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Response to comment OR107-1  
Please refer to the responses to comments OR107-2 through OR107-6 
below. 

  



 

 

Response to comment OR107-2  
This is a comment on the Project, not on the EIR. 

Response to comment OR107-3  
This is a comment on the Project, not on the EIR. 

  



 

 

Response to comment OR107-4  
Please refer to Master Response 5. 

Response to comment OR107-5  
The Delta Protection Commission completed its Economic Sustainability 
Plan for the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (“Economic Sustainability 
Plan”, DPC 2012) after issuance of the Draft EIR. RDEIR (Vol. 3), p. 2-
13; Final Draft Delta Plan, pp. 178-179. The Final Draft Delta Plan 
incorporates recommendations from this document, which are particularly 
relevant to discussions of socioeconomic effects in the primary zone of the 
Delta (see, e.g., Final Draft Delta Plan, pp. 178-179, 211; Economic 
Sustainability Plan, p. 20-22). Where socioeconomic issues could translate 
into physical changes, the EIR evaluates the potential adverse 
environmental consequences of those potential physical changes. 
Otherwise, social and economic impacts are not effects on the 
environment under CEQA, and are not analyzed in the EIR (CEQA 
Guidelines §§ 15064(e) and 15131). See also Master Response 2. 

  



 

 

Response to comment OR107-6  
As described in Section 2B of the Draft Program EIR and Master 
Response 2, the Delta Stewardship Council does not propose or 
contemplate directly authorizing any physical activities, including but not 
limited to construction or operation of infrastructure. Rather, through the 
Delta Plan, the Delta Stewardship Council seeks to influence the actions, 
activities, and/or projects of other agencies, the details of which would be 
under the jurisdiction and authority of the agencies that will propose them 
in the future and conduct future environmental review. Without specific 
details of future projects, it is not possible for the Delta Stewardship 
Council to develop quantitative thresholds of significance, conduct site-
specific quantitative analyses, and design site-specific mitigation 
measures. Accordingly, in the absence of specific proposed physical 
projects, this EIR makes a good faith effort to disclose the potentially 
significant environmental effects of the types of projects that may be 
encouraged by the Delta Plan and to identify program-level mitigation 
measures. Impacts on each of the potentially affected resources areas are 
analyzed at a program level in Sections 3 through 21 of this EIR.  

To the extent that the comment refers to the proposed BDCP, this is a 
reasonably foreseeable future project that is being evaluated by the 
Department of Water Resources as the CEQA lead agency. The 
cumulative impacts of the proposed Delta Plan, in combination with the 
impact of the proposed BDCP, are described in EIR Sections 22 and 23. 
See also Master Response 1. 

Response to comment OR107-7  
Comment noted. 
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