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Rick is a 45-year experienced Marine Engineer with a diversified background in ship operations, 

project management, new ship construction, regulatory and environmental compliance, and ship 

problem solving.  He is a graduate of the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy, obtained a MSE from 

the University of Michigan in Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering has been a registered 

Professional Engineer since 1978. He began his sailing career as a coal passer in high school 

and sailed as a USCG Licensed First Assistant Engineer Officer on commercial vessels.  He 

worked in the propulsion design and testing for the gas turbine powered DD963 Class Navy 

Destroyers prior to returning to The University of Michigan. He joined a 10-vessel fleet of Self-

Unloading ships and was involved in the construction and took delivery of three 1000 foot long 

Great Lakes self unloading vessels while serving as fleet superintendent.  He served for 12 

years as VP of Operations for Lake Carriers’ Association, a trade association representing the 

importance of Great Lakes Shipping to the regional and national economy to the Administration, 

Congress, State, and Local officials. He managed and directed all environmental matters for 

Great Lakes shipping and Co-Chaired the Ballast Technology Demonstration Program that put 

several UV and filter/hydrocyclone combinations on ship and barge for performance testing.  He 

joined another fleet and spent 5 years as the Manager of Special Projects that included MSC 

vessels, tankers, and bulk carriers.  In 2012, he formed Harkins Engineering & Environmental 

Services, LLC and has worked for many US and Canadian-Flag shipping companies on projects 

such as re-engining, shipboard ballast water treatment installations, and ballast system 

research. 


