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Response to comment RLO023-1 
Comment noted. 

Response to comment RLO023-2 
Comment noted. 

Response to comment RLO023-3 
As described in Section 23 of the Recirculated Draft Program EIR, if 
completed and approved by the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, the BDCP must be considered by the Delta Stewardship Council 
and included in the Delta Plan as required by the Delta Reform Act (Water 
Code section 85320 et seq.). Please see Master Response 1. 

  



 

 

Response to comment RLO023-4 
The Delta Plan encourages the SWRCB to complete the updated Bay-
Delta Water Quality Control Plan flow objectives. However, only the 
SWRCB has authority to set those objectives. The Delta Plan and the EIR 
therefore cannot project what those objectives will be. The Delta Plan and 
the sources it cites (including especially the SWRCB’s 2010 Flow Criteria 
Report) explains that the flow objectives that best advance the coequal 
goals will be those that bring about more natural functional flows within 
and out of the Delta. See Delta Plan, pp. 136 to 142, 155, and sources cited 
therein. The EIR thus assumes, consistent with CEQA, that the SWRCB 
will adopt updated objectives that will advance such a flow regime. The 
general assumption of a more natural flow regime is sufficient for the 
EIR’s programmatic approach. The impacts of the flow objectives are 
analyzed in greater, quantitative detail, in the SWRCB’s Public Draft 
Substitute Environmental Document in Support of Potential Changes to 
the Water Quality Control Plan for the San Francisco Bay-
Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta Estuary: San Joaquin River Flows and 
Southern Delta Water Quality (December 2012). See Master Response 5 
for further discussion. The EIR’s analyses of the Delta Plan and the 
alternatives assumes, as CEQA requires, that its policies and 
recommendations are implemented. It determines that while such change 
could reduce the availability of Delta water, the local and regional self-
reliance encouraged under the Delta Plan would prevent most significant 
environmental impacts related to reduced water supplies. The Delta Plan 
also encourages, and in certain circumstances would require, water supply 
agencies to reduce reliance on the Delta water through implementation of 
local and regional water supply projects, including water use efficiency, 
water recycling, and groundwater conjunctive use programs to meet water 
demands. Regarding the ability of these supplies to meet demand, please 
refer to Master Response 5. Regarding the ability of the Delta Plan to meet 
its objectives, please refer to Master Response 3. 

Response to comment RLO023-5 
This is a comment on the project, not on the EIR. Because Central Valley 
Project and State Water Project water flows through the Delta, many 
changes to the management or delivery of such water would “occur, in 
whole or in part, within the boundaries of the Delta,” and would therefore 
potentially be a “covered action” under Water Code section 85057.5. 
Please see Master Response 1. 



Response to comment RLO023-6 
Comment noted. 
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