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Are there linkages between the Mono Basin and restoration goals in the Delta? 

Yes – it’s all about adaptive management! 
 
In 1994, the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) protected Mono Lake and set into motion 
a science-driven adaptive management effort to restore the lake’s four tributary streams including 19 
miles of habitat and fisheries impaired by historic water diversions to Los Angeles. This fall, the Mono 
Lake Committee, Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, and California Trout reached an historic agreement to implement comprehensive science 
prescriptions for restoration, prepared by an independent science team after 12 years of detailed studies 
on behalf of the SWRCB.   
 
This presentation will review the framework supporting this successful process, the comprehensive 
stream ecosystem flows and other scientific recommendations put forth in 2010, and their 
implementation in the recent settlement agreement. The Mono Lake experience provides a successful 
model of adaptive management that could provide lessons for large-scale restoration projects in the 
Delta, as called for in the recently adopted Delta Plan and the Biological Opinions of the natural 
resource trustee agencies overseeing the federal and state Endangered Species Acts. 

Contact: Garrett Liles at (916) 445 – 5694 or garrett.liles@deltacouncil.ca.gov 
for WebEx access information or other questions.  
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