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Response to comment ROR017-1  
Comment noted. 

Response to comment ROR017-2  
The review period for the Recirculated Draft PEIR began on 
November 30, 2012, and ended on January 14, 2013. CEQA guidelines, 
Section 15105 requires that review periods for draft EIRs should not be 
less than 30 days, and no longer than 60 days. The 45-day comment period 
is sufficient under CEQA. 

Response to comment ROR017-3  
Regarding the Delta Plan’s application to areas upstream of the Delta, and 
the relationship between Policy WR P1 and existing water planning 
requirements, please refer to Master Response 5. Regarding the terms 
“apply” and “encourage,” please see the discussion of the Delta Plan’s 
policies and recommendations in Master Response 1.  

  



 

 

Response to comment ROR017-4  
The Delta Plan encourages the SWRCB to complete the updated Bay-
Delta Water Quality Control Plan flow objectives. However, only the 
SWRCB has authority to set those objectives. The Delta Plan and the EIR 
therefore cannot project what those objectives will be. The Delta Plan and 
the sources it cites (including especially the SWRCB’s 2010 Flow Criteria 
Report) explains that the flow objectives that best advance the coequal 
goals will be those that bring about more natural functional flows within 
and out of the Delta. See Delta Plan, pp. 136 to 142, 155, and sources cited 
therein. The EIR thus assumes, consistent with CEQA, that the SWRCB 
will adopt updated objectives that will advance such a flow regime. The 
general assumption of a more natural flow regime is sufficient for the 
EIR’s programmatic approach. The impacts of the flow objectives are 
analyzed in greater, quantitative detail, in the SWRCB’s Draft Substitute 
Environmental Document in Support of Potential Changes to the Water 
Quality Control Plan for the San Francisco Bay-Sacramento/San Joaquin 
Delta Estuary: San Joaquin River Flows and Southern Delta Water Quality 
(December 2012). See Master Response 5 for further discussion. 
Regarding the terms “apply” and “encourage,” please see the discussion of 
the Delta Plan’s policies and recommendations in Master Response 1.  



 

 

Response to comment ROR017-5  
Please see the response to comment ROR017-4. 
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