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Response to comment RI001-1 
The proposed BDCP is a reasonably foreseeable future project that is not 
part of the Delta Plan. It is being evaluated by the Department of Water 
Resources as the CEQA lead agency. The cumulative impacts of the 
proposed Delta Plan, in combination with the impact of the proposed 
BDCP, are described in EIR Sections 22 and 23. Please refer to Master 
Response 1. 

Response to comment RI001-2 
This is a comment on the project, not on the EIR. Delta Plan 
recommendation WR R15 recommends that DWR and the SWRCB work 
with stakeholders to identify and recommend measures to reduce 
procedural and administrative impediments to water transfers and protect 
water rights and environmental resources (RDEIR, Appendix C, 
Table C-12, p. C-14; Final Draft Delta Plan, p. 112). Delta Plan 
Recommendation WR R17 recommends that DWR, in coordination with 
multiple state agencies and stakeholder, develop a coordinated statewide 
system for water use reporting that would include data needed to better 
manage California's water resources (RDEIR, Appendix C, Table C-12, 
p. C-15; Final Draft Delta Plan, p. 113). As stated in Chapter 3 of the 
Delta Plan, the rationale for the recommendation is to address the lack of 
accurate, timely, consistent, and transparent information on the 
management of California water supplies and beneficial uses, which is a 
significant impediment to the achievement of the coequal goals. 

Response to comment RI001-3 
Please see response to I001-1. 



 

 

Response to comment RI001-4 
Please see response to comment I001-1 and Master Response 5. As 
described on page 2A-39, Lines 38 through 40, of the Draft Program EIR 
and Master Response 5, it is anticipated that implementation of updated 
water quality and flow objectives by the State Water Resources Control 
Board (SWRCB) could increase Delta outflow, reduce current reverse 
flow conditions in the south Delta, increase flows in restored Delta 
floodplains, and result in a more “natural flow regime” in the Delta. 
Neither the Delta Plan nor the SWRCB’s flow objectives will affect water 
rights. Following the adoption of its flow objectives, the SWRCB will 
engage in a further public proceeding, including complete environmental 
review, concerning implementation of the objectives, which may include 
altering water rights. Please see Master Response 5 for further discussion 
of the EIR’s analysis of the updated flow objectives and the protections for 
exiting water uses and users. The hydroelectric power generation at the 
SWP and CVP reservoirs is primarily used to convey SWP and CVP 
water. Even if future flow objectives result in changing the timing of 
reservoir operations, water releases from the SWP and CVP reservoirs 
would continue to generate electricity, although in a different time of the 
year, which could be used to meet a portion of California's energy supply. 
If less water is conveyed through the Delta by SWP and CVP, there would 
be less demand for energy for conveyance of this water. 

Response to comment RI001-5 
Please see response to comment I001-04. The BDCP is separate project, 
for which the Department of Water Resources is the lead agency. It is not 
a part of the Delta Plan and was therefore not analyzed in the EIR, as 
further explained in Master Response 1. 
 



 

 

Response to comment RI001-6 
Comment noted. Please see response to comment I001-1. 



 

 

No comments 
- n/a - 



 

 

Response to comment RI001-7 
Comment noted. 



 

 

Response to comment RI001-8 
Please see response to comment I001-01. Compliance with the public trust 
doctrine is required by the Delta Reform Act, as recognized in Water Code 
sections 85022(c)(3) and 85032(h). The Final Staff Draft Delta Plan 
discusses the public trust doctrine throughout, particularly at pages 81 
through 83. The EIR analyzes the Delta Plan’s impacts on all relevant 
public trust resources, including water resources (Section 3), fisheries 
(Section 4), recreation (Section 18), and navigation (Section 24). 



 

 

No comments 
- n/a - 
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