RLOO045 Tuolumne Co

Response to comment RLO045-1
Please see response to commenter's prior letter, LO186.

Response to comment RLO045-2

The final draft Delta Plan also applies to areas located upstream of the
Delta and the RDEIR analyzes the resulting impacts (see, e.g., RDEIR,
pp. 3-2 to 3-5, 4-2 to 4-10; see also Master Response 5).



Response to comment RLO045-3
Please see the response to comment RLO045-2.

Response to comment RLO045-4
Comment noted.
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Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the Delta Plan DEIR. The
County looks forward to your response to our comments on the DEIR and to future
discussions under our Coordination standing.

RICHARD H. PLAND,
Chalrman

Cc:  Tuolumne Utilitles District
Mountain Counties Water Resources Assoclation
Callfornia State Assoclation of Counties
Reglonal Council of Rural Countles
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Page 4-7, lines 31 - 35, Please correct this section, Sierra Nevada Ecosystem water use
includes municipal supplies to numerous communities as well as state and federal
facilities. :

Page 4-10, line 33. The first sentence appears to be incorrect re: increasing California’s
air? '

Page 4-62, lines 24-34. It i not likely that given the uncertainties presented within the
Proposed Project that proactive efforts to transfer water from north of the Delta to south
of the Delta will take place. Additionally, proposed sanctions such as ER Pl's
moratorium on new water rights permits would not engender the likelihood of Sierra
Nevada Ecosystem agencies transferring water. To the contrary such policies would
likely create a general resistance to new water transfers in the areas upstream of the
Delta.

Page 4-65, lines 8-10. Please note that CWC §1011 provides that conserved water 1s
deemed equivalent to a reasonable beneficial use of water and no forfeiture of that
water occurs, Therefore, the only circumstances to likely result in conservation
programs leading to more water releases downsiream would be as compensated water
transfers. It must also be noted that water conservation efforts cost money to
implement, In many cases the marginal costs of water conserved is much higher than
the marginal cost of water from other sources. This fact, combined with many Sierra
Nevada Ecogystem areas status as disadvantaged communities, and combined with the
ecohomy of scale for smaller systems, means that the expansion of water conservation
programs are generally an impact to the fiscal viability to small and medium sized
upstream water providers and a burden on many customers who's incomes are well
below the state average.

Page 4-70, lines 26-28. The predicted reductions in water supply for export from the
Delta would also be a likely outcome to Sierra Nevada Fcosystem communities, These
reductions would impact agriculture first and then municipal supplies. Please make this
change.

Page 4-89, Section 44.6. The initial statement on line 33 is factually incorrect and
unsupported by any evidence in the BIR. It is an unsupported conclusion. Please see the
submitted Alternative 1B for details regarding water transfers (see Ag Urban
Alternative Plan as submitted pg 19), groundwater (see Ag Urban Alternative Plan as
submitted pg. 20 & 21) and reservoir opetations (see Ag Urban Alternative Plan as
submitted pg, 22).
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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,
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WHEREAS,
VIHEREAS,
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

NEPA requires federal agencles to consider the impact of thair actions on the customs, beliefs,
and soclal forms, as well as the “materlal traits” of the people; and

itis reasonable to interpret NEPA as requiring faderal agencles to cansider the impacts of thelr
actions on those traditional and historical and economic practices, including commercial and
business activitles, which are performed or oparated on foderally and state managed lands
(including, butnotlimited to recreation, tourlsm, timber harvesting, mining, livestockgrazing, and
other commerclal pursuits); and

42 U.S.C. § 4331 places upon federal agencies the “continuing responsibllity... to use all
practicable means, consistent with other considerations of national policy to... preserve
im_ponam historie, culture, and natural aspects of our national heritage”; and

Webster's New Colleglate Dictionary (at 277, 1975) defines “culture” as “customary beliefs,
social forms, and materlal traits of a group; the Integrated pattern of human behavior passad to
succeeding genarations”; and

in 16 U.S.C. § 1604, tha Natlonal Forest Management Act, requires the Forest Service to
coordinate Its planning processes with local government units such as Tuolumne County; and

federal agencies implementing the Endangered Specles Act, the Clean Water Act, the Clean
Alr Act, and the Outdoor Recreation Goordination Act (16 U.S.C, § 4601-1(c) and (d)) are
required by Congrass to considerlocal plans and to coordinate and cooperate directly with plans
of local govarnment such as Tuolumne County; and

the coordinating provislons referred in the resolution require the Secretary of Interior to work
directly with local government to resolve water resource Issues and with regard to recreatlon

uses of the federal lands; and

the regulations issued by the federal agencies In this resolution are consistent with statutory
raquirements of goordination and direct cooperation and provlde implementation processes for
such coordination and direct conslderation and communication; and

the California Constitution has recognized Tuolumne County's authorily to exercise its local,
police and sanitary powers, and the California legislature has recognized and mandated
exarcisd of certain of those powers In specific statutes; and

the California legislature has mandated In Government Code § 86300 that éach county shall
prepare a comprehensive plan, and stated legislative Intent In Section 65300.9 that the county
planning shall be coordinated with federal and state program aclivities, and has mandated In
Sectlon 65103 that county local plans and programs must be coordinated with plans and

programs of other agencles; and

the California leglslature has stated its intent In Section 85070 that preparation of state and
regional transporiation plans be parformed In a cooperative process Involving local government;
and

the California legislature has mandated in Section 65040 that the State Office of Planning and
Research shall “coordinate, In conjunction with...local agencies: with regard to matters relating
to the environmental quality of the state”; and
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