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The Baylands Ecosystem Habitat Goals:
A model for effective regional wetlands restoration planning
now being updated for climate change
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The Delta Reform Act (2009) requires that the state protect, restore and enhance the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta ecosystem, which is a key segment of the San
Francisco Estuary. The San Francisco Baylands Ecosystem Habitat Goals report,
produced in 1999, has been an inspiration for restoring and enhancing wetlands around
the Bay’s edge. Scientific guidance from the Goals report has contributed to the
protection of 40,000 acres of Baylands—from the former salt ponds of the South- and
North-Bays all the way to Suisun Bay—and has helped attract funding for acquisition,
protection, and restoration projects. The 2014 Science Update to the Goals synthesizes
current scientific knowledge regarding climate change impacts on the Baylands and
provides recommendations for management actions to ameliorate those impacts. The
Update addresses how future change will influence the evolution of habitats, shoreline
migration, the transition zone between Baylands and uplands, wildlife populations,
carbon accounting, and the interface between the Baylands and the Bay. This scientific
assessment of the predicted impacts will provide an essential foundation for
implementing associated adaptation strategies.

Contact: Garrett Liles at (916) 445 — 5694 or garrett.liles@deltacouncil.ca.gov
*Remote access via Webex Service available upon request.
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