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Response to comment ST49-1 
Comment is noted. 

Response to comment ST49-2 
Comment noted. 



 

 

 

Response to comment ST49-3 
The comment references subsection 3.3.2.2 and Table D-2 of the Draft 
Program EIR. The Delta Plan’s degree of influence on future undefined 
projects, is unclear; however. The Delta Stewardship Council's review of 
consistency of covered actions with the Delta Plan, including confirmation 
of consistency with existing regulations, will be focused on the Delta and 
Suisun Marsh, as described in subsection 2.1.2, Covered Actions, of the 
Draft Program EIR and as required by the Delta Reform Act. As described 
in Section 2B of the Draft Program EIR, the Delta Stewardship Council 
does not propose or contemplate directly authorizing construction or 
operation of any physical activities. Rather, through the Delta Plan, the 
Delta Stewardship Council seeks to influence the actions, activities, and/or 
projects of other agencies – the details of which are under the jurisdiction 
and authority of the individual agencies that will propose them in the 
future. Therefore, the Draft Program EIR Existing Conditions descriptions 
provides more water quality details in the Delta and Suisun Marsh than the 
information provided about other portions of the Study Area. In response 
to this comment, the data in Table D-2 related to the most recent Clean 
Water Act 303(d) list of impaired water bodies and TMDLs has been 
expanded to include a list of 303(d) impaired water bodies in the Delta and 
Suisun Marsh. Table D-2 includes information to indicate which TMDLs 
have been adopted and which are under development. The description of 
TMDLs in areas located outside of the Delta that use Delta water, 
including those under development, are discussed in subsections 3.3.5.3.2 
and 3.3.5.4.2 of the Draft Program EIR. 

Response to comment ST49-4  
Please refer to response to comment ST49-3. The Delta Plan’s degree of 
influence on future undefined projects is unclear. For these reasons, this 
EIR does not evaluate discharges pursuant to specific National Pollution 
Discharge Elimination System permits. 

Response to comment ST49-5 
As described in Section 2.2.2.1, Overview of the Delta Ecosystem 
Restoration, the proposed Delta Plan would encourage increased and 
elevation-appropriate ecosystem restoration in the Delta and Suisun Marsh 
in accordance with the Department of Fish and Game Ecosystem 



 
Restoration Program, which contains general recommendations for habitat based 
upon existing elevations.  

Response to comment ST49-6 
As described in subsection 1.4, Overview of the Delta Plan Environmental Impact 
Report, of the Draft Program EIR, the Delta Plan Program EIR is a program-level 
EIR due to the broad, program level of the Delta Plan. Future environmental 
documents would be completed by other agencies when they propose to implement 
projects that are subject to consistency reviews by the Council, or projects which 
are encouraged or otherwise influenced by the Delta Plan. Hence, this program EIR 
is not intended to provide project-level clearance for any specific project. 



 

 

 

Response to comment ST49-7 
Please see Master Response 2. 

Response to comment ST49-8 
Pursuant to Policy G P1, all applicable feasible mitigation measures 
identified in this EIR must be adopted for/included in all covered actions, 
as demonstrated through the certification process. In addition, each lead 
agency’s project-specific environmental review must be conducted in 
compliance with CEQA. Please see Master Response 4. 

Response to comment ST49-9 
As described in subsection 3.4.3.2.1, 3.4.3.3.1, and 3.4.3.4.1 of the DEIR, 
implementation of many of the projects encouraged under the proposed 
Delta Plan, including dredging projects, could result in significant adverse 
water quality impacts that would not be mitigable to a less than significant 
level. 

Response to comment ST49-10 
Please refer to the response to comment ST49-9. The impacts of storage 
projects, floodplain modification, wetlands restoration, and water quality 
projects are analyzed in EIR Sections 3 through 21. 



 

 

 

Response to comment ST49-11 
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 of the 
FEIR. 

Response to comment ST49-12  
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 

Response to comment ST49-13  
Comment noted; the requested change would not affect the evaluation of 
impacts and determination of significance. 



 

 

 

Response to comment ST49-14  
Comment noted; the requested change would not affect the evaluation of 
impacts and determination of significance. 

Response to comment ST49-15 
Comment noted. The suggested measure would be implemented, as 
appropriate, as part of the permitting process required of a given project 
proponent. 



 

 

 

Response to comment ST49-16 
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 

Response to comment ST49-17 
The proposed Delta Plan contains recommendations (WR R9, WR R10, 
and WR R11) to sustainably use groundwater and to reduce groundwater 
overdraft situations. As described in Section 2A of the Draft Program EIR 
and Section 2 of the RDEIR, it is anticipated that under the proposed Delta 
Plan, water users would develop other local and regional water supplies in 
accordance with Delta Plan policies and recommendations. The EIR 
recognizes that in some geographical areas, this could lead to retiring land 
from agricultural production, as described in Section 7, Agriculture and 
Forestry Resources. 



 

 

 

Response to comment ST49-18 
Please refer to response to comment ST49-11. 

Response to comment ST49-19 
As described on page 3-84 of the DEIR, the potential water quality 
impacts of Delta ecosystem restoration were determined to be significant 
at a program level. This conclusion may change when specific information 
becomes available for future projects.  

Response to comment ST49-20 
Please refer to the response to comment ST49-17. 

Response to comment ST49-21  
Comment noted. Until offset programs are implemented, the ongoing 
Delta Mercury Control Program, established by the SWRCB and other 
agencies, requires dischargers to conduct control studies to evaluate 
existing control methods and develop, as needed, additional control 
methods to achieve methyl mercury load and waste load allocations in 
accordance with the TMDL; and subsequently, implement methyl mercury 
control programs. 



 

 

 

Response to comment ST49-22 
Without specific details of future projects, it is not possible to develop 
quantitative thresholds of significance. Nevertheless, this EIR considers 
whether potential future actions that could be encouraged by the Delta 
Plan may cause significant adverse environmental effects. Hence, this EIR 
takes a conservative approach and assumes that most significant adverse 
impacts that have been identified for similar projects, following 
environmental review by other lead agencies, could and may be 
significant. In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in 
Section 5 of the FEIR. 

Response to comment ST49-23  
In response to this comment, Table E-4 of the Draft Program EIR has been 
modified to reflect the data presented in the cited sources. 

Response to comment ST49-24  
Comment noted. 

Response to comment ST49-25  
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 

Response to comment ST49-26  
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 



 

 

 

No comments 
- n/a - 



 

 

 

Response to comment ST49-27 
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 

Response to comment ST49-28 
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 



 

 

 

Response to comment ST49-29  
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 

Response to comment ST49-30  
In response to this comment, Table D-1 of the Draft Program EIR has 
been modified to reflect more recent data. 

Response to comment ST49-31  
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 

Response to comment ST49-32 
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 



 

 

 

Response to comment ST49-33  
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 

Response to comment ST49-34  
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 

Response to comment ST49-35  
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 

Response to comment ST49-36  
Table D-2 includes line items for mercury in Cache Creek and Delta; 
dissolved oxygen for San Joaquin River TMDL and Phase II under the 
"Stockton Deep Water Ship Channel" (now combined) and diazinon for 
the Delta under the "Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. In response to this 
comment, Table D-2 of the Draft Program EIR has been amended to 
include line items for diazinon and chlorpyrifos for Morrison Creek, 
Mosher Slough, 5 Mile Slough, Calaveras River, Mormon Slough; and 
chlorpyrifos for irrigation tailwater in French Camp Slough, Duck Slough, 
Paradise Cut, and Ulatis Creek. 



 

 

 

Response to comment ST49-37 
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 

Response to comment ST49-38 
Please refer to response to comment ST49-37. 

Response to comment ST49-39 
The reference list in subsection 21.0, References, has been amended to 
include the 2010 San Francisco Bay Basin Plan. 

Response to comment ST49-40 
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 



 

 

 

No comments 
- n/a - 



 

 

 

Response to comment ST49-41 
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 



 

 

 

Response to comment ST49-42  
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 

Response to comment ST49-43  
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 



 

 

 

Response to comment ST49-44  
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 



 

 

 

Response to comment ST49-45  
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 

Response to comment ST49-46  
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 



 

 

 

No comments 
- n/a - 



 

 

 

Response to comment ST49-47  
This is a comment on the project, not on the EIR. 



 

 

 

Response to comment ST49-48 
This is a comment on the project, not on the EIR. 

Response to comment ST49-49 
Comment noted. 
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