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Responses to Topics Selected by the Topics Selection Panel

Six written comments were received following posting of the four topics developed by
the topic selection panel. The first comment concerned the basic biology of invasive
species impacting the Delta. Thisis an important topic, and many of these concerns are
fundamental to topic 2 (Food Webs of Key Delta Species and Their Relationship to
Water Quality and Other Drivers). Proposals concerning the basic biology of invasive
species would likely be covered within this topic. The second comment concerned
making the Delta Regional Ecosystem Restoration Implementation Plan (DRERIP)
models available as part of the Proposal Solicitation Package (PSP). These models may
be very useful in the preparation of some proposals and are highlighted as a resource on
page 4 of our PSP document. The DRERIP models are available on the CALFED
Science Program web site (http://www.science.calwater.ca.gov/drerip/drerip_index.html).
The third comment concerned the geographic extent of potential proposals. The CALFED
Science Program has limited funds available for this PSP, and we feel that proposals need
to focus primarily upon San Francisco Bay, the Delta, and catchments entering the Delta.
The fourth comment asked if projectsin San Francisco Bay that impact the Delta are
eligible for the PSP. We concur that such proposals are eligible for consideration through
this PSP. The fifth comment requests that Butte Creek be a central focus for the research
done under topic 1 (Native Fish Biology and Ecology). Butte Creek may be an excellent
location for research within this topic area, but we will fund the best proposals within this
topic area as long as they deal with the Bay, Delta, or the catchments of the Sacramento
or San Joaquin rivers. No preference for a specific location will be given. The sixth
comment concerns addressing the recent Central Valley Chinook salmon collapse. We
feel that topics 1-3 all potentially address aspects of the Central Valley Chinook salmon
collapse. We expect proposals concerning this concern through developed topics on fish
ecology and biology, food webs, and coupled hydrologic and ecosystem models. We
appreciate the comments concerning the topics selected by the Topic Selection Panel, and
we hope this response addresses the questions that were raised. We look forward to
funding the best proposals in the topic areas developed within the PSP.
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