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Response to comment OR99-1  
Comment noted. 

Response to comment OR99-2  
This is a comment on the Project, not on the EIR. 

Response to comment OR99-3  
This is a comment on the Project, not on the EIR. In addition, the Delta 
Protection Commission completed its Economic Sustainability Plan for the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (“Economic Sustainability Plan”) after 
issuance of the Draft EIR (RDEIR p. 2-13; Final Draft Delta Plan, pp. 
178-179). The Final Draft Delta Plan incorporates recommendations from 
this document, which are particularly relevant to discussions of 
socioeconomic effects in the primary zone of the Delta. See, e.g., Final 
Draft Delta Plan, pp. 178-179, 211; Economic Sustainability Plan, 
p. 20-22. 

  



 

 

Response to comment OR99-4  
Comment noted. 

  



 

 

Response to comment OR99-5  
As described in Section 3 of the EIR, changes to water quality related to 
implementation—which includes both construction and operation—of any 
of the alternatives remains significant and unavoidable after mitigation.  

As described in Master Response 4, the impacts of the Delta Plan are the 
impacts of the future projects that the Plan will encourage; the appropriate 
mitigation measures to reduce or avoid those impacts will, similarly, apply 
to those future specific projects. The EIR thus considers the impacts of, 
and identifies mitigation for, all of the different types of projects 
encouraged by the Delta Plan: water supply reliability projects, Delta 
ecosystem restoration projects, water quality improvement projects, flood 
risk reduction projects, and projects to protect and enhance the Delta as an 
evolving place. It would be inappropriately premature and speculative for 
the EIR to address detailed mitigation measures in the absence of specific 
information regarding proposed projects. 

Response to comment OR99-6  
The Delta Plan and other alternatives in the EIR assume that water users 
would be encouraged to implement reliable water supply actions to offset 
any reductions in water diverted from the Delta. Such measures could 
include wastewater and stormwater recycling, water use efficiency and 
conservation, and ocean desalination. As described in Section 3.4.3.1.2, 
neither the construction nor the operation of these activities is expected to 
substantially deplete groundwater or substantially interfere with its 
recharge. Likewise, the EIR concludes that the Delta Plan would not 
substantially change water supplies available to users of Delta water under 
impact 3-3. Please also see Master Response 5. 

  



 

 

Response to comment OR99-7  
The proposed Delta Plan encourages development of local and regional 
water supplies, including water use efficiency, water recycling, 
desalination, water transfers, conservation, and groundwater conjunctive 
use programs to meet water demands projected in existing general plans 
and to offset any reductions in diversions from the Delta. The Delta Plan 
also encourages development of local and regional water supplies in 
response to increased salinity in the Delta due to implementation of 
reliable water supply, Delta ecosystem restoration, improved water 
quality, and flood risk reduction actions. The potential for secondary 
impacts associated with the potential for reduced water supplies for some 
users is discussed in Master Response 5. 

  



 

 

Response to comment OR99-8  
The Delta Plan policy, RR P3 in the Revised Project, uses the word 
"encroachment“ as defined in the Department of Water Resources’ Interim 
Levee Design Criteria for Urban and Urbanizing Areas in the Sacramento-
San Joaquin Valley, as indicated in Appendix C of the Draft Program EIR. 
Federal and State agencies currently use adopted criteria to determine if 
future projects would impede flows or reduce flood protection, as 
described in existing conditions of Section 5 and Appendix D of the EIR 
and in the Final Draft Delta Plan. Due to the programmatic nature of the 
EIR, the EIR assumed that these types of analysis would be used in the 
future by these agencies and the Council. Please refer to Master 
Response 2. 

Response to comment OR99-9  
As described in Sections 5, 7, and 11 of the EIR, implementation of Delta 
ecosystem restoration actions could result in significant adverse impacts 
on agricultural resources and soils due to the occurrence of high 
groundwater in adjacent areas that have not been converted to ecosystems 
habitat. Delta ecosystem restoration actions also could expand the 
floodplains in some areas and reduce the flood storage space in others. 
Therefore, as described in Section 5 of the EIR, the Delta Plan could result 
in significant adverse impacts to both drainage courses and flood risks to 
people and structures. 

  



 

 

Response to comment OR99-10  
Please refer to Master Response 4. 

Response to comment OR99-11  
The Delta Plan, Revised Project, and Alternatives 1A, 2, and 3 include 
provisions to minimize or prevent future encroachments of structures into 
the floodways and bypasses. 

  



 

 

Response to comment OR99-12  
Social and economic impacts are not effects on the environment under 
CEQA, and are not analyzed in the EIR (CEQA Guidelines §§ 15064(e) 
and 15131). See Master Response 2. 

Response to comment OR99-13  
As described in Section 5.4.3.3 of the Recirculated Draft Program EIR, the 
Revised Project includes measures to reduce impacts on agricultural lands. 
Representative measures include: 1) development of new water 
management facilities, habitat restoration areas, and flood management 
infrastructure in areas to avoid conflicts with existing or planned land 
uses; 2) prioritization of the use of public lands for ecosystem restoration 
prior to purchase of new public lands for ecosystem restoration, and, if 
property purchases are necessary, prioritization of the land purchase from 
willing sellers; and 3) support of the vitality of agricultural practices and 
protection of recreational resources (RDEIR p. 5-15). 

  



 

 

Response to comment OR99-14  
The Delta Plan assumes that water supply agencies would be encouraged 
to reduce reliance on the Delta water through implementation of local and 
regional water supplies, including water use efficiency, water recycling, 
and groundwater conjunctive use programs to meet water demands 
projected in existing general plans. The EIR acknowledges that the 
reduced availability of Delta water may cause the conversion of 
agricultural land to other uses (DPEIR p. 7-27). Master Response 5 
discusses this and other potential water-supply impacts of the Delta 
Plan. The Reliable Water Supply subsection of sections 3 through 
21 analyzes the impacts of the development of local and regional 
water supplies. 

  



 

 

Response to comment OR99-15  
For purposes of addressing potential environmental impacts in accordance 
with CEQA, consistency with existing zoning or applicable land 
management plans is used as a basis for assessing the compatibility of a 
project with existing planning goals and objectives. Although a change in 
zoning or general plan designation would eliminate an inconsistency, it 
would not eliminate the overall incompatibility of a project with existing 
planning goals or objectives. For this and other reasons, it is expected that 
a significant impact would result, even with implementation of mitigation. 
A mitigation measure requiring that a conditional use permit be obtained 
or that zoning be changed would not alleviate this impact. 

  



 

 

Response to comment OR99-16  
Please refer to response to comment OR99-14. 

Response to comment OR99-17  
The EIR addresses drainage in several sections. The impacts associated 
with maintaining drainage systems are discussed in Section 5. The impacts 
associated with high groundwater levels that would cause further drainage 
issues are discussed in Section 11. Impacts associated with 
implementation of the Delta Plan and alternatives could result in 
significant adverse impacts to flood management and soils, as described in 
Sections 5 and 11 of the EIR. 

  



 

 

Response to comment OR99-18 
The finding of less than significant was based upon the findings of the 
analogous projects, as described on page 14-20 of the Draft Program EIR. 
Please refer to Master Response 2. 

  



 

 

Response to comment OR99-19  
As described on page 2B-2 of the Draft Program EIR, the Delta 
Stewardship Council does not propose or contemplate directly authorizing 
any physical activities. Rather, through the Delta Plan, the Delta 
Stewardship Council seeks to influence the actions, activities, and/or 
projects of other agencies, the details of which would be under the 
jurisdiction and authority of the agencies that will propose them in the 
future and conduct future environmental review. Accordingly, this EIR 
makes a good faith effort to disclose the potentially significant 
environmental effects of the types of projects that may be encouraged by 
the Delta Plan and to identify program-level mitigation measures. 
Moreover, CEQA does not require—nor does the EIR provide—analysis 
of social and economic impacts, nor does it require cost-benefit analysis. 
Please see Master Response 2. 

Response to comment OR99-20  
As described in Section 2A of the Draft Program EIR, the Delta Plan and 
several alternatives would encourage the development of new or expanded 
water and recycled wastewater or stormwater facilities to reduce reliance 
on the Delta water. These facilities would be part of the Delta Plan or 
alternatives, but would not cause the need for additional water supply and 
treatment capacity in addition to the facilities encouraged under the Delta 
Plan or alternatives to meet additional demands. Impacts associated with 
the facilities encouraged for implementation under the Delta Plan are 
described in other chapters of the Draft Program EIR, including the need 
for new water treatment facilities. These impacts are primarily described 
in Section 3, Water Resources and Section 4, Biological Resources.  

In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR.  

Response to comment OR99-21 
Section 21 of the EIR discussed that implementation of the alternatives 
(including actions to support reliable water supplies, Delta ecosystem 
restoration, improved water quality, Delta enhancements, and flood risk 
reduction) would result in significant adverse impacts related to GHG 
emissions. 

  



 

 

No comments 
- n/a - 
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