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What We Do?

The Delta Reform Act (2009):
 Provide oversight of the scientific research, monitoring & 

assessment programs that support adaptive 
management in the Delta

 Provide independent advice on the Delta Plan



Current Process 
 Review Delta science by themes. Thematic reviews 

presented to the Council:

 Food-webs Review (2024)
 Water Supply Reliability Estimation (2022)
 Monitoring Enterprise (2022)
 Non-native Species (2021)
 Interagency Ecological Program (2019)
 Water Quality (2018)
 Delta as an Evolving Place (2017)
 Levees (2016)
 Adaptive Management (2016)
 Fish & Flows (2015)
 Restoration (2013)

 Review agency documents



Recent Delta ISB Products

Upcoming: Contaminant Monitoring Review & Emerging Climate Research Symposium



Emerging Climate Science 
Symposium
 Symposium being planned in early 2025

 Draft prospectus went out for public 
comments

 Goals of the symposium:
 Explore the he current climate 

projections for California’s Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta and related 
uncertainties; 

 Understand how organizations in the 
region are incorporating climate change 
into their decision making. 



Upcoming Review: Contaminant Monitoring and 
Ecological Risk Assessment in the Delta

Chemical contaminants enter Delta waters from 
diverse sources that include urban and 
agricultural runoff, treated industrial and 
municipal wastewater, atmospheric deposition, 
and chemicals applied directly to surface waters 
for invasive plant and pest control.

They include metals, pesticides, pharmaceuticals, 
industrial chemicals, tire particles, microplastic, 
flame retardants and others. 



Why we care?

• Numerous contaminants have been 
shown to pose an ecological risk in 
aquatic environments, in particular some 
pharmaceuticals, metals and pesticides. 

• However, the sheer number of chemicals 
and potentially affected species continue 
to present challenges for monitoring and 
risk assessment.

• It is therefore important to use the most 
innovative methods, and adaptively 
manage contaminant monitoring and 
risk assessment programs.



Potential Goal

 To assess if current monitoring and 
assessment is capable of detecting 
threats of contaminants to the 
ecological health of the Delta 

 The main focus of this review will be 
on surface waters and risk 
assessment for aquatic species

 Builds off the 2018 review



Potential Approach

 Collect information on existing 
monitoring and assessment 
programs for contaminants and 
toxicity in the Delta 

 Review target chemicals and 
methods used

 Identify potential gaps relevant for 
the Delta

 Provide recommendations
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