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Response to comment OR103-1  
Comment noted. 

Response to comment OR103-2  
Regarding the EIR’s project description, please refer to Master 
Response 1. Regarding the analysis of the proposed Delta Plan and the 
alternative’s respective abilities to meet the project objectives, please refer 
to Master Response 3. 

  



 

 

Response to comment OR103-3 
Please refer to Master Response 3. 

Response to comment OR103-4 
The Final Draft Delta Plan, the environmental impacts of which are 
analyzed in the Recirculated Draft PEIR, includes performance measures. 

  



 

 

Response to comment OR103-5 
Section 21 of the EIR considers the greenhouse gas-related impacts of the 
operation of recycled water facilities, along with other types of projects 
that the Delta Plan would encourage to further water supply reliability and 
water quality (DEIR at 21-11, 21-20; RDEIR at 21-4, 21-16). It 
determines that quantification of operational emissions would be too 
speculative at this program level because of unknown project details, 
localized variables, and operational considerations, and that the potential 
impact is significant and unavoidable. Sections 3 through 21 of the EIR 
addresses the potential impacts of construction and operation of the 
advanced treatment, including membrane filtration and desalination of the 
recycled water, ocean or brackish water, or contaminated groundwater, 
and indicates that the potential impacts could be significant. The EIR does 
not analyze economic impacts. The reference to drinking water quality in 
Section 2A of the EIR is related to drinking water quality in disadvantaged 
communities, as addressed in the Delta Plan in recommendation for Issues 
for Future Evaluation and Coordination. 

  



 

 

Response to comment OR103-6 
As described on page 2A-67 and Section 2.3.2 of the Draft Program EIR 
and as required by CEQA Guidelines section 15126.6(e), the No Project 
Alternative, consists of the environment if no Delta Plan is adopted and 
assumes that existing relevant plans and policies would continue. The No 
Project Alternative also includes physical activities and projects that are 
permitted and funded at this time. The analysis of the No Project 
Alternative in Sections 3 through 21 of the DEIR and RDEIR assumes all 
of these conditions. The No Project Alternative does not include future 
projects that would require future studies, environmental documentation, 
or permitting, including projects encouraged by the proposed Delta Plan or 
one of the alternatives. 

Response to comment OR103-7 
Please refer to Master Response 3. 

Response to comment OR103-8 
Please refer to Master Response 3. 

Response to comment OR103-9 
The EIR’s thresholds of significance are based on Appendix G to the 
CEQA Guidelines. Appendix G’s thresholds include XVI(d): “Have 
sufficient water supplies available to serve the project from existing 
entitlements and resources, or are new or expanded entitlements needed?” 
This was modified for the present EIR, as the Delta Plan is not a project 
that would be served by a water supply. Instead, it may impact suppliers’ 
ability to provide water for existing projects. Thus, the EIR considers 
whether the Delta Plan would “substantially change water supply 
availability to water users that use Delta water.” The thresholds in 
Appendix G, section II, Agricultural Resources, are used essentially in the 
form they are provided in Appendix G with only minor changes in 
wording. 

Regarding the EIR’s analysis of Alternative 2 and the determination of the 
environmentally superior alternative, please see Master Response 3. 
Mitigation measures have been identified in Sections 3 through 21 to 
reduce adverse impacts of construction and operation of water, 
wastewater, and stormwater treatment systems 

  



 

 

Response to comment OR103-10  
Comment noted; the requested change would not affect the evaluation of 
impacts and determination of significance. 

Response to comment OR103-11  
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 

Response to comment OR103-12  
Existing water quality conditions are discussed in Section 3 of the Draft 
Program EIR. 

  



 

 

Response to comment OR103-13 
Comment noted; the requested change would not affect the evaluation of 
impacts and determination of significance. 

Response to comment OR103-14 
The Delta Plan includes Ecosystem Restoration Policy (ER P5) which 
states: "The potential for new introductions of, or improved habitat 
conditions for, nonnative invasive species must be fully considered and 
avoided or mitigated in a way that appropriately protects the ecosystem." 
The EIR analyzes the Delta Plan’s significant adverse impacts on the 
environment. It provides a general description of the existing conditions in 
Sections 3 through 21 of the DEIR including declining conditions in the 
Delta, such as invasive species in Section 4, but does not analyze the 
impacts of current operations and programs there, except as part of the No 
Project alternative, as discussed in Master Response 1. 

Response to comment OR103-15 
Please refer to response to comment OR103-14. 

Response to comment OR103-16 
While it is true that much more is known about the impacts of habitat loss 
and entrainment than is known about the effects of toxic chemicals, the 
USFWS (2008a) identifies contaminants as one of the factors affecting 
Delta smelt. Other factors identified include water diversions and reservoir 
operations, changes in the Delta food web, microcystis, climate change, 
and "other stressors" such as aquatic macrophytes, predators, and 
competition. 

  



 

 

Response to comment OR103-17  
The Delta Plan’s ability to advance the project objectives is discussed in 
Master Response 3. Mitigation measures that could be utilized on future 
projects are included in Sections 3 through 21 of the EIR. Impacts of 
recycled water facilities related to greenhouse gas emissions, energy, and 
cumulative impacts are addressed in Sections 21, 24, and 22, respectively. 

Response to comment OR103-18  
Please refer to Master Responses 4. 

Response to comment OR103-19  
The EIR addresses impacts of the Proposed Project and the alternatives as 
compared to the existing conditions. The EIR does not offer mitigation 
measures for continuation of the existing conditions. 

  



 

 

Response to comment OR103-20  
Please refer to Master Response 1. 

  



 

 

Response to comment OR103-21  
Section 2A describes the Delta Plan in sufficient detail for the EIR’s 
program-level analysis. The EIR is not required to include the entire Delta 
Plan. 

Response to comment OR103-22  
This is a comment on the project, not on the EIR. 

Response to comment OR103-23  
Please refer to Master Response 2. 

  



 

 

Response to comment OR103-24  
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 

Response to comment OR103-25  
Please refer to the preceding responses. 

  



 

 

No comments 
- n/a - 
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