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Delta Plan Interagency Implementation Committee: Update

Summary: Staff will provide an update on the Delta Plan Interagency Implementation
Committee (Implementation Committee). This update will include a briefing on recent
discussions with key federal agencies regarding their participation on the
Implementation Committee and their role(s) in helping to implement the Delta Plan. In
addition, staff will recommend the Council consider selecting a chair for the
Implementation Committee. The chair will provide oversight for this committee and will
be instrumental in developing the inaugural meeting scheduled for October 2013.

This is an action item. Staff recommends that after receiving this report on the matter,
and after deliberation, the Council select a chair for the Implementation Committee.

Background

The Delta Reform Act directs the Delta Stewardship Council to “establish and oversee a
committee of agencies responsible for implementing the Delta Plan” (Water Code
section 85204).

The final draft Delta Plan describes the committee and its function and composition in
more detail. The plan provides, in part:

The Council is responsible for overseeing the Delta Plan’s implementation. Given
the numerous government agencies that frequently have conflicting or
overlapping jurisdictional and programmatic interest in Delta matters, there is a
compelling need for the Council to fulfill the role as integrator of Delta policy and
coordinator of actions. This integration and coordination will occur through
convening a formal interagency implementation committee.

The final draft Delta Plan also states:

Perhaps the most significant tool the Council will have for implementing the Delta
Plan and ensuring accountability is a formal method for active agency
coordination. The Delta Reform Act directs the Council to establish and oversee
a committee of agencies responsible for implementing the Delta Plan.....

At its April 25 meeting, the Council was presented with a draft charter for the
Implementation Committee as part of a staff report and panel addressing core Delta
Plan implementation tasks and Delta Reform authorities. The draft charter is attached
to this report for reference (Attachment 1). At the April meeting staff addressed
questions from the Council and heard public testimony on this subject. Staff has
continued to make progress in establishing the Implementation Committee and provide
this update to summarize that progress to date.
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Staff Recommendation for Council Action

A key element to continuing progress on establishing the Implementation Committee will
be selection of a chair for the committee. Staff recommends the Council should
consider selecting a chair for the Implementation Committee at this meeting or the July
meeting.

List of Attachments

Attachment 1: Draft Implementation Committee Charter

Contact

Chris Knopp Phone: (916) 445-5511
Executive Officer, Delta Stewardship Council



