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Hon. Kenneth Salazar, Secretary        John Laird, Secretary 
Department of the Interior  California Resources Agency 
1849 C Street, N.W.            1416 Ninth Street, 13th Floor 
Washington DC 20240  Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
November 16, 2011, via email to BDO@usbr.gov 
 
Re:  Notice Inviting Public Comment on BDCP MOA 

Dear Secretary Salazar and Secretary Laird: 

Our coalition of more than 240 environmental, environmental justice, recreational and 
commercial fishing organizations, outdoor businesses, and Native American Tribes writes to 
urge that you rescind the First Amendment to the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) of the 
Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP).  The MOA was negotiated behind closed doors and only 
serves to reinforce the growing awareness that the BDCP is biased in favor of the export water 
contractor’s agenda to increase exports from the Delta and its connected rivers, despite the 
documented negative impacts those exports have had on endangered fish species, Delta habitats, 
water quality and public trust values.  Our concerns are similar to the October 24 letter you 
received from Congressmen Miller, Thompson, Matsui, McNerney, and Garamendi on the same 
subject. 
 
We understand that MOAs are a regular aspect of the HCP and NCCP process.  Nevertheless, 
this MOA makes unacceptable concessions to the exporters’ substantive agenda to influence the 
analytic process, extends no surprises guarantees to contractors in clear conflict with current law, 
and elevates the contractors to the status of permit holders for public works projects owned and 
operated by state and federal agencies.   

Among myriad flaws in this poorly conceived MOA, it: 
 

• Memorializes the water exporters’ unprecedented influence over the BDCP process, to 
the exclusion of the many other constituencies who have justified interests in the Bay 
Delta and its fisheries. 

• Provides the exporters with unacceptable influence over the science and technical 
analyses fundamental to the HCP/NCCP process in a way that undermines the credibility 
and independence of the analytic process. 

• Allows the contractors to be contract administrators of consultants who are performing 
the necessary and critical analyses of BDCP alternatives. 

• Dictates an unrealistic schedule that will rush many of the important decisions on Delta 
conveyance and precludes a full analysis of the numerous other alternatives that are 
available to satisfy the environmental and water supply reliability goals of the BDCP. 

• Characterizes long-term guarantees for the federal water contractors as an “essential 
element of success” for BDCP while failing to include equally, if not more essential, 
ecological performance goals necessary for the success of the BDCP. 

• Gives the water contractors internal drafts of the planning phase documents, preliminary 
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engineering results, and the EIS/EIR for review and comment, and allows them an 
unacceptable role in responding to public comments in the NEPA/CEQA process. 

• Allows export contractors to join the Bureau of Reclamation and California Department 
of Water Resources as both permittees and decision makers on water operations, 
restoration, and adaptive management actions under the plan.  Putting exporters in the 
shoes of federal and state agencies for water projects that are owned, operated and 
primarily paid for by state and federal taxpayers creates multiple problems. 

 
The cumulative effect of these provisions adds up to a “stacked” agreement that is written for the 
expressed benefit of the water exporters.  An agreement this flawed and one-sided cannot serve 
as the basis for a successful BDCP and cannot begin to achieve the “coequal goals” and “reduced 
reliance on the Delta” in the Delta Plan, as the state legislature mandated. 

We are deeply disappointed that the Obama and Brown Administrations have acquiesced to the 
export contractors’ efforts to twist what should have been a straightforward financing agreement 
for planning into a negotiation vehicle to successfully secure unprecedented influence over the 
HCP/NCCP process.  Contrary to your misleading press release that claims, “The MOA would 
not alter any of the fundamental roles and responsibilities of Reclamation, other federal agencies, 
or DWR…,” it significantly tilts the field in favor of the contractors.  Indeed, the MOA makes a 
mockery of the 2006 BDCP Planning Agreement signed in good faith by state and federal 
agencies, export contractors, and participating NGOs.  

BDCP is an unprecedented experiment combining one of the largest multi-species Habitat 
Conservation Plans in history with a massive hydrologic modification to the largest estuary on 
the West Coast of the Americas.  It is essential that this HCP/NCCP serve its fundamental 
purpose as a conservation plan for the critical fish and wildlife resources of the estuary, and not 
merely or primarily serve the interests of contractors who have made clear their intent to increase 
exports from an already severely degraded estuary.   

To reiterate, we request that you rescind this biased and unjustified MOA and prepare a new 
agreement that fairly includes the interests of all parties, including NGO’s, Delta residents, 
farming and business organizations, environmental justice groups, recreational and commercial 
fishing organizations, and Native American Tribes.  In the absence of such a fundamental 
rewrite, the undersigned organizations have little alternative but to oppose continuance of the 
BDCP process. 
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The following 242 organizations are signatories to this comment letter: 
 
Bill Jennings 
Executive Director 
California Sportfishing Protection Alliance 
 

Zeke Grader 
President 
Pacific Coast Federation of Fisherman’s 
Associations 
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Carolee Krieger 
Executive Director 
California Water Impact Network 
 
Jonas Minton 
Senior Water Policy Advisor 
Planning and Conservation League 
 
Ron Stork 
Senior Policy Advocate  
Friends of the River 
 
Jennifer Clary 
Water Policy Analyst 
Clean Water Action 
 
David Lewis 
Executive Director 
Save the Bay 
 
Joan Clayburg 
Executive Director 
Sierra Nevada Alliance 
 
Deb Self 
Executive Director 
San Francisco Baykeeper 
 
Jim Metropulos 
Senior Advocate 
Sierra Club California 
 
Chris Wright 
Executive Director 
Foothills Conservancy 
 
John Merz 
President 
Sacramento River Preservation Trust 
 
Conner Everts 
Executive Director 
Southern California Watershed Alliance 
 
 
 

Barbara Barrigan-Parrilla 
Executive Director 
Restore the Delta 
 
Dave Steindorf 
California Stewardship Director 
American Whitewater 
 
Barbara Vlamis 
Executive Director 
AquAlliance 
 
Caleen Sisk-Franco 
Spirtual Leader & Traditional Chief 
Winnemen Wintu Tribe 
 
Victor Gonella 
President 
Golden Gate Salmon Association 
 
Stephanie Taylor 
Interim Executive Director 
Green LA Coalition 
 
Jim Cox 
President 
West Delta Chapter, CSBA 
 
Huey D. Johnson 
President 
Resource Renewal Institute 
 
Adam Scow 
California Campaign Director 
Food and Water Watch 
 
Leda Huta 
Executive Director 
Endangered Species Coalition 
 
Roger Mammon 
President 
Lower Sherman Island Duck Club 
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Warren Truitt 
President 
Save the American River 
 
Capt. Roger Thomas 
President 
Golden Gate Fishermen’s Association 
 
Mondy Lariz 
Director 
Santa Clara County Creeks Coalition 
 
Heal the Bay 
Meredith McCarthy 
Director of Programs 
 
Larry Collins 
President 
San Francisco Crab Boat Owners 
Association 
 
Leaf G. Hillman 
Director, Karuk Department of Natural 
Resources 
Karuk Tribe 
 
Lloyd Carter 
President 
California Save Our Streams Council 
 
Patty Clary 
Executive Director 
Californians for Alternatives to Toxics 
 
Eric Wesselman 
Executive Director 
Tuolumne River Trust 
 
Todd Steiner 
Executive Director 
Salmon Protection and Watershed Network 
 
Don Rivenes 
Sierra Foothills Audubon 
 
 

Esmeralda Soria 
Legislative Advocate 
California Rural Legal Assistance 
Foundation 
 
Mark Rockwell 
Co-Conservation Director 
Northern California Council Federation of 
Fly Fishers 
 
Florence LaRiviere 
Chair 
Citizens Committee to Complete the Refuge 
 
Dan Bacher 
Editor 
Fish Sniffer 
 
Alan Levine 
Director 
Coast Action Group 
 
Pietro Parravano 
President 
Institute for Fisheries Resources 
 
Siobahn Dolan 
Director 
Desal Response Group 
 
Andrew J. Orahoske 
Conservation Director 
Environmental Protection Information 
Center 
 
Nadananda 
Executive Director 
Friends of the Eel River 
 
Todd Steiner 
President 
Turtle Island Restoration Network 
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Karen Schamback 
California Field Director 
California Public Employees for 
Environmental Responsibility 
 
Rich Cimino 
President 
Alameda Creek Alliance 
 
Jack Ellwanger 
President 
Pelican Network 
 
Jeff Miller 
Conservation Advocate 
Center for Biological Diversity 
 
Bill Wells 
Executive Director 
California Delta Chambers & Visitors 
Bureau 
 
Bill Ferrero 
Owner, President 
Mokelumne River Outfitters 
 
Lorna Elness 
President 
San Joaquin Audubon 
 
Michael Warburton 
Executive Director 
The Public Trust Alliance 
 
Sylvia Kothe 
Chairperson 
Concerned Citizens Coalition of Stockton 
 
Frank Egger 
President 
North Coast Rivers Alliance 
 
Luke Breit 
Legislative Advocate 
Forests Forever 
 

Cascade Action Now 
Sue Lynn 
Secretary 
 
Marily Woodhouse 
Director 
Battle Creek Alliance 
 
Jodi Frediani 
Director 
Central Coast Forest Watch 
 
Jeremy Terhune 
Coordinator 
Friends of the Calaveras  
 
Don McEnhill 
Riverkeeper 
Russian Riverkeeper 
 
Drea Traeumer 
Secretary 
Upper American River Foundation 
 
Tim Little 
Co-Director 
Rose Foundation 
 
Caryn Mandelbaum 
Freshwater Program Director 
Environment Now 
 
Greywolf, Jeff Kelly 
Chief 
Modoc Nation 
 
Layne Friedrich 
Founding Partner 
Lawyers for Clean Water 
 
Ricky Scannell 
Vice-Commodore 
Sportsman’s Yacht Club 
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Linda Sheehan  
Executive Director 
Earth Law Center 
 
Alan Harthorn 
Executive Director 
Friends of Butte Creek 
 
Waldo Holt Conservancy 
Jane Humes 
Chair 
 
Larry Hanson 
Manager 
Northern California River Watch 
 
Steve Pedery 
Conservation Director 
Oregon Wild 
 
Larry Glass 
President 
Safe Alternatives for our Forest 
Environment 
 
Lynne Plambeck 
Executive Director 
Santa Clarita for Planning and the 
Environment 
 
Karen Schambach 
President 
Center for Sierra Nevada Conservation 
 
Rain Ananacel 
Executive Director 
Northcoast Environmental Center 
 
Michael Schweit 
President 
Southwest Council Federation of Fly Fishers 
 
Chris Poehlmann 
President 
Friends of the Gualala River 
 

Nate Rangel 
President 
California Outdoors 
 
Peter Brucker 
Klamath Forest Alliance 
 
Chet Ogan 
Conservation Chair 
Redwood Regional Audubon Society 
 
Susan Robinson 
Board Member 
Ebbetts Pass Forest Watch 
 
John Buckley 
Executive Director 
Central Sierra Environmental Resource 
Center 
 
Dan Silver 
Executive Director 
Endangered Habitats League 
 
Mike Hudson 
Small Boat Commercial Salmon 
Fisherman's Association 
 
Trevor Atkinson 
Vice Chair 
Campaign for Common Ground 
 
Allison Boucher 
Project Manager 
Tuolumne Conservancy 
 
Michael Martin, Ph.D.  
Director 
Merced River Conservation Committee 
 
Beth Werner 
Baykeeper 
Humboldt Baykeeper 
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Lydia Miller 
President 
San Joaquin Raptor Rescue Center 
 
Kelli Gant 
President 
Trinity Lake Revitalization Alliance 
 
Larry Glass 
President  
South Fort Mountain Defense Committee 
 
Seymour Singer 
President 
Pasadena Casting Club 
 
Dick Harris 
President 
Santa Clarita Casting Club 
 
Stan Elijah 
President 
Tracy Flyfishers 
 
Mission Peak Fly Anglers 
Larry Dennis 
Conservation Chair 
 
Tom Bartos 
President 
Foothills Angler Coalition 
 
Bill Carnazzo 
President 
Spring Creek Guide Service 
 
Steve Frisch 
Sierra Business Council 
 
Mark Allen 
General Manager 
Adventure Connections, Inc. 
 
Randy Upton 
President 
Las Vegas Fly Fishing Club 

Lew Leichter 
President 
Santa Lucia Fly Fishers 
 
Greg King 
Siskiyou Land Conservancy 
 
Joesph Vaile 
Campaign Director 
KS Wild 
 
Marueen McCorry  
President 
San Joaquin et al 
 
Ron Forbes 
Conservation Chair 
Delta Fly Fishers 
 
Denise Boggs 
Executive Director 
Conservation Congress 
 
Kim Glazzard 
Executive Director 
Organic Sacramento 
 
Black Bass Action Committee 
 
Vera Bensen 
President 
Carpinteria Valley Association 
 
Cindy Charles 
Conservation Chair 
Shasta Mayflies 
 
Milo Vukovich 
President 
Sonoma County Abalone Network 
 
Henry Sandigo 
Conservation Chair 
Granite Bay Flycasters 
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Jim Tolonen 
Conservation Chair 
Santa Cruz Fly Fishermen 
 
Nani Teves 
Watershed Coordinator 
Big Chico Creek Watershed Alliance 
 
Rizanne Wehren 
Executive Director 
Coastal Land Trust 
 
Bill Hatch 
Board of Directors 
San Joaquin Valley Conservancy 
 
Steve Burke 
Spokesperson 
Protect Our Water 
 
Dave Garcia 
Executive Committee 
Sierra Club – Yahi Group 
 
Cliff Rich 
President 
South Delta Chapter 
California Striped Bass Association 
 
Cliff Rich 
President 
California Striped Bass Association 
State Board 
 
Lynne Buttler 
Treasurer 
McCloud Watershed Council 
 
Brett Baker 
Owner 
Sutter Island Pear Farms 
 
Bill Carnazzo 
President 
Spring Creek Guide Service 
 

Cindy Charles 
Conservation Chair 
Golden West Women Flyfishers 
 
Sierra Pacfic Fly Fishers 
Bill O’Kelly 
President 
 
Ted Shapas 
Conservation Chair 
Diablo Valley Fly Fishermen 
 
Randy Upton 
President 
Las Vegas Fly Fishing Club 
 
Darrell Tichurst 
Chairman 
Coastside Fishing Club 
 
Aaron Newman 
President 
Humboldt Fisherman’s Marketing 
Association 
 
Mark Micoch 
Co-Chairman 
Northern California Guides Association 
 
Dan Blanton 
Chairman 
StriperFest 
 
Mike Augney 
Co-Owner 
USA Fishing 
 
Jim Martin 
Director 
Berkeley Conservation Institute 
 
Bob Mellinger 
Vice-President 
Water for Fish 
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Mike Stiller 
President 
Santa Cruz Commercial Salmon Association 
 
Randy Repass 
Founder 
West Marine 
 
Bart Hall 
Producer 
Fred Hall Shows 
 
Brian J. Layng 
President 
International Sportsman’s Exposition 
 
Bruce Tokars 
President 
Salmon Water Now 
 
Bill Karr 
Northern Calif. Editor 
Western Outdoor News 
 
Galen Onizuka 
Owner, President 
Johnson Hicks Marine 
 
Todd Fraser 
Owner 
Bayside Marine 
 
Gordon Robertson 
Vice-President 
American Sportfishing Association 
 
Jeff Pontius 
President 
Zebco Brands 
 
Dick Pool 
President 
Pro-Troll Fishing Products 
 
 
 

Duncan Mac Lean 
President 
Half Moon Bay Trollers Association 
 
Mike Rickets 
President 
Salmon Stamp Committee 
 
Ron La Force 
President 
United Outdoorsmen 
 
Liz Hamilton 
Executive Director 
Northwest Sportfishing Ind. Association 
 
Peter Grenell 
Manager 
San Mateo County Harbor District 
 
Mark Masterson 
President 
Yakima Bait 
 
Zack Swanson 
Sales Manager 
Repala USA 
 
Roger Neufeldt 
Western Region Sales Manager 
Repala Western Region 
 
Bob Rees 
President 
Northwest Guides and Anglers Assoc. 
 
Dick Figgins 
President 
Dick Night Spoons 
 
Gary Coe 
President 
Kokanee Power 
 
 
 



	
  

16	
  
	
  

Jim Martin 
Conservation Director 
Pure Fishing 
 
Phil Pirone 
Owner 
Pro-Cure Inc. 
 
John Posey 
Sales Manager 
Lamiglas Rods 
 
Steve Grutbo 
Sales Manager 
Kershaw Knives 
 
Scott Hill 
Owner 
Western Boat Shop 
 
Ron Marecle 
President 
Zak Tackle Manufacturing 
 
Phil Pritting 
Store Manager 
Englund Marine 
 
Ken Elie 
Owner, President 
Outdoor Pro Shop 
 
Sea Turle Fishing Charters 
Perry Sausalito 
Owner 
 
Western Fishing Adventures 
Brad Staples 
Owner 
 
Johnson Bait  Tackle 
Bob Boucke 
Owner 
 
 
 

Scoma’s Resturant 
Tom Creedon 
Owner 
 
BDC Advertising 
Alex Brauer 
President 
 
Commercial Salmon 
Barbara Emley 
President 
 
Adventure Bound 
Brad Staplin 
NorCal Sales Manager 
 
River Run Guide Company 
Chuck Powell 
Owner 
 
Three River Marine 
Bryan Nelson 
Parts Manager 
 
Craig Hansen 
Outdoor Writer 
 
Dan Pamel 
President 
Leisure Sales 
 
Dave Britts 
President 
F/V Dlmarue 
 
Dave Strahan 
Salesman 
All Sports Supply 
 
Jonah Li 
Owner 
Hi’s Tackle Box 
 
Kathy Fosmark 
President 
Fishermen’s Assoc. of Moss Landing 
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Ken Hoffman 
Owner 
River Pirate Guide Service 
 
Ken Anderson 
Owner 
Anderson’s Outdoors 
 
Phil Grunert 
Regional Salesperson 
All Sports 
 
Peter Consulter 
Branch Manager 
First Security 
 
Randy Woolesy 
Vice-President 
Tom Posey Sales 
 
Ron Phillips 
President 
SPD Advertising 
 
Rory Lenard 
President 
Springbox Gallery 
 
Roy Gray 
Owner 
Roy Gray & Associates 
 
Paul Johnson 
Owner 
Monterey Fish Market 
 
Michael Tiermey 
President 
CI Environmental Consultants 
 
Jeff Morton 
President 
Morton & Associates 
 
 
 

Frank Galusha 
President 
My Outdoor Buddy 
 
Fred Thomason 
Owner 
Last Cast Guide Service 
 
Michael Scaglione 
Owner 
Pacific Catch 
 
Russ Low 
Owner 
Lows Fishing Adventures 
 
Tom Joseph 
Owner 
Fish on Sportfishing  
 
Rocky Conroy 
Manager 
All Sports Supply 
 
Dan Miller 
Regional Sales 
AWR Sports 
 
Alan Fong 
Store Manager 
Fisherman’s Warehouse 
 
Barbara Stickel 
Owner 
F/V Regina 
  
Wayne Moody 
Owner 
F/V Capriccio 
 
John Ward 
Owner 
F/V Lady C 
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Richard Terra 
Owner 
F/V Gusto, Terra Fisheries 
 
Joe Nungaray 
Owner 
F/V Machael Too 
 
Capt. Roger Thomas 
Salty Lady 
 
George Catagnoia 
Owner 
Sandy Ann Charters 
 
Paul Johnson 
Monterey Fish Market 
 
Bob Kotula 
Outwest Marketing 
 
Danny Layne 
Hawkeye Marketing 
 
Gary Coe 
Kokanee Power 
 
Glen Fukumoto 
Outdoor Pro Shop 
 
Capt. Bill Smith 
Riptide Charters 
 
Capt Bob Ingles 
Queen of Hearts Charters 
 
Capt Brian Cutty 
Chubasco Charters 
 
Capt Brian Guiles 
Flying Fish Charters  
 
Capt Chris Acacelo 
Chris’s Fishing Charters 
 
 

Capt Chris Chan 
Ankeny St. Sportfishing 
 
Capt Chris Duba 
Silver Fox Charters 
 
Capt Craig Shimokosu 
New Salmon Queen Charters 
 
Capt Dale Walters 
Que Sera Sera Charters 
 
Danny Layne 
Fish’n Dan’s Guide Service 
 
Capt David Ryan 
Caroline Charters  
 
Capt Dennis Baxter 
New Captain Pete Charters  
 
Capt Don Franklin 
Soleman Sportfishing Charters 
 
Capt Ed Gallia 
New Easy Rider Charters 
 
Capt Frank Rescino 
Lovely Martha Charters 
 
Capt Harry Necees 
Checkmate Charters 
 
Capt Jack Chapman 
Lovely Linda Sportfishing 
 
Capt Jacky Douglas 
Wacky Jacky Charters 
 
Capt Jay Yokomozo 
Huck Finn Charters 
 
Jimmy Robertson 
Outer Limits Charters 
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Capt Joe Gallia 
El Dorado III Charters 
 
Capt John Atkinson 
New Ray Ann Charters 
 
Capt John Kluzmier 
Sir Randy Charters 
 
Capt Ken Stagnaro 
Stagnaro’s Charters 
 
Capt Nick Lemons 
Star of Monterey Charters 
 
Capt Peter Bruno 
Randy’s Fishing Trips 
 
Capt Randy Thornton 
Telstar Charters 
 
Capt Richard Thornton 
Trek II 
 
Rick Kennedy 
Tight Lines Guide Service 
 
Capt Rick Powers 
Bodega Bay Sportfishing 
 
Capt Robert Gallia 
El Dorado Charters 
 
Capt Sean Hodges 
Hog Heaven Charters 
 
Capt Steve Talmadge 
Flash Sportfishing Charters  
 
Capt Todd Magaline 
Blue Runner Charters 
 
Capt Tim Klassen 
Reel Steel Sportfishing 
 
 

Vance Staplin 
Vance’s Tackle
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