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Response to comment OR88-1  
Based upon a review of the California Department of Conservation 
records, it was determined that no Mineral Resource Zones (MRZ) of 
regional or statewide importance exist within the Delta or Suisun Marsh. 
The MRZs have been defined by the State Geologist in accordance with 
the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA) (Pub. 
Resources Code section 2710 et seq.). The minerals considered under 
SMARA for inclusion in MRZs include mineral resources used for: 
(1) construction (e.g., sand, gravel, crushed rock); (2) industrial or 
chemical processing (e.g., limestone, dolomite, marble, sand, clays, 
phosphate, borates and gypsum, building stone, rock); (3) metals and rare 
minerals (e.g., gold, silver, platinum, iron, copper, lead, zinc, mercury, 
gemstones); and (4) non-fluid mineral fuels (coal, peat, organic shale, tar 
sand). Because SMARA does not address fluid mineral fuels (e.g., oil or 
natural gas), natural gas resources are not included within the MRZ 
designations. Impact 13.2, however, analyzes the impacts to other 
resources of local importance, including gas wells. See DEIR at 13-10; 
RDPEIR at 13-6. 

Response to comment OR88-2  
Please refer to response to comment OR88-2. Projects encouraged by the 
Delta Plan will be subject to complete environmental review at the time 
they are proposed. 
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