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Council Recommendations on Department of Fish and Game Proposed Striped Bass
Regulations and Department of Pesticide Regulation Proposed Pyrethroid Pesticide
Regulatory Action

Summary: This report provides information and staff recommendations for Council comments
on (1) California Department of Fish and Game (DFG) proposed changes to striped bass sport
fishing regulations, and (2) California Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) proposed
pyrethroid pesticide regulatory action.

DEG Proposed Changes to Striped Bass Reqgulations
On November 4, 2011, the Department of Fish and Game (DFG) released a draft of proposed
changes to striped bass sport fishing regulations that would allow additional harvest, including:

* Raising the daily bag limit for striped bass from two to six fish.
* Raising the possession limit for striped bass from two to 12 fish.
* Lowering the minimum size for striped bass from 18 to 12 inches.

* Establishing a "hot spot" for striped-bass fishing at Clifton Court Forebay and specified
adjacent waterways at which the daily bag limit would be 20 fish, the possession limit would be
40 fish, and there will be no size limit. Clifton Court Forebay is the reservoir associated with the
Harvey O. Banks Pumping Plant in the south Delta, part of the State Water Project.

The proposal is supported by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) National Marine Fisheries Service
and is intended to help recover several fish species listed under the California and federal
Endangered Species Acts, including Chinook salmon, steelhead, delta smelt and longfin smelt.

DFG and the federal agencies developed the proposal to modify striped bass fishing regulations
in an effort to reduce striped bass predation on the listed species. The proposal was mandated
as part of a settlement agreement to a lawsuit against DFG by the Coalition for a Sustainable
Delta, which represents San Joaquin Valley corporate farm interests.

The DFG News website (http://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2011/10/31/public-invited-to-discuss-
proposed-regulation-changes-for-striped-bass/) states, “Although the amount of impact
attributable to striped bass predation is not certain, DFG strongly suspects that the impact can
be reduced by the proposed regulations. With the proposed changes, striped bass would likely
become somewhat less abundant and the average size of striped bass would decline, but
fishing effort and fishing success would likely increase for a period of at least several years.”

The website also says that DFG is recommending an adaptive management plan that will help
assess how the new regulations influence the fishery.

The proposal and management plan will be presented to the Fish and Game Commission for
consideration at its December 14-15, 2011 meeting in San Diego, CA.
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The draft DFG striped bass regulation changes are available at
https://nrmsecure.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentlD=39586

DPR Proposed Regulatory Action to Restrict Application of Pyrethroid Pesticides

On October 28, 2011, the California Department of Pesticide Regulation proposed regulations
that require businesses using pyrethroid pesticides in urban settings to follow new rules
governing where and how pyrethroid pesticides can be applied.

According to DPR’s website:
“The rules would restrict the use of 17 pyrethroid insecticides by businesses that apply
them to homes, other structures and landscaped areas—not pesticide use by individual
consumers. In addition to decreasing the amount of insecticides used around structures,
the regulations would prohibit pest control applicators and maintenance gardeners from
making applications when it rains, when puddles are present and over drains and natural
drainage areas.

“The intent of the regulations is to reduce pesticide contamination in runoff from homes
and other urban structures, driveways and landscaped areas into surface water.”
According to DPR Chief Deputy Director Chris Reardon, “Surface water monitoring data
collected for the state’s regional water quality control boards and monitoring by our staff
continue to show that pesticide runoff in both urban and agricultural waterways exceed
levels toxic to some small aquatic organisms.”

More information about the proposed regulations is posted on DPR’s website at:
http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/legbills/rulepkgs/11-004/11-004.htm . The deadline for public
comments is 5 p.m. December 12, 2011.

Staff Recommendations

Delta Science Program staff recommends that DFG and DPR follow the guidelines for best
available science and the adaptive management process for implementing the proposed
regulations (please see Chapter 2, “Science and Adaptive Management for a Changing Delta”
of the Fifth Staff Draft of the Delta Plan,
http://www.deltacouncil.ca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Fifth_Staff Draft Delta Plan 0
80211.pdf), including clearly identifying goals, objectives and performance measures; providing
the conceptual models that link the proposed actions to the objectives; identifying the metrics
that will be used to evaluate how well the actions are achieving intended outcomes; and
providing the full monitoring, evaluation, assessment and reporting plan. DFG’s conceptual
models should address the anticipated effects of the proposed striped bass sport fishing
regulation on striped bass, their prey, and the Bay-Delta ecosystem for different angler
responses to the changed regulation. DPR’s conceptual models should address the anticipated
effects of the proposed pyrethroid regulation on endangered species, water and sediment
guality, and the Bay-Delta ecosystem while considering pesticide applicator responses to the
changed regulation.
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