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FloodSAFE California Initiative

In 2005, the Governor drew attention to California’s flooding vulnerability, calling for
improved flood control system maintenance and rehabilitation, effective emergency
response, and sustainable funding. As a result, the California Department of Water
Resources (DWR) launched the FloodSAFE California Initiative (FloodSAFE)
to improve California’s flood management system. FloodSAFE is a comprehensive
strategy to improve public safety through integrated flood management funded by

almost $5 billion of voter approved bonds.

The Delta

The Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta (Delta) is a unique resource and an integral
part of California’s water system. Runoff from approximately 40 percent of California’s

land surface passes through the Delta and serves as a partial water supply for over 25

million people and provides irrigation water for about three million acres of land.

The Delta Risk Management Strategy Study (DRMS), initiated by DWR in 2005 in

response to Assembly Bill 1200, estimated that flooding from a storm event could

result in damages of $8 billion or more, and damages could exceed $15 billion if

flooding due to an earthquake occurs in the Delta. The DRMS Srudy estimates
that between 2003 and 2032 there is a 62 percent probability thar an earthquake of

magnitude 6.7 or greater in the vicinity of the Delta could occur. An earthquake of

this magnirude has the potential to cause significant damage to Delta levees including

multiple, simultaneous levee failures and flooding in the Delta. Due to the Delta’s

vulnerability to flooding and the potential impact of flooding on the area’s people,

California’s water supply, and the Delta’s natural resources, DWR has implemented

the Delta Flood Emergency Preparedness, Response, and Recovery Program (Program)

to improve its preparedness, response, and recovery operations in the Delta.
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Delta Flood Emergency Preparedness, Response,
and Recovery Program

The Program is one of five key elements under the FloodSAFE Strategic Action to
“Improve Emergency Response.” The Program will improve DWR’s capabilities to
prepare, respond, and recover from levee failure and flooding in the Delta. In context
of the Program, “Preparedness” refers to actions taken to organize, plan, and train for
an emergency, “Response” refers to actions taken during a flood emergency including

Hood fighting, and “Recovery” refers to actions taken after flooding occurred.
DWR will respond to a Delta Flood Emergency according to the following priorities:

» DProtection of life and public health and safety: Protection of life and the
health and safety of all Californians is paramount to DWR. DWR will assist local
governments and State agencies with missions to reduce immediate threats to the

general population posed by levee failures and flooding.

» DProtection of critical infrastructure: DWR will assist local governments and
other State agencies protecting critical infrastructure and property that may be
threatened by levee failures and subsequent flooding. DWR will lead statewide

efforts to ensure continued operation of the water supply system.

» Protection of the environment: DWR will implement response and recovery

actions that minimize adverse environmental consequences.

The Program consists of three components:

1. ThePlan: DWR’s plan for flood emergency preparedness,

response, and recovery actions in the Delrta.

Multi-Agency Plan Coordination: Coordination and
integration of DWR’s plan with the plans of other Delta

flood response agencies.

Response Facilities Implementation: Development'
and implementation of flood emergency response
facilities in the Delta.




Agenda ltem 15
Attachment 1

Y=t -
T

FLOOD
EMERGENCY RESPONSE @

3 | |

Flood SAFE

CALIFORNIA Sifsss.

et Real-Time Flood Cl|mat'e Data Delta Flood Emergency Reservoir Flood et T s
¥ Collection and ] ; :
ETS Conditions, Precipitation/ Preparedness, Operations Operations
Ty Status, and RUFGH : Response, and and River Emergency . 4 .
Warning Feacastifig Recovery Program Forecasting Response #_‘—3_;;}:“ i o

Delta Flood
Emergency Preparedness;
Response, and Recovery
Plan (Plan)

Multi-Agency Plan
Coordination

* Prepare DWR’s Plan —
Decision and Response
Methodology

« Train Staff to
Implement the Plan

» Coordinate DWR's Plan
with Emergency Plans
from other Agencies

= Promote Effective
Multi-Agency
Emergency Response

e Acquire, Design, and
Develop Permanent
Material and Storage
Transfer Facilities in the
Delta

& Acquire and Store
Emergency Response
Materials
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The Plan
‘The Plan addresses potential Delta

levee failures from a single, one-island
site. to complex, multiple failures
affecting many Delta islands. The
Plan will guide DWR’s emergency
preparedness efforts in the Delta,

describe DWR’s actions in response

Jones Tract flooding

to flood emergencies, and also assist
DWR flood emergency personnel
in making critical decisions to recover from a flood emergency in the Delta. Three
supplemental documents will provide essential information to assist emergency

personnel during a flood emergency event in the Delta.

» Supplement A — Critical Delta Information Reference

Provides critical emergency response data for Delta islands in a quick reference

format. The supplement is organized by island and comprises maps and face sheets

with essential data such as population, existing seismic faults, historical levee failures,

transportation routes, critical infrastructure, public service buildings as well as other

information.

» Supplement B — Emergency Response and Recovery Strategies

Identifies potential response and recovery strategies for a Delta flood emergency.

» Supplement C — DWR Roles and Responsibilities
Defines the organizational roles and responsibilities of DWR emergency personnel

during a Delta flood emergency and provides guidance to DWR as it interacts and

coordinates with other Delta flood emergency response agencies.
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Multi-Agency Plan Coordination
The purpose of Multi-Agency Plan Coordination is to ensure DWR’s Plan works in

concert with the flood emergency plans of other State, federal, and local agencies
within the Delta. The intent of this effort is to have a coordinated, effective multi-

agency response during a Delta flood emergency.

Response Facilities Implementation

'The purpose of Response Facilities Implementation is to locate, design, and construct
facilities in the Delta ro improve DWR’s capability to respond to a Delta flood
emergency. The establishment of strategically located response facilities is intended to
reduce DWR’s initial response time to Delta flood emergencies. These facilities will

store emergency response materials and equipment, and may be used as a “base of ¥
operations” for DWR. : LA T

DWR is planning to develop facilities, strategically located in the Delra, for stockpiling
flood fight materials to quickly respond to flood emergencies. The picture above shows the
stockpile of flood fight materials in the Port of Stockton.




Agenda ltem 15
Attachment 1

Program Schedule

The Progrém schedule showing projected completion dates-for the three components

and key deliverables of the Program is provided in this table.

Coordination with other
Delta Agencies

Delta Flood Emergency
Action Plan

Prepare Draft Delta Plan |

Partner Agencies’ Review/
Incorporate Agencies’ Comments

Public Comment Period

DWR to Prepare Final Plan
Acquire, Design, and Develop
Response Facilities

Conduct Investigations and

Feasibility Study

Prepare CEQA Documentation for

Land Acquisition

Secure Regulatory Permits

Acquire Real Estate for Response

Facilities

Construction of Delta Emergency
Response Facilities

2011

2012

2013
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