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October 7, 2014 

Dr. Peter Goodwin 
Delta Science Program 
980 K Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Sent via email to science@deltacouncil.ca.gov 

Subject: Regional San's Comments on the Draft Interim Science Action 
Agenda 

Dear Dr. Goodwin, 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Draft Interim Science Action 
Agenda. 

The document covers well the major scientific research activities in the Delta, 
both planned and underway, and draws support from a wide array of agencies. 
It provides a good summary of the Delta's current research needs. The ISAA is 
also valuable in that it highlights the types of management decisions that 
would be informed by the new scientific understanding developed in each of 
the Action Areas (pages 5-16). 

It would be beneficial to discuss how the ISAA will be implemented, or used 
by the scientific community to promote greater research collaboration and 
scientific synthesis in the future. How will agencies with similar research 
interests be brought together to develop new collaborative research 
experiments? How will scientists from different disciplines be brought together 
to synthesize their understanding of a key topic and evaluate the relative 
importance of multiple system drivers? The Delta Science Program may be 
able to leverage this coordination by hosting collaborative research planning 
teams within some of the specific action areas , and encourage diverse 
participation in the process by supplying or stimulating funding support to the 
resulting project's implementation. 

There is some language in the document that describes the ISAA as promoting 
better, legitimate, and credible science (page 2, line 32 and page 3, line 1). 
Unless there is concern that current scientific research in the Delta is poor or 
lacking credibility, it might be better to rephrase these descriptions and claim 
that the ISAA will promote focused, collaborative, timely, robust, 
management-oriented, system-wide, or applied science. 
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Overall, we believe that the Interim Science Action Agenda is well constructed and should be useful 
in directing future Delta science. 

For further information, please contact Timothy Mussen at 875-4344 or via email at 
mussent@sacsewer.com. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~ O!ylll)_L---_ 
Lisa Thompson, Ph.D. 
Chief Scientist 

cc: Christoph Dobson, Regional San 
Terrie Mitchell, Regional San 
Linda Dorn, Region San 

Respectfully submitted, 

Timothy Mussen, Ph.D. 
Scientist 


