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Precipitation provides 97% of all water coming into California

Figure 4-1 
California’s Variable Precipitation 
On average, California receives about 200 million acre-feet per year, but in wet years precipitation can exceed 300 million acre-4 
feet and in dry years it can be less than 100 million acre-feet. The unpredictability of the state’s rainfall, and its history of multi-5 
year droughts, makes the management of available water to reliably meet in-stream and human uses extremely challenging. 6 
Source: DWR 2009; Western Regional Climate Center 2011a 

*See 5th Draft Delta Plan pg. 72
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The amount of water that is usable for human purposes is about 1/3 of the total

Source: DWR. 2005. California Water Plan 2005. Sacramento, CA.

In dry years, urban and particularly, agricultural water use increases both in absolute numbers and as a proportion of the water available. 
Water allocated to the environment declines significantly in dry years as human use comes before environmental use. 

CALIFORNIA’S WATER SUPPLY AND DEMAND 
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* See 5th Draft Delta Plan pg 74
4



* See DSC Mod New Dem Handout Dec 13. pg.  5
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Figure 4-3 
Strategies to Increase Water Supply and Reduce Demand 
California has a wealth of additional water resources that can be developed. In 2009, the Department of Water Resources 
estimated that the state could further reduce water demand and increase water supplies in the range of 5 to 10 million acre-feet 
over the next 30 years through the use of existing technologies. Improved efficiency and the development of these supplies will 
reduce reliance on the Delta and greatly improve water supply reliability for California. 
Source: DWR 2009 State Water Plan Update

*See 5th Draft Delta Plan pg. 79
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*See 5th Draft Delta Plan pg. 91 7



Various types of water rights or permits granted by government exceed the annual flows of the 
waters of California

* See State Water Resources Control Board 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/about_us/performance_report_1011/allocate/61111_wr_alloc_permits.shtml
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* See DSC Mod New Dem Handout Dec 13. pg 8
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* See DSC Mod New Dem Handout Dec. 13, pg. 12
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