Brian's suggestions for the first draft of the Delta Science Plan

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL CONTEXT

The Executive Summary and the Introduction could summarize how the Plan's need and scope
compare with those of science plans for other large ecosystem efforts. This is a way of conveying the
plan's importance and showing that the plan writers have done their homework. An appendix could
say more about those other plans and point to key references about them.

SCIENTIFIC SCOPE

In the box on "Grand Challenges for Science and Management" (p. 10), broaden the scope of "Basic
science" to include more of the fields that enter into the other grand challenges mentioned. These
fields include Earth science and civil engineering.

HABITAT RESTORATION

The plan's support of adaptive management could include assistance, as needed by the Delta
Conservancy and DWR, in the tracking of restoration projects.

ROLES OF THE DELTA SCIENCE PROGRAM

These are currently spelled out under "The Future of Delta Science" (p. 3-4, 38). It would be more
tactful and informative to describe them instead their own heading, such as "Roles of the Delta
Science Program." The DSP roles might be compared, when politically possible, with those of other
programs, such as IEP.

ROLES OF THE DELTA INDEPENDENT SCIENCE BOARD

These should be downplayed to make them more realistic and less incestuous. The Delta Science
Plan will be useful to us but we are not its top audience, our place on page iii notwithstanding. Nor
should we get featured in the science-strategy caption (p. 5, Fig. 1-1) or head a flow chart of
scientific review (p. 34).

OTHER COMMENTS by page and line

many -- The numbered "chapters" are brief enough to be called "sections.” The text would be easier
to read in a font, such as Times, having serifs that guide the old eyes of senior DISB members in the
Plan's audience. Reserve sans serif for headings and other short stuff.

1, 17 -- a National Research Council committee... (to avoid implying that authorship by the umbrella
organization)

1, 25 -- The Delta Science Plan is therefore integral... (for clarity)
2, 8 -- A paragraph about national and international context could follow this line.
2, 33 -- No need to cite a dictionary. FY], the earliest uses listed in the Oxford English Dictionary:



1606 P. Holland tr. Suetonius Hist. Twelve Caesars 207 He ware a dainty and effeminate
pied garment called Synthesis.

1656 T. Hobbes Elements Philos. iii. xx. 230 Synthesis is Ratiocination from the first
causes of the Construction, continued through all the middle causes till we come to the thing
it selfe which is constructed or generated.

1842 E. B. Browning Greek Christian Poets in Poet. Wks. (1904) 640/2 Disclosing from
the analysis of the visible things the synthesis or unity of the ideal.

3, 33 -- Unlike the previous subheadings, this one doesn't answer the question posed in the heading,
"What Does the Delta Science Plan Do?"

3, 34-37 -- Divide into parts for easier reading
10, Box 1-3 -- earthquakes (instead of seismic events)
10, 24-25 -- currently limited to what (could give leading examples)

11, 20 -- Substitute the Folsom brainstorm (the Tuesday evening gathering) for the Town Hall
meeeting, the former having been more successful

20, Box 3-3 -- Lindsay Correa might make this box less boring by giving it sharper focus, reducing
the amount of text, and adding a supporting figure.

28, 5 -- The section on data management offers another opportunity to put the Delta's needs and
opportunities in national context.

30, blue box -- A quote from Silvert?

35, 24-25 -- The USGS standard can vary with authors' diligence in arranging for reviews that are
perceptive, challenging.



