
Legislative Update

April 2024



AB 2614 (Ramos) Water policy: 
California tribal communities



SB 586 (Eggman) Flood Management: 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Valley.



H.R. 7719 (Garamendi)

Abandoned and Derelict Vessel Removal Act of 2024



Bill Provisions

Removal of Abandoned and Wrecked Vessels
• Authorizes the Army Corps to remove vessels from 

federally regulated waterways, even if not impeding 
navigation

Inventory of Grounded, Abandoned, or Derelict 
Vessels
• Requires Coast Guard to create a national inventory of 

abandoned and derelict vessels that is available to the 
public

Prohibiting the Abandonment of Vessels
• Establishes federal offense to abandon vessels 

Guidelines (Rulemaking)
• Requires Coast Guard and Army Corps to adopt 

regulations to determine if a vessel is abandoned

Oil and Hazardous Substance Removal and 
the Uses of the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund
• Adds Vessel eligibility for funds from the federal    

Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund
• Discretionary authority to use the Oil Spill Liability 

Trust Fund for collection and disposal of vessels not 
involved in major oil spill response

Purchasing Federally Auctioned Vessels
• Sets standards for private individuals purchasing 

federally auctioned vessels, must certify they won’t 
abandon vessel



Staff Recommendation/
Suggested Motion

Authorize the Chair 
to submit a letter of 

support for H.R. 7719, 
the Abandoned and 

Derelict Vessel Act, to 
Congressman 

Garamendi
(Aric Crabb/Bay Area News Group)
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