
June 27, 2012 

Delta Stewardship Council 
Mr. Phil Isenberg – Chair    Mr. Randy Fiorini 
Ms. Gloria Gray      Mr. Patrick Johnston 
Ms. Felicia Marcus     Mr. Hank Nordhoff 
Mr. Don Nottoli 
 
RE:  Support for ACWA Ag-Urban WR P1 Alternative Language 

Dear Council Members: 

We appreciate the enormity of your undertaking to develop the Delta Plan.  Over the last year 
and half, the Plan has benefitted greatly from your dedication to participate in the vast number of 
meetings held to hear from the array of stakeholder groups that have helped shape the current draft 
version.  We understand that it is your intention during the next Council meeting to make decisions 
regarding the content of the final draft of the Plan that will then be subject to another round of public 
review and comment under the California Environmental Quality Act process prior to final adoption. 

To that end, we are writing to strongly encourage your consideration of the attached language 
addressing “WR P1: Reduce Reliance on the Delta and Improve Regional Self-Reliance”.  We recognize the 
importance of this issue to all regions of the State and have worked closely with our colleagues in the 
Delta and upstream through the ACWA Ag-Urban Coalition to help them develop this optional language.  
We share your desire to further promote improved water management throughout the State and believe 
that the most effective way to ensure advancement of this important State policy is to maintain a single 
standard of compliance, appropriately applicable to the entity seeking the covered action, and verifiable 
through routine review by the Council. 

We appreciate and look forward to the ongoing opportunity to review and comment on the next 
iteration of the draft Plan and continued cooperation with you and your staff toward ensuring a Plan that 
is effective, enhancing, and durable.  Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 
Daniel G. Nelson     Thomas W. Birmingham 
Executive Director     General Manager 
San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority  Westlands Water District 
 
 
William Harrison     Martin McIntyre 
General Manager     General Manger 
Del Puerto Water District    San Luis Water District 
 
 
Jeff Cattaneo      Steve Chedester 
District Manger & Engineer    Executive Director 
San Benito County Water District   San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors WA 



ACWA Ag-Urban Coalition Proposed WR P1 

 
WR P1: Reduce Reliance on the Delta and Improve Regional Self-Reliance 
 

A covered action is inconsistent with the Delta Plan if (1) the service area of the 
entity seeking the covered action has failed to reduce its reliance on the Delta or 
adequately contribute to improved regional self-reliance; (2) that failure has significantly 
caused the need for the covered action; and (3) the covered action would have a significant 
adverse environmental impact in the Delta. 

This policy addresses a covered action to export water from, transfer water through, 
or use water in the Delta. 

For the purposes of this policy, “reducing reliance on the Delta or adequately 
contributing to improved regional self-reliance” means (1) a reduction in net per capita 
water use; (2) a reduction in the percentage of Delta water used as a part of total regional 
water supply; or (3) compliance with state laws regarding water conservation, water 
efficiency and urban and agricultural water management planning.  For an entity that is 
required to have a plan and does not, its covered action is deemed inconsistent with the 
Delta Plan.  (1), (2), and (3) identified in this paragraph may be achieved through 
investment in water use efficiency, water recycling, advanced water technologies, local and 
regional water supply projects, and improved regional coordination of local and regional 
water supply efforts. 

For the purpose of determining if a covered action is consistent with the Delta Plan, 
the Council’s review shall be limited to the entity taking the covered action. 

To ensure advances are being made to reduce reliance on the Delta and improve 
regional self-reliance, the Delta Stewardship Council will request that the Department of 
Water Resources and Bureau of Reclamation provide to the Council a periodic (annual) 
update of reports that describe the manner in which water agencies are implementing 
State and federal water use efficiency standards. 


