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Strength — Describes Intrinsic Value of
Delta and its Economy

Figura 37 Morthemn Cailfornda Megarasgian

Morthern California
Megaregion
Lonre

[ Sphere of Influence

[ Legal Daelea




Agenda ltem 8
PowerPoint

Strength — Provides Valuable Baseline
Information about Delta Economy

Table 10 Top 20 Delta Crops by Value, 2009
Crop Value Acreage

Processing Tomatoes 117,242 615 38,123
Wine Grapes 5104,080, 142 30,148
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Strength — Provides Input for Benefit-Cost
Analysis of Alternatives for Improving Water-
Supply Reliability and Enhancing Ecosystem
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Strength — Offers Creative Ideas for
Strengthening Delta Economy
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Strength — Substantiates Potential
Importance of Lowland Levees
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Strength — Provides Potentially Viable
Alternative to Improve Levees
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Limitations
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Limitation — Not a Comprehensive
Benefit-Cost Analysis
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Limitation — No Explicit Information on
How to Prioritize Future Investments

Plan Recommendation: “Improve
most ‘lowland’ levees and

selected other levees to a higher
Delta-specific standard”




Limitation — Definition of Economic
Sustainability is not Useful

Plan Definition of Sustainability:
“Maintain or enhance every key

economic sector.”
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Limitation — Cost Estimate of Upgrading
Levees is Potentially Optimistic
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Limitation — Need for Evacuation
Planning not Emphasized
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Limitation — Upgrading Delta Levees does
little to Improve Water Supply Reliability

DRMS Phase Il Results
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Recommendations to Authors

Emphasize and provide guidance for evacuation planning and risk
communication

Expand discussion about levee failure consequences and provide
more explicit guidance on priorities for investments

Coordinate with the public and state and federal agencies to
develop standards for levees in the Delta

Better substantiate cost estimate for levee upgrades and provide
realistic ranges

Discuss risk and uncertainty in results

Define and assess sustainability in a way that promotes a viable
economic future for the Delta

Provide more detail on economic modeling




Guidance to Council

Develop strategies to implement a user-fee system to address the
public-goods nature of the Delta

Conduct a comprehensive and credible cost-benefit analysis to
analyze alternatives for improving water supply reliability and
enhancing ecosystem services

Work with the public and state and federal agencies to develop
standards for levees in the Delta

Include costs for mitigating economic as well as environmental
impacts to the Delta in analyzing water export alternatives

Work with local stakeholders to develop a prioritization plan for
investing future resources in the Delta

Take immediate steps to improve maintenance and monitoring for
existing levees and evacuation and emergency flood response






