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Response to comment RLO026-1 
Please see the responses to the commenter's prior letter, LO231. 

Response to comment RLO026-2 
The existing conditions at the time of the publication of the Notice of 
Preparation of this EIR in December 2010, is the normal CEQA 
environmental baseline pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15125(a). 
As described on page 2A-67 and Section 2.3.2 of the Draft Program EIR 
and as required by CEQA Guidelines section 15126.6(e), the No Project 
Alternative, consists of the environment if no Delta Plan is adopted and 
assumes that existing relevant plans and policies would continue, 
including reasonably foreseeable modified or new plans that are currently 
being analyzed for adoption or are currently required to be adopted. The 
No Project Alternative also includes physical activities and projects that 
are permitted and funded at this time. The proposed Delta Plan and the 
alternatives are compared to the environmental baseline described above. 



 

 

Response to comment RLO026-3 
Please see response to comment RLO026-2 above. The impacts of the No 
Project Alternative would not change, regardless of the completion of a 
specific project during the preparation of this EIR, because the no project 
alternative assumes that existing relevant plans and policies, as well as 
permitted and funded physical activities and projects, would continue to 
be implemented. 

Response to comment RLO026-4 
This is a comment on the project, not on the EIR. Social and economic 
impacts are not effects on the environment under CEQA, and are not 
analyzed in the EIR (CEQA Guidelines §§ 15064(e) and 15131).There is 
no mitigation measure 5-3 in the EIR because the revised project will have 
no impact related to housing placement within the 100-year flood hazard 
area as mapped on a federal Flood Hazard Boundary, Flood Insurance 
Rate Map, or other flood hazard delineation map. 



 

 

Response to comment RLO026-5 
The analysis of the environmental effect of a project consists of 
considering direct physical changes in the environment and reasonably 
foreseeable indirect physical changes in the environment which may be 
caused by a project (CEQA Guidelines § 15064(d)). See CEQA 
Guidelines § 15382 (significant effect on the environment means a 
substantial adverse change in the physical conditions within the area 
affected by the project). Social and economic impacts are not effects on 
the environment under CEQA, and are not analyzed in the EIR (CEQA 
Guidelines §§ 15064(e) and 15131). 



 

 

Response to comment RLO026-6 
The quoted text from pages 6-3, 6-4, and 6-5 of the RDPEIR describes 
significant land use impacts from projects that may be encouraged by the 
Delta Plan. Most of the impacts would be temporary, construction-related 
impacts that would remain significant, despite the implementation of 
mitigation measures (RDEIR, pp. 6-17 and 6-18). The proposed BDCP is 
a reasonably foreseeable future project that is not part of the Delta Plan. It 
is being evaluated by the Department of Water Resources as the CEQA 
lead agency. The cumulative impacts of the proposed Delta Plan, in 
combination with the impact of the proposed BDCP, are described in EIR 
Sections 22 and 23. Please refer to Master Response 1. The comment 
regarding legacy communities is a comment on the project, not on the 
EIR. 



 

 

Response to comment RLO026-7 
Comment noted. 
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