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2012 spill event at Burrinjuck Dam, Murrumbidgee River 

 
 

The Australian Murray-Darling Basin (MDB) faces many of the same water policy 
challenges as the Western U.S.: droughts, environmental damage, climate change and 
ongoing disputes over water allocation. This presentation will provide an overview of 
recent reforms in the MDB, including efforts to acquire water rights for environmental 
flows (the Basin Plan) and the continued evolution of water markets. A particular focus 
will be placed on the evolution of water storage rights, which provides users the ability 
to hold inter-year storage reserves in public reservoirs.  
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