
ROR018 SJTA  

 

 

Response to comment ROR018-1 
Comment noted. 

Response to comment ROR018-2  
The Revised Project is the 2012 Final Draft Delta Plan, which is analyzed 
in the RDPEIR (see, e.g., RDPEIR, p. ES-1). The revised project 
description is Section 2, Description of Revised Project, of the RDPEIR. 
The Fifth Staff Draft Delta Plan, which was the “Proposed Project” 
analyzed in the DPEIR, is now referred to as the Proposed Project 
Alternative for purposes of clarity, and is analyzed in the RDPEIR as an 
alternative (see, e.g., RDPEIR Section 25.3). Please see Master Response 
1. The RDPEIR also modifies and/or expands upon analyses presented in 
the DPEIR. For example, performance measures to assist in 
implementation of the policies and recommendations were added. 

  



 

 

Response to comment ROR018-3 
Please refer to Master Response 2 regarding the level of detail provided in 
the EIR’s analysis. Please refer to Master Response 5 regarding the 
referenced flow objectives.  

Response to comment ROR018-4  
Because Central Valley Project and State Water Project water flows 
through the Delta, many changes to the management or delivery of such 
water would “occur, in whole or in part, within the boundaries of the 
Delta,” and therefore could be a “covered action” under Water Code 
section 85057.5, a key legal and analytical distinction for the Delta Plan 
and the EIR. The San Joaquin and Sacramento rivers flow into the Delta 
and therefore are reasonably considered “tributaries.” Please see Master 
Response 1. 

The EIR uses three study areas: the Delta (including the Suisun Marsh), 
the Delta watershed, and areas outside of the Delta that use Delta water 
(DEIR, p. 1-14; see also Water Code § 85059). Because different impacts 
are likely to occur in different locations, each section of the EIR specifies 
the study area for the impact analyzed. See Master Response 2. The study 
area for Section 3 of the EIR (Water Resources) encompasses all three 
study areas listed above. DEIR, p. 3-1 to 3-3. The RDPEIR explains the 
increased geographic extent of the revised project (Final Draft Delta Plan) 
relative to the Fifth Staff Draft Delta Plan, and the types of impacts likely 
to occur in the newly covered areas (see RDEIR, p. 3-2).  

  



 

 

Response to comment ROR018-5  
The referenced Draft Substitute Environmental Document In Support of 
Potential Changes To The Water Quality Control Plan For The San 
Francisco Bay-Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta Estuary: San Joaquin River 
Flows And Southern Delta Water Quality (SED), issued by the SWRCB in 
December 2012, concludes that the analyzed flow objectives could cause 
reductions in water supplies (SED, p. ES-39 to ES-42) (SWRCB 2012). It 
also concludes that diverters may be able to reduce their reliance on 
surface water diversions, thereby reducing the significance of the 
referenced impacts on water supplies (see SED, pp. 5-90, 5-91). Thus, this 
analysis is consistent with the Delta Plan EIR and does not alter this EIR’s 
conclusions regarding the significance of the Delta Plan’s impacts on the 
environment, particularly on water supplies. RDEIR, pp. 3-5, 3-9, 3-11, 3-
14, 3-16. As a result, the referenced SED does not constitute significant 
new information that would require further recirculation pursuant to 
CEQA Guidelines section 15088.5. 

Response to comment ROR018-6  
The EIR concludes that water users—including those located upstream of 
the Delta and/or in the Delta watershed—will have alternative water 
supplies and/or demand reduction measures available to them. These 
options may include projects to recycle wastewater and stormwater, in 
addition to local groundwater (RDEIR p. 3-2). See also Master 
Response 5. In addition, social and economic impacts are not effects on 
the environment under CEQA, and are not analyzed in the EIR (CEQA 
Guidelines §§ 15064(e) and 15131; see also Master Response 2). 

Response to comment ROR018-7  
Please see Master Response 2. As described in subsection 1.4 of the Draft 
Program EIR, Overview of the Delta Plan Environmental Impact Report, 
the Delta Plan Program EIR is a program-level EIR due to the broad, 
program level of the Delta Plan. Future environmental documents would 
be completed by other agencies when they propose to implement projects 
that are subject to consistency reviews by the Council, or projects which 
are encouraged or otherwise influenced by the Delta Plan. Hence, this 
program EIR is not intended to provide project-level clearance for any 
specific project.  



Response to comment ROR018-8  
Comment noted.  
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