alliance vs. Delta Stewardship Council 
 City of Stockton vs. Delta Stewardship Council 
 State Water Contractors/Metropolitan Water District of Southern California vs.  
 Delta Stewardship Council  
 Friends of the River, et al vs. Delta Stewardship Council  
 Save the California Delta Alliance vs. Delta Stewardship Council  
 Central Delta Water Agency, et al vs. Delta Stewardship Council  
 
The Closed Session of the Delta Stewardship Council convened at 9:10 a.m., with Chair 
Phil Isenberg presiding.   
 
4. Reconvene Open Session 
 
The Closed Session adjourned at 11:05 a.m. and the Open Session of the Delta 
Stewardship Council reconvened at 11:09 a.m., with no announcements made.   
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5. Chair’s Report 
 
Chair Isenberg announced it was Council member Don Nottoli’s last meeting and 
presented Don with a plaque in appreciation of his service.  Following Chair Isenberg’s 
presentation, the other Council members all made brief remarks about Don’s 
commitment and what a pleasure he was to work with and they all wished him well. 
 
6. Executive Officer’s Report (Information Item) 
 
Executive Officer, Chris Knopp announced Lead Engineer Carl Lischeske’s retirement 
on November 5 and web designer Dusty Boeger’s departure on September 30.  Mr. 
Knopp also noted Chris Hahn, a web designer and Garrett Lyle, a Senior Environmental 
Scientist have joined the Council staff.  
 
Next, Mr. Knopp briefly updated the Council on activities that have taken place in the 
last month including a budget change proposal as a result of staff’s analysis of 
resources  needed to support the Council in its new role; a meeting Mr. Knopp attended 
that addressed forest management to enhance water yields; work staff is doing, 
including development of an annual report that expected to be completed the first of the 
year; and planning for the Delta Plan Implementation Committee. 
 
At the conclusion of the Executive Officer’s Report Chair Isenberg drew the Council’s 
attention to the DSC Bill Tracking Report and the End of Session Enrolled Bills for 2013 
that were included in the Council members’ binders. 
 
7. Adoption of the August 22, 2013 Meeting Summary (Action Item) 
 
Chair Isenberg asked if there were any questions, suggestions or comments from the 
Council or public regarding the August 22, 2013 Meeting Summary - there were none.   
 
Motion: (Offered by Johnston; seconded by Nottoli) to approve the August 22, 2013, 
meeting summary.  
 
Vote: (6/0: Johnston, Gray, Damrell, Fiorini, Isenberg, Nottoli) and the motion was 
adopted.  
 
The video showing this vote can be found at: http://dsc.videossc.com/archives/092613/ 
Agenda Item 7.  Archive Segment Number 4 of 12 at 00:13. 
 
8. Presentation from the 2013 Class of Science Fellows for the Delta Science 

Program (Information Item) 
 
Agenda Item 8 was presented by Dr. Peter Goodwin.  Dr. Goodwin briefed the Council 
on the Delta Science Fellows Program that funds postdoctoral and graduate 
researchers to work with mentors from universities and non-academic organizations on 
Delta research priorities.  Dr. Goodwin explained how the purpose of the Science 



Agenda Item:  7 
Meeting Date:  October 24-25, 2013 
Page 3 

 

Fellows Program is to build collaborative science links between universities, agencies 
and organizations that conduct science in the Delta.  Dr. Goodwin introduced the 
incoming Fellows for the 2013 Class who each participated in a two-day Early Career 
Leadership Workshop, organized by the Delta Science Program in conjunction with 
California Sea Grant.  Each fellow provided a two-minute presentation on their research 
project to the Council.  
 
9. Bay Delta Conservation Plan (Information Item) 
 
Agenda Item 9 was introduced by Dan Ray.  Mr. Ray, joined by Karla Nemeth, 
California Resources Agency and Carl Wilcox, California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, presented the second of several updates on the Bay Delta Conservation Plan 
(BDCP).  The series of presentations are provided in anticipation of the release of the 
final draft BDCP as well as the review of its draft EIR/S. The BDCP presentation 
included an overview of BCDP’s adaptive management program and provisions for its 
governance.  Throughout the presentation, Mr. Ray, Ms. Nemeth and Mr. Wilcox heard 
Council members’ comments and answered Council members’ questions and provided 
clarification.   
 
Following the discussion of Agenda Item 9, Chair Isenberg asked if there were any 
members of the public who wished to comment. 
 
Public Comment – Agenda Item 9: 
 
Burt Wilson, Public Water News Service, said he considered Council member Nottoli  a 
vital voice on the Council.  Mr. Wilson asked the Council what the back-up plan was in 
the event BDCP did not happen.  Chair Isenberg stated that the Council was not 
working on an alternative plan should BDCP fail as that was not the Council’s mandate.  
Mr. Wilson stated the latest Google map shows five islands in the Delta that are flooded 
and asked if the Council would investigate as it was misleading.  Chair Isenberg stated 
that the Council would not investigate Google’s accuracy or inaccuracy.  Next, Mr. 
Wilson stated the Council should consider a through-Delta conveyance alternative with 
habitat restoration and Mr. Wilson and Chair Isenberg continued their discussion about 
the various aspects of BDCP. 
 
At the conclusion of public comment for Agenda Item 9, the Council recessed for lunch 
at 12:40 p.m., resuming the Council meeting at 1:40 p.m. 
 
10. Delta Independent Science Board Report (Information Item) 
a. Chair’s Report 
Dr. Tracy Collier, Chair of the Delta ISB presented the Delta Independent Science 
Board Report.  Dr. Collier reported on the Delta ISB’s July public teleconference and the 
September public meeting.  At the July 12 teleconference, the Delta ISB discussed and 
approved its comment letter on the first draft of the Delta Science Plan, where they 
supported the overall approach taken by the Delta Science Program in development of 
the draft.  Dr. Collier stated the ISB sees a need for a Science Plan and Program that 
provides greater scientific unity and synthesis to support Delta management decisions 
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and policies.  The first day of the Sept. 12-13 public meeting included a boat tour of the 
habitation restoration projects in the Delta.  The second day of the public meeting the 
Delta ISB reviewed and approved comments on the second draft of the Delta Science 
Plan where, in general, the ISB found the second draft to be responsive to its comments 
on the first draft and more comprehensive, but expressed concern that the plan seemed 
to lack detail on the financial support and agency motivation needed to be successful. 
 
Throughout the Delta ISB Report, Dr. Collier heard Council members’ comments, 
answered questions and provided clarification.  Following the discussion of the Delta 
ISB Report, Chair Isenberg asked if there were any members of the public who wished 
to comment, there were none. 
 
11. Delta Science Plan (Action Item) 
 
Dr. Peter Goodwin, joined by Dr. Tracy Collier, Dr. Rainer Hoenicke, and Dr. Lauren 
Hastings presented Agenda Item 11 on the Second Draft of the Delta Science Plan.  Dr. 
Goodwin provided a summary of the public comments received on the second draft and 
highlighted some of the revisions that are under way in response to the 
recommendations from the Council, Delta ISB and public.  Dr. Goodwin presented a 
PowerPoint that updated the Council on the Delta Science Plan and its milestones, 
development, and next steps.  The PowerPoint has been posted on the Council website 
at 
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Item_11_Delta_Science_Pla
n_Presentation.pdf 
 
Throughout the presentation, Dr. Goodwin and the panel heard Council members’ 
comments and answered Council members’ questions and provided clarification.  
Following the presentation, Chair Isenberg asked if there were any questions or 
comments.   
 
Public Comment – Agenda Item 11: 
 
Val Connor, State and Federal Contractors Water Agency, spoke in support of the 
Second Draft Delta Science Plan as an employee of the State and Federal Contractors 
Water Agency, co-chair of Collaborative Adaptive Management Team and a member of 
the California Water Quality Monitoring Council.  Ms. Connor commended the staff on 
the evolution of the Plan and addressing comments and concerns of putting more 
specificity into the plan so public water agencies understand where their seat at the 
table is.  She stated she appreciated the attention on the methods for managing 
scientific disagreements as well as focusing on improving monitoring data management 
and assessment.   
 
Following the Public Comment, without objection, the Council requested a third Draft 
Delta Science Plan be presented to the Council at the October meeting.   
 
The video showing this action can be found at http://dsc.videossc.com/archives/092613/ 
Agenda Item 10.  Archive Segment Number 8 of 12 at 00:39. 
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12. Delta Science Program (Information Item) 
a. Lead Scientist’s Report 
Dr. Peter Goodwin reported on the Delta Science Program activities including his 
participation in the International Association for HydroEnvironment Engineering and 
Research World Congress, held in China; covered actions training being conducted by 
Council staff; and upcoming science events, the Annual Long-term Operations 
Biological Opinions Review and the Workshop for the SWRCB on the Science of Delta 
Outflows, both scheduled in November.  Dr. Goodwin concluded the Lead Scientist 
Report by requesting Emily Mortazavi join him to present “By the Numbers”, which was 
handed out at the meeting and is posted on the Council website at 
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Item_12a_Attach_1_By_The
_Numbers.pdf. By the Numbers was developed by Ms. Mortazavi and is a sampling of 
current Delta water and environmental information that she has provided to the Council, 
monthly.  On this month’s report, Ms. Mortazavi added a graphic that rated the data 
provided, from good to bad, compared to average.  Chair Isenberg was impressed with 
the addition of the graphic and stated it was a good example and the closest thing he 
has seen to performance measures. 
 
Throughout the report, Dr. Goodwin answered Council members’ questions and 
provided clarification.  At the conclusion of the Lead Scientist’s Report, Chair Isenberg 
asked if there were any members of the public who wished to comment on this item.  
There were none. 
 
13. Public Comment 
 
Chair Isenberg asked if there were any members of the public who wished to address 
the Council.  There were none. 
 
14. Preparation for Next Council Meeting – Discuss (a) expected agenda items; 

(b) new work assignments for staff; (c) requests from Council members; and 
(e) confirm next meeting date – October 24-25, 2013. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 2:35 p.m.  
 


