4444 West Undine Road
Stockton, Ca 95206

March 26, 2015

Delta Stewardship Council
980 9™ Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Delta Levee Investment Strategy
Determination of State Interests
Reclamation District 544
Upper Roberts Island

Dear Council Members:

Although you are charged with “prioritizing” levees based upon relative importance to the
State of California, it is unlikely you have been on the ground in many Delta locations. This
letter and the attachment are to show you what is at stake.

This aerial photo* is of Reclamation District 544 (Upper Roberts Island), and the view is
representative of much of the South Delta: family farms and lands located above sea level.
Upper Roberts is 8,260 acres, protected by 10.6 acres of Project levees and 4.4 miles of non-
project levees. Upper Roberts has not flooded since reclamation in the 1870s.

I am not convinced the value of this community can be quantified by a computer model.
Rather, I urge you to raise this council’s awareness of areas such as Upper Roberts by your own
personal investigation. You are invited to come to the South Delta and learn who and what we
are.

Like most of the Delta, we are not a “legacy community”. But we are a community, and this
land is our legacy to the generations which will follow.

PH: (209) 464-8054
Em: reynolds6568@gmail.com

*Photo courtesy of Kjeldson, Sinnock and Neudeck, Engineers
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Land and Water Use in an Eco-Friendly Future Delta

A Multipurpose, Eco-Friendly Delta
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NOTES: The key aspects of this map include: (1) protecting levees in the western Delta to
allow for at least opportunistic through-Delta pumping; (2) large expanses of pelagic, open
water habitat; (3} large areas maintained for environmentally friendly agriculture; (4)
Suisun Marsh recreated as a brackish water tidal marsh; (5) large areas of freshwater
tidal marsh; (6) the Sacramento ship channel and deep areas of Cache Slough managed
for delta smelt spawning; (7) large expanses of floodplain, with annual floodplain created
along the eastern edge of the Yclo Bypass; (8) the Stockton ship channel maintained
through a larger area of open water (shown here as the San Joaquin River); (9) the
integrity of the Sacramento River maintained through the Delta for salmon migration; and
(10) islands reserved for experimental use, including flooding.



