
Meet the Plenary Speakers

Nann Fangue

Ph.D., Associate Professor, UC Davis Wildlife,

Fish, and Conservation Biology

Research in the Fangue lab is focused on understanding the physiological specializations

that allow animals to survive and thrive in complex environments. They are currently

studying a variety of aquatic species to understand whether these organisms have

sufficient physiological capacity or plasticity to maintain successful performance in the

face of anthropogenic environmental perturbations such as climate change. In this

research, they couple molecular, biochemical, physiological, and whole-organism

measures of performance framed in an ecological context, to elucidate connections

between environment, physiology, and ecosystem function.

Steve Gaines

Ph.D., Dean of the Bren School of Environmental Science & Management

UC Santa Barbara

Steve Gaines is Dean of the Bren School of Environmental Science & Management at the

University of California, Santa Barbara. He is a marine ecologist who seeks conservation

solutions by linking innovations in ocean science to more effective marine policy and

management. His science explores the design of marine reserve networks, climate

change impacts on ocean ecosystems, sustainable fisheries management using market

based reforms, and the role of aquaculture in meeting the future demand for food. In each

of these science endeavors, he has been a strong promotor of more effective

communication of ocean science to enhance its impact.

Steve holds a PhD from Oregon State University. He has been awarded a Pew Fellowship, the inaugural Marc

Hirshman Award for excellence in student mentoring, a fellow of the American Association for Advancement of

Science, and the Peter Benchley Prize for Ocean Science.

Daniel Schindler

Ph.D., Professor at School of Aquatic and Fishery Sciences

University of Washington

Daniel Schindler’s research takes an ecosystem approach to exploring how aquatic

systems are organized and respond to changes in the broader environmental. In particular

he is interested in how aquatic ecosystems respond to changing climate and land-use,

and interact with fisheries. He pursues most of his current research in southwest Alaska

as a principal investigator of the Alaska Salmon Program that has studied Pacific salmon,

their ecosystems, and their fisheries in western Alaska since the 1940s. He also pursues

research on aquatic systems in Washington state where they are interested in how

urbanization and climate change affect ecosystem function and services in that region.



Peter Moyle

Ph.D., Associate Director of Center for Watershed Sciences and Department of Wildlife, 

Fish, and Conservation Biology

UC Davis 

Peter Moyle has been working on the ecology and conservation California's freshwater

and estuarine fishes since 1969, culminating in books such as Inland Fishes of California

(2002), Fish: an Enthusiast’s Guide (1993) and Suisun Marsh: Ecological History and

Possible Futures (2014). He has co-authored numerous papers on the ecology, status,

and trends of California’s native and alien fishes, including delta smelt. Ongoing research

focuses on climate change, reconciliation ecology, salmonid conservation, and fishes of

the San Francisco Estuary. He is Distinguished Professor Emeritus in the Department of

Wildlife Fish and Conservation Biology and associate director of the Center for Watershed

Sciences, UC Davis.

Felicia Marcus

Chair of State Water Resources Control Board

Felicia Marcus was appointed by Governor Jerry Brown to the State Water Resources

Control Board (Board) for the State of California in 2012, and designated by the Governor

as Chair in April of 2013. The Board implements both federal and state laws regarding

drinking water and water quality, and it implements the state’s water rights laws.

Before her appointment to the Water Board, Marcus served in positions in government,

the non-profit world, and the private sector. In government, Felicia served as the Regional

Administrator of the U.S EPA Region IX in the Clinton Administration where she was

known for her work in bringing unlikely allies together for environmental progress and for

making the agency more responsive to the communities it serves, particularly Indian

Tribes, communities of color, local government, and agricultural and business interests.

Phil Isenberg

Former Delta Stewardship Council Chair & Vice-Chair

Phil Isenberg is a former Chair of the Delta Stewardship Council. He retired from the

Council in March 2016. He was appointed to the Council by then-Governor Arnold

Schwarzenegger to a six-year term at the Council's inception in 2010, and was elected to

a four-year term as Chair of the Council by his colleagues. At the conclusion of his term in

2014 as Chair, he was elected Vice-Chair. He currently serves on the Board of Directors

of the Public Policy Institute of California.

Previously, he served as a Sacramento City Council member from 1971-1974, Mayor of

Sacramento from 1975-1982, and as a member of the California State Assembly

representing portions of Sacramento, Contra Costa, and San Joaquin Counties from 1982

to 1996. His subject area focus as an elected official included land use planning, water

and resource issues, state budget and fiscal matters, redevelopment reform, and

healthcare issues.



Cliff Dahm

Ph.D., Lead Scientist, Delta Stewardship Council

Dr. Clifford Dahm, is an internationally recognized expert in aquatic ecology, climatology,

restoration biology, and a professor emeritus of biology at the University of New Mexico.

He was unanimously appointed by the Delta Stewardship Council as Lead Scientist of

the Delta Science Program – a post he held from 2008 to 2012.

Dahm served as director of the Freshwater Sciences Interdisciplinary Doctoral Program

and the Sevilleta Long-Term Ecological Program. A broadly trained interdisciplinary

scientist, Dahm has conducted research in the areas of climate change, aquatic ecology,

stream water/ground water interactions, microbial ecology, stream and river restoration,

biogeochemistry, geomicrobiology, ecohydrology, and evapotranspiration.

Keep the conversation going! 

Use #BayDeltaScience on your social media posts.
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