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Response to comment ST44-1 
Comment noted. 

Response to comment ST44-2 
Comment noted. 

  



 

 

Response to comment ST44-3  
Section 3 describes impacts of the Delta Plan and alternatives on Delta 
outflow to describe water flow into the San Francisco Bay. Delta outflow 
is anticipated to increase under the Delta Plan as compared to existing 
conditions (page 3-83 of the Draft Program EIR). Sections 3 and 11 
describe potential impacts of the Delta Plan and alternatives to increase 
sediment discharges as compared to existing conditions, and mitigation 
measures to reduce increased sediment discharge into the Delta watershed 
that could increase sediment load in San Francisco Bay. Impacts 11-4a, 
11-4b, 11-4c, and 11-4d are considered to be significant for the Delta Plan 
even after consideration of Mitigation Measures 11-4 (page 11-75 of the 
Draft Program EIR). Section 4 describes potential impacts of the Delta 
Plan and alternatives to reduce downstream sediment supplies that could 
adversely affect tidal wetlands as compared to existing conditions. Impact 
4-1d is considered to be significant for the Delta Plan (page 4-77 of the 
Draft Program EIR). Specific impacts to the Bay are too speculative and 
so are not analyzed in the EIR. 

Response to comment ST44-4  
Please see the response to comment ST44-3. 

  



 

 

Response to comment ST44-5 
The Delta Plan is intended to further the achievement of the co-equal goals 
of providing a more reliable water supply for California and protecting, 
restoring, and enhancing the Delta ecosystem. The needs of the Bay, and 
actions that advance its protection, restoration, and enhancement, are 
outside the scope of this project. 

  



 

 

Response to comment ST44-6  
Please refer to response to comment ST44-4 regarding the EIR’s approach 
to potential impacts related to new or modified water supply and storage 
facilities in the Delta watershed. The potential impacts of new conveyance 
facilities around or through the Delta, such as those that may be 
contemplated through the Bay Delta Conservation Program (BDCP), are 
discussed in Section 23 of the Draft Program EIR, although they are not 
considered to be impacts of this Project. The proposed BDCP is a 
reasonably foreseeable future project that is not part of the Delta Plan. It is 
being evaluated by the Department of Water Resources as the CEQA lead 
agency. The cumulative impacts of the proposed Delta Plan, in 
combination with the impact of the proposed BDCP, are described in EIR 
Sections 22 and 23. Please refer to Master Response 1. 

Response to comment ST44-7  
The recommendation that the EIR describe the role of climate change in 
the ongoing environmental decline in the Delta, including flood risks and 
habitat loss, is noted; these issues are discussed in Chapters 7 and 4 of the 
Final Draft Delta Plan. The potential effects of sea level rise on ecosystem 
restoration projects in the Delta (the term as used in the Draft Program 
also include Suisun Marsh) are discussed in subsection 21.4.3.2.3 
(page 21-11) of the Recirculated Draft Program EIR. 

  



 

 

Response to comment ST44-8  
Bay Conservation and Development Commission policies are discussed on 
pages D-24, D-25, D-28, D-55, D-56, D-76, D-81, D-118, and D-153 of 
the Draft Program EIR. Under Public Resources Code section 29501(b) 
and Government Code section 66632(f), and any project encouraged by 
the Delta Plan that is within BCDC jurisdiction will be required to be 
consistent with all relevant Bay Plan and Marsh Plan policies. This 
legislative mandate ensures that there will no conflict between projects 
under the Delta Plan and the plans administered by BCDC. 

Response to comment ST44-9  
Comment noted. Please refer to the response to comment ST44-8. 

Response to comment ST44-10  
Comment noted. 
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