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Priority

Guiding Language (Delta Reform Act or
Delta Plan policy/recommendation)

Lead Agency

Council Role

Example Work Plan/Next Steps

Provide a More Reliable Water Supply for California

Reduce Reliance on the Delta

WR P1 (Reduce Reliance on the Delta
Through Improved Regional Water Self
Reliance) and its associated
recommendations, WR R1 (Implement
Water Efficiency and Water Management
Planning Laws), WR R4 (Expanded Water
Recommendations, WR R13 (Complete
Surface Water Storage Studies) and WR
R14 (Identifying Other Storage
Opportunities)

Local water suppliers
with Department of
Water Resources
(DWR) and State
Water Resources
Control Board
(SWRCB)

Coordinate, Inform,
Ensure Consistency

We are renewing our interagency agreement with the Inland Empire Utilities Agency so that Martha Davis can
return to guide a strategy for these activities.

Increase Storage

WR R13 (Complete Surface Storage
Studies) and identifying other storage
opportunities (WR R14)

DWR with California
Water Commission
and local agencies

Comment, Ensure
Accountability,
Inform

DSC will track and report on the completion of the surface water storage studies (which are behind schedule,
but currently scheduled for release this spring), review and comment on the draft studies, and use Council
hearings and communications such as speakers or op eds to urge decisions about how to proceed with
increasing storage. To identify other storage opportunities, we will coordinate with the California Water
Commission and ACWA on their review of storage opportunities, and publicize the results with op eds and other
communications.

Transfers WR R15 (Improve Processes for Reviewing |DWR and SWRCB Coordinate, This priority of the draft California Water Action Plan. Developing a DSC strategy to coordinate with DWR and
and Approving Water Transfers Affecting Comment, Ensure the SWRCB as they address this will be a top priority for the principal engineer we are now seeking to hire.
the Delta) Accountability
Groundwater WR R9 (Update DWR’s Bulletin 118 DWR, SWRCB, and Coordinate, The Planning Division will coordinate with DWR, the Natural Resources Agency, the SWRCB, and local and
California’s Groundwater Management local agencies Comment, Ensure regional agencies to support actions they propose to implement the California Water Action Plan’s groundwater
Plan), WR R10 (Implement Groundwater Accountability, recommendations. A detailed plan for DSC actions will be developed when we have a new principal engineer.
Management Plan in Areas that Receive Inform In the short term, we are drafting comments on the SWRCB’s Groundwater Action Plan, and will urge them to
Water from the Delta’s Watershed), and act boldly to improve groundwater management. We will hold an oversight hearing on groundwater and the
WR R11 (Recover and Manage Critically Delta in spring, 2014, and subsequently may draft an issue paper on the groundwater. Communications such as
Over Drafted Groundwater Basins) speakers or op eds will urge action on the recommendations of the issue paper and the California Water Action
Plan. Finally, the water management framework to be developed by the Delta Science Program will incorporate
groundwater into its conceptual model for managing California water supplies.
Protect, Restore, and Enhance the Delta Ecosystem
Flows ER R1 (Update the SWRCB'’s Delta Flow SWRCB Inform The Delta Science Program will provide science support to the SWRCB as it updates the flow objectives and
Objectives) other, related water quality objectives in its Bay-Delta Plan. In addition, comments on SWRCB’s EIRs or other
documents about its Delta flow objectives will be prepared and submitted. The Delta Science Program will also
support efforts to adaptively manage flows affecting Delta and long fin smelt compliance with the current
BiOps’ requirements by participating in the Collaborative Adaptive Management Team. In addition, the Delta
Science Program will support the ISB’s review of the adaptive management programs supporting management
of flows affecting fish.
BDCP WR R12 (Complete the BDCP) Federal, state, and [Comment We will review and comment on the BDCP and its EIR this spring. This includes hosting the independent science

local agencies

panel reviewing the BDCP’s effects analysis and the Delta Independent Science Board’s review of the BDCP and
its dEIR/S. Council briefings on the BDCP will continue through at least spring. After the comment period closes,
will consult with DWR and DFW as they respond to comments. A potential appeal of the BDCP to the Council is

not likely before 2015.
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Habitat Restoration

ER P2 (Prioritize and Implement Projects to
Restore Delta Habitats), ER P2 (Restore
Habitats at Appropriate Elevations), ER P3
(Protect Opportunities to Restore Habitat)

Department of Fish
and Wildlife (DFW),
DWR, Delta
Conservancy

Coordinate, Ensure
Consistency, Inform,
Ensure
Accountability

In spring, we will draft an issue paper on Delta habitat restoration, recommending some priority actions to
accelerate and improve habitat restoration, following up on the ISB’s report and the Council’s oversight
hearings on habitat restoration in 2013. Communications such as speakers or op eds will urge action on
recommendations in the Delta Plan, the issue paper and the California Water Action Plan. In addition, the
Planning Division will coordinate with Solano, Yolo, and Sacramento Counties as they complete Habitat
Conservation Plans that affect the Delta. We will also actively review and comment on environmental
documents and other studies about restoration of Delta habitats. The Delta Science Program and Planning
Division will provide support for habitat restoration projects through the Conservancy’s restoration network,
including contributing to its restoration framework report. We will also assign two staff to as adaptive
management liaisons and provide early consultation to habitat restoration projects. In cooperation with other
agencies, the Delta Science Program will also contribute to development of landscape scale conceptual models
for the Cache Slough area, as a prototype for similar initiatives in the other areas. Restoration progress will be a
focus of the 2014 Delta Science conference. We will hold an oversight hearing in fall, 2014 to report on progress|
in restoring habitats and carrying out the issue paper’s recommendations.

Protect and Enhance the Unique Values of the Delta

as an Evolving Place/Reduce Risk

Land Use

DP P1 (Locate New Development Wisely)
Water Code 85212 (Regional Planning)

Local governments
with Delta Protection
Commission (DPC)

Coordinate, ensure
Consistency,
Comment

We will actively review and comment on environmental documents and other studies of regional and local
decisions about land use, in cooperation with the Delta Protection Commission (DPC). This will include
reviewing sustainable community strategy/regional transportation plans, and coordinating with the DPC as it
updates its land use and natural resources management plan.

National Heritage Area

DP R1 (Designate the Delta as a National
Heritage Area)

DPC

Coordinate, Inform

The DPC has the lead role, but we will support them with communications such as speakers or op eds and in
meetings with stakeholders and decision makers.

Levees

RR P1 and RR R4 (Update the Delta Plan’s
Priorities for State Investment in Delta
Levees), RR R2 (Support the DPC’s
Evaluation of the Feasibility of a Delta
Levee Assessment District)

DSC and DPC with
DWR and Central
Valley Flood
Protection Board

Plan, Coordinate,
Inform

This will be one of 2014’s major undertakings. Upon execution of our interagency agreement with DWR early in
2014, we will request proposals from consultants to develop recommended levee investment priorities and cost
allocations. When a consultant is selected, we will work aggressively with them, in cooperation with the Central
Valley Flood protection Board, Delta Protection Commission, and DWR to carry out the studies needed to
update the Delta Plan’s levee investment priorities. Throughout the year, we will consult with the DPC on its
studies of the feasibility of a Delta levee assessment district. In addition, early in 2014 we will hold an oversight
hearing on the status of federal flood insurance programs and federal programs to recover Delta levees
following a disaster. In mid-summer, we will present an issue paper about Delta levee policy, informed by the
Council’s hearings on the topic, to guide the investment priority study. Council staff will also actively
participate in the Central Valley Flood Board’s workgroups developing flood control plans for the Yolo
Basin/Lower Sacramento River and the Lower San Joaquin River. Communications such as speakers or op eds
will urge action on recommendations in the Delta Plan, the issue paper and the California Water Action Plan.

Emergency Preparedness

RR R1 (Implement Delta Emergency
Preparedness and Response Actions)

Local, state, and
federal agencies

Coordinate, Ensure
Accountability

We will track and report on report on status of actions to carry out recommendations of the Delta multi-Hazard
Coordination Task Force, and if warranted recommend holding an oversight hearing on progress on this topic.

Subsidence Reversal

DP R7 (Encourage Large Scale Projects to
Reverse Subsidence of Selected Delta
Islands)

State agencies

Coordination,
Oversight

We will urge implementation of large scale projects to reverse subsidence through tulle farming or rice
production on DWR’s lands on Sherman and Twitchell Islands and participate in the work group that the Delta
Conservancy and others are convening to develop protocols to allow these projects to participate carbon
trading markets that the Air Resources Board is overseeing.

Strengthen the Authority, Responsibility, Accountability, Scientific Support, and Funding of Delta Governance

Implementation Committee

Water Code 85204 (Implementation
Committee

DSC

Coordinate

Convene the Delta Plan Interagency Implementation (DPIIC) and hold at least two meetings this year. We will
secure active engagement from implementing agencies, collaboratively develop committee charter, establish

associated work groups on specific issue areas impacting Delta Plan implementation, and report to the Council
on progress .
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Science Action Agenda

Water Code 85280 (Delta Science Program)

Coordinate, Inform

In coordination with the DPIIC and the science steering committee, adopt a list of near-term priority actions
(Science Action Agenda) to guide interagency investments in Delta science that can inform ecosystem
restoration and water management actions. This includes hosting a Data Summit to develop a data
management strategy for the Delta.

Communications DSC Inform Review and carry out the DSC’s communications strategy, including improvements to our website, newsletters,
speakers, and other communications. We will present an updated strategy to the Council early in 2014.
Performance Reporting Water Code 85308(b-d) (Performance DSC Inform, Ensure Complete a 2013 annual report. Institutionalize the tracking and reporting on Delta conditions and agency
measures and progress reporting) Accountability effectiveness in carrying out the Delta Plan and the Delta Science Plan. Begin update of Delta Plan performance
measures, as needed, and develop performance measures for the Delta Science Plan. Report some measures off
Delta conditions and Delta Plan progress in our 2014 annual report and on our website.
Covered Actions Water Code 85225 (Consistency DSC Ensure Consistency |[Effectively carry out the determination of actions’ consistency with the Delta Plan, including training, early
Certification), 85225.5 (Early Consultation), consultations and, as needed, hear appeals on consistency determinations.
and 85225.185225.20 (Appeals)
Federal Approval Water Code 85300(d)(2) (Pursue federal DSC Plan We will retain a consultant to help us work with the Office of Coastal Resources Management to win the
approval of the Delta Plan as part of Department of Commerce’s approval. This work will likely continue through 2015.
California’s coastal zone management
program)
Finance Plan FP R1 (Conduct current spending DSC Plan, Coordinate We will work to secure adequate funds for the DSC, DPC, and Delta Conservancy and plan for future needs. In
inventory), FP R2 (Develop Delta Plan Cost addition to support for our 2014-15 budget change proposals, we will initiate assessment of fund sources and
Assessment), FP R3 (Identity Funding Gaps) needs to implement the Delta Plan. As opportunities present themselves, we will identify and pursue
interagency agreements with other state and federal agencies and private donors to support the Delta Planning
division and Delta Science Program.
State of Bay-Delta Science Water Code 85280 (Delta Science Program)|DSC Inform Update the State of Bay-Delta Science report to serve as a new baseline for the state of knowledge to inform

Delta programs and projects. This includes hosting the biennial Delta Science Conference.






