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Response to comment RLO004-1 
Please see the responses to the commenter's prior letter, LO167. 

Response to comment RLO004-2 
As described in Section 1 of the Draft Program EIR and further explained 
in Master Response 1, the EIR analyzes impacts throughout the Delta, 
areas that use Delta water, and the Delta watershed. In some sections of 
the EIR, impacts are described specifically for different areas; in others, 
where impacts from projects encouraged by the Delta Plan will likely be 
similar throughout the study area, regional differences are not highlighted. 
Each conclusion regarding an impact’s significance applies throughout the 
EIR’s study area, including upstream areas of the watershed, like the 
north-of-Delta region. 

Regarding the impacts, of Delta flow criteria, including impacts related to 
recreation, water supply, and groundwater, please see Master Response 5. 
Regarding the relationship of BDCP to the Delta Plan, the project under 
review in this EIR, please see Master Response 1. Portions of this 
comment discussing the merits of the Delta Plan are comments on the 
project, not on the EIR. 

  



 

 

No comments 
- n/a - 

  



 

 

Response to comment RLO004-3 
Comment noted. 

  



 

 

Response to comment RLO004-4 
The EIR considers the groundwater-related impacts of the operations of 
reliable water supply impacts, and determines they would be less than 
significant. RDPEIR at 3-5. These impacts therefore do not require 
mitigation. 

Response to comment RLO004-5 
Social and economic impacts are not effects on the environment under 
CEQA, and are not analyzed in the EIR (CEQA Guidelines §§ 15064(e) 
and 15131). The EIR recognizes on page 18-32 of the Draft Program EIR 
that the Delta Plan could adversely impact reservoir-based recreation. This 
analysis is further discussed in Master Response 5. 

Response to comment RLO004-6 
The Recirculated Draft Program EIR considers the impacts of the Final 
Draft Delta Plan (the “Revised Project”) and compares its impacts to those 
of the Fifth Staff Draft Delta Plan (the “Proposed Project”). One change 
between the Final Draft and Fifth Staff Draft is that the Final Draft 
clarifies that policies and recommendations regarding reliable water 
supplies apply in upstream areas of the Delta watershed. As the EIR states, 
new groundwater projects are relatively unlikely in these areas, as they 
have limited groundwater supplies. Thus, adding those areas to the EIR’s 
analysis does not increase impacts related to groundwater. Please also see 
Master Response 5. 

Response to comment RLO004-7 
Please see Master Response 5. 

  



 

 

Response to comment RLO004-8 
Please see Master Response 5. 

Response to comment RLO004-9 
This is a comment on the project, not on the EIR. 

Response to comment RLO004-10 
Please see Master Response 5. The analysis in this EIR determines that 
groundwater water supplies would not become overdrafted because the 
proposed Delta Plan encourages establishment of balanced groundwater 
management programs, as further discussed in Master Response 5. 
Therefore, it is assumed that in areas where groundwater is insufficient to 
meet demand, other water supplies, including recycled water, local water 
storage facilities, ocean desalination, water use efficiency and 
conservation, and water transfers, would be used to meet the water 
demands projected in adopted general plans. 

Response to comment RLO004-11 
Please see Master Response 5. 

Response to comment RLO004-12 
Please see Master Response 5. 

Response to comment RLO004-13 
Please see Master Response 5. 

Response to comment RLO004-14 
Please see Master Response 5. 

Response to comment RLO004-15 
Please see Master Response 5. 

  



 

 

Response to comment RLO004-16 
Please see Master Response 5. 

Response to comment RLO004-17 
Please see Master Response 5. 

Response to comment RLO004-18 
Please see Master Response 5. 

Response to comment RLO004-19 
Please see Master Response 5. 

Response to comment RLO004-20 
Socioeconomic impacts are not effects on the environment under CEQA, 
and are not analyzed in the EIR (CEQA Guidelines §§ 15064(e) and 
15131). 
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