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Hello science people!

Here are my comments on the second draft of the Delta Science Plan.

Overall comment:  The executive summary lists "manage scientific conflict" as an
objective, and states at the end "A range of options are described depending on the
complexity of the issue and the time available for science to be useful in the decision-
making process."  (E.S. pg 2, lines 24-30).  Although I have heard Dr. Goodwin speak of
this at Council meetings, I did not see where this was specifically addressed in the Delta
Science Plan. 

Chapter 4, Section 4.7 Communication

I suggest an additional action 4.7.2: Develop a website, called "OneDeltaOneScience.net"
that will be the central gathering place for Delta science on the internet. 
OneDeltaOneScience.net (or ODOS) will provide an easily available source for Delta
Science Program activities, including the Delta Independent Science Board, Delta
Stewardship Council, Interagency Ecological Program, and others.  ODOS will aggregate
and organize the best scientific and educational information that is available on the
internet, making it accessible to scientists, policymakers, and the general public.  ODOS
will recognize and include the outstanding websites already developed or in development,
such as the EcoAtlas and the upcoming estuaries portal, and integrate them in useful and
meaningful ways. ODOS will assemble electronic information on important topics such as
adaptive management, tidal marsh restoration, water quality, water supply and water
reliability.  ODOS will work with CWEMF to consolidate modeling resources with links to
models, research papers, and data sources.  ODOS will have a calendar of events,
sophisticated search functions, forums, and more! In short, ODOS will be the overarching
website that will become the home for the Delta science community on the web.

Action 4.7.2.1: Hire the person with the vision and a proven track record in developing
popular websites for the California water world ...  ;)

Chapter 5: Funding for Delta Science

General comment:  I am not entirely sure what is meant by "resources".  I assume
funding, of course, but funding is specifically mentioned later; the term resources implies
something more than just funding.  Further definition of "resources" here would be useful. 

Line 14 - 16:  "It will take a joint effort by the scientific community to find partnerships
... "  The use of the term "joint effort" to me implies another group along with the
scientific community.  If not another group, then maybe the word here should be
"concerted effort by the scientific community"

Thank you for your consideration!

Regards,

Maven (Chris Austin)
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