ROR016 PSSEP

Response to comment ROR016-1
Comment noted.

Response to comment ROR016-2

This comment assumes significant new diversions of water from the
Sacramento River north of the current state and federal pumping facilities
and a resulting increase in flow to the Delta from the San Joaquin River,
with resulting increases in selenium loads. The Delta Plan does not direct
such a change in diversions or flows, nor does the EIR analyze resulting
impacts on the environment. See Master Response 1. In addition, the EIR
does address selenium. Subsection 3.3.4.2.2 of the Draft Program EIR
discusses surface water quality in the San Joaquin watershed, including
selenium. Other subsections also address the presence and sources of
selenium in the Delta and its watershed (see, e.g., DEIR, pp. 3-11, 3-18,
3-37). In addition, Impacts 3-1a, 3-1c, and 3-1d address potential impacts
of the Delta Plan on water resources that relate to selenium. For example,
the analysis of impact 3-1a states that operation of new water supply
facilities may create long-term changes in local mixtures of source waters
within channels, as well as long-term changes in the balance of
sedimentation and scour within channels. These changes may affect the
bioavailability of pollutants, including selenium. Mitigation Measure 3-1
on page 3-93 of the Draft Program EIR also has been amended by adding
the following provision: "Projects that may affect drainage patterns or
flow patterns, water quality, or groundwater elevations or quality, should
use appropriate and available scientific and engineering tools and methods
to evaluate how operation of the project could affect Delta flow patterns,
water quality, and groundwater elevation and quality. The following
elements should be considered by the lead agency when pursuing a
covered action: changes in hydrodynamics, timing and quantity of fresh
water flow, temperature, salinity, selenium, dissolved oxygen, turbidity,
nutrients, methylmercury, and total organic carbon loadings and/or
concentrations.”



Response to comment ROR016-3

The proposed BDCP is a reasonably foreseeable future project that is not
part of the Delta Plan. It is being evaluated by the Department of Water
Resources as the CEQA lead agency. The cumulative impacts of the
proposed Delta Plan, in combination with the impact of the proposed
BDCP, are described in EIR Sections 22 and 23. Please refer to Master
Response 1.



Response to comment ROR016-4

Because the Delta Stewardship Council cannot direct the construction of
specific projects, nor would the projects be implemented under the direct
authority of the Council, it is difficult to identify specific future projects,
including their location. Due to this uncertainty and the programmatic
nature of the EIR in the absence of project-specific information, it is not
appropriate to speculate regarding details of future project-specific
impacts. Analyses associated with specific projects will provide such
project-level details as they become available. See also Master

Response 2.



Response to comment ROR016-5
Please see response to comment ROR016-2.
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