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Delta Stewardship Council: January 2021 Legislative Report

Note: The deadline to introduce new legislation is February 19, 2021.
WATCH BILLS
AB 67 (Petrie-Norris D) Sea level rise: working group: economic analysis.
Introduced: 12/7/2020
Status: 1/11/2021-Referred to Com. on NAT. RES.
Location: 1/11/2021-A. NAT. RES.
Summary: Would require a state agency to take into account the current and future
impacts of sea level rise when planning, designing, building, operating, maintaining,
and investing in infrastructure located in the coastal zone or otherwise vulnerable
to flooding from sea level rise or storm surges, or when otherwise approving the
allocation of state funds for those purposes. The bill would require, by March 1,
2022, the Ocean Protection Council, in consultation with the Office of Planning and
Research, to establish a multiagency working group, consisting of specified
individuals, on sea level rise to provide recommended policies, resolutions,
projects, and other actions to address sea level rise, the breadth of its impact, and
the severity of its anticipated harm. The bill would require the council, in
consultation with the working group to, among other things, develop a
standardized methodology and template for conducting economic analyses of risks
and adaptation strategies associated with sea level rise, as provided.
AB 72 (Petrie-Norris - D) Environmental protection: Natural Resources
Agency: coastal adaptation projects: sea level rise: regulatory review and
permitting: report.
Introduced: 12/7/2020
Status: 1/11/2021-Referred to Com. on NAT. RES.
Location: 1/11/2021-A. NAT. RES.
Summary: Would enact the Coastal Adaptation Permitting Act of 2021. The bill
would require the agency to explore, and authorize it to implement, options within
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the agency’s jurisdiction to establish a more coordinated and efficient regulatory
review and permitting process for coastal adaptation projects, as defined. The bill
would require the agency to submit, by July 1, 2023, a report to the Legislature with
suggestions and recommendations for improving and expediting the regulatory
review and permitting process for coastal adaptation projects.
SB 1(Atkins - D) Coastal resources: sea level rise.
Introduced: 12/7/2020
Status: 12/8/2020-From printer. May be acted upon on or after January 7.
Location: 12/7/2020-S. RLS.
Summary: Thee California Coastal Act of 1976 establishes the California Coastal
Commission and provides for planning and regulation of development in the
coastal zone, as defined. The act requires the commission, within 90 days after
January 1, 1977, to adopt, after public hearing, procedures for the preparation,
submission, approval, appeal, certification, and amendment of a local coastal
program, including a common methodology for the preparation of, and the
determination of the scope of, the local coastal programs, as provided. This bill
would also include, as part of the procedures the commission is required to adopt,
recommendations and guidelines for the identification, assessment, minimization,
and mitigation of sea level rise within each local coastal program, as provided. The
bill would delete the timeframe specified above by which the commission is
required to adopt these procedures.
SB 27 (Skinner - D) Carbon sequestration: state goals: natural and working
lands: registry of projects.
Introduced: 12/7/2020
Status: 12/8/2020-From printer. May be acted upon on or after January 7.
Location: 12/7/2020-S. RLS.
Summary: Would require, no later than July 1, 2022, the Natural Resources Agency,
in coordination with the California Environmental Protection Agency, the State Air
Resources Board, and the Department of Food and Agriculture, to establish carbon
sequestration goals for natural and working lands, as provided. The bill would
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require the state board, as part of its scoping plan, to establish specified carbon
dioxide removal targets for 2030 and beyond.
SB 230 (Portantino - D) State Water Resources Control Board: Constituents of
Emerging Concern Program.
Introduced: 1/19/2021
Status: 1/19/2021-Introduced. Read first time. To Com. on RLS. for assignment. To
print.
Location: 1/19/2021-S. RLS.
Summary: Would require the State Water Resources Control Board to establish,
maintain, and direct an ongoing, dedicated program called the Constituents of
Emerging Concern Program to assess the state of information and recommend
areas for further study on, among other things, the occurrence of constituents of
emerging concern (CEC) in drinking water sources and treated drinking water. The
bill would require the state board to convene, by an unspecified date, the Science
Advisory Panel to review and provide recommendations to the state board on CEC
for further action, among other duties. The bill would require the state board to
provide an annual report to the Legislature on the ongoing work conducted by the
panel.
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