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Water Property Rights and Markets in the Australian
Murray-Darling Basin

Neal Hughes, Senior Economist
Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and
Sciences (ABARES)
Monday, July 29, 2013, 12:00 — 1:00 p.m.

Location: Cal/EPA Building, Byron Sher Auditorium, 2" Floor,
1001 “I” Street, Sacramento CA 95814

The Australian Murray-Darling Basin (MDB) faces many of the same water policy
challenges as the Western U.S.: droughts, environmental damage, climate change and
ongoing disputes over water allocation. This presentation will provide an overview of
recent reforms in the MDB, including efforts to acquire water rights for environmental
flows (the Basin Plan) and the continued evolution of water markets. A particular focus
will be placed on the evolution of water storage rights, which provides users the ability
to hold inter-year storage reserves in public reservoirs.
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