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Response to comment LO228-1
Comment noted.



Response to comment LO228-2

In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this
FEIR. Appendix D in the Draft Program EIR includes the Delta Protection
Act of 1992, which added to and modified the Delta Protection Act of
1959. Appendix D has been amended to add descriptions of the Watershed
Protection Act, Area of Origin laws, State Anti-Degradation Policy,
Davis-Dolwig Act, and San Joaquin River Act.



Response to comment LO228-3

This EIR evaluates the potential for each of the alternatives to be in
conflict with existing policies and regulations that may lead to significant
effects on the environment, as described in Sections 3 through 21 of the
EIR. Consistency with plans, policies and regulations adopted for the
purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect is discussed, in
particular, in EIR Section 6, Land Use and Planning.

Response to comment LO228-4

Please refer to response to comment LO228-3. The process for selecting
the reasonable range of alternatives analyzed in this EIR is described in
Subsections 2.3.1.4 through 2.3.1.6 of the DEIR. An additional alternative,
the Revised Project, was analyzed in the RDEIR. Please refer to Master
Response 3. Only feasible mitigation measures are identified in this EIR
for adoption by the Council.



No comments
-n/a -



Response to comment LO228-5

As described in Section 2B of the Draft Program EIR, the Delta
Stewardship Council does not propose or contemplate directly authorizing
any physical activities, including but not limited to construction or
operation of infrastructure. Rather, through the Delta Plan, the Delta
Stewardship Council seeks to influence the actions, activities, and/or
projects of other agencies, the details of which would be under the
jurisdiction and authority of the agencies that will propose them in the
future and conduct future environmental review. Without specific details
of future projects, it is not possible for the Delta Stewardship Council to
develop quantitative thresholds of significance, conduct site-specific
guantitative analyses, and design site-specific mitigation measures.
Accordingly, in the absence of specific proposed physical projects, this
EIR makes a good faith effort to disclose the potentially significant
environmental effects of the types of projects that may be encouraged by
the Delta Plan. Impacts on each of the potentially affected resources areas
are analyzed at a program level in Sections 3 through 21 of this EIR.



Response to comment LO228-6
Please refer to Master Response 1.

Response to comment LO228-7

Please refer to Master Response 1. The proposed BDCP is a reasonably
foreseeable future project that is being evaluated by the Department of
Water Resources as the CEQA lead agency. The cumulative impacts of the
proposed Delta Plan, in combination with the impact of the proposed
BDCP, are described in EIR Sections 22 and 23.



Response to comment LO228-8
Please refer to response to comment LO228-7.



Response to comment LO228-9
Please refer to response to comment LO228-7.

Response to comment LO228-10
Please refer to response to comment LO228-7.



Response to comment LO228-11
Please refer to responses to comments LO228-5 and LO228-7.

Response to comment LO228-12

Please refer to response to comment LO228-7. As of the date of this
response, the Draft EIR for the BDCP has not yet been issued for public
review and comment.

Response to comment LO228-13

Please refer to Master Response 1.



No comments
-n/a -



Response to comment LO228-14

The Delta Plan must be reviewed at least once every five years and may be
revised as the Council deems appropriate pursuant to Water Code

section 85300(c). The study period for this EIR extends until 2030 because
many of the actions that would be implemented by other agencies in
response to the Delta Plan would be evaluated, designed, and constructed
and operating by 2030. Please refer to Subsection 1.4.1, Study Period, of
the DEIR and to Master Response 2.

Response to comment LO228-15

This EIR analyzes impacts on water supply using thresholds of
significance based on Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines. Please refer
to Subsection 3.4.2 of the DEIR.

Response to comment LO228-16

Please refer to Master Response 4.



Response to comment LO228-17

Social and economic impacts are not effects on the environment under
CEQA, and are not analyzed in the EIR (CEQA Guidelines §8 15064(e)
and 15131).

Response to comment LO228-18

Please refer to response to comment LO228-5 and Master Response 2. As
described in Section 2B of the Draft Program EIR, the Delta Stewardship
Council does not propose or contemplate directly authorizing any physical
activities, including but not limited to construction or operation of
infrastructure. Rather, through the Delta Plan, the Delta Stewardship
Council seeks to influence the actions, activities, and/or projects of other
agencies, the details of which would be under the jurisdiction and
authority of the agencies that will propose them in the future and conduct
future environmental review. Accordingly, in the absence of specific
proposed physical projects, this EIR makes a good faith effort to disclose
the potentially significant environmental effects of the types of projects
that may be encouraged by the Delta Plan and to identify program-level
mitigation measures. Impacts on each of the potentially affected resources
areas are analyzed at a program level in Sections 3 through 21 of this EIR.



Response to comment LO228-19

Section 3 of the EIR concludes that implementation of the proposed Delta
Plan and the alternatives, especially those that would expand Delta
ecosystems and floodplain areas, would increase salinity in the Delta and
that this would have a significant adverse impact on the environment.

Response to comment LO228-20

Existing water treatment plants that treat Delta water generally do not
have the ability to treat high salinity water. Blending Delta water with
other sources prior to treatment is typically not feasible because of the lack
of an alternative source of blending water and a blending facility located
upstream of the treatment plant. Groundwater, a typical source of blending
water, could require different water treatment processes than Delta water
and the groundwater wells frequently are located downstream of treatment
facilities in the treated water distribution system and in the proximity of
the end users and customers.

Response to comment LO228-21
Seismic risks are discussed in EIR Section 11, Geology and Soils.

Response to comment LO228-22
Please refer to response to comment LO288-7 and Master Response 1.



Response to comment LO228-23

The Notice of Preparation of the EIR was posted in every county and city
throughout the state in accordance with Public Resources Code

section 21092. Signed notices of receipt from each of these agencies were
received by the Delta Stewardship Council and are included in the
administrative record. The notice of preparation was submitted to the six
counties, 12 cities, and 101 local agencies that are located in whole or part
within the Delta; 170 agencies that use State Water Project and/or Central
Valley Project water; and 69 Native American tribes because at the time of
the notice of preparation it appeared that these agencies could be primarily
affected through completion of the Delta Plan.



Response to comment LO228-24
This is a comment on the project, not on the EIR.

Response to comment LO228-25

This is a comment on the project, not on the EIR. Impacts on agriculture
are discussed in EIR Section 7, Agriculture and Forestry Resources.

Response to comment LO228-26
Please refer to response to comment LO228-25.



Response to comment LO228-27
Comment noted.
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No comments

Aquatic Biological Resources - 1’1/ a-
Wetlands and Terrestrial Habitat

Surface Hydrology including Water Rights
Groundwater Hydrology

Geology and Soils

Water Quality

Seismic Stability

Aesthetics

Adr Quality, including Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Land Use (e.g. Urban, Agricultural and Industrial Uses)
Historic and Cultural Resources

Environmental Health and Safety

Public Services and Utilities

Energy and Natural Resources

Recreation

Population/Housing

Transportation/Traffic”

In addition to what was stated above with respect to alternatives, the following
effects/topics should also be throughly analyzed:

- Impacts on all aquatic and terrestrial species must be examined, not just the
BDCP covered species or other “listed” species.

- Navigation impacts.

- Impacts on the integrity of existing levees within the Delta from the construction
and operation of any isolated facility or other facilities.

- Seepage impacts on lands within the Delta from the construction and operation of
any isolated facility or other facilities,

- Evaporative water losses from any proposed creation of wetlands.

- If any increase in exports are contemplated or reasonable foreseeable, then a
thorough identification of the source of such ¢xports and examination of the full
range of potential environmental impacts from the export of such water must be
conducted.

- Growth-inducing impacts.

- Economic impacts which have the potential to result in adverse changes to the
environment, e.g., the economic impacts from a loss of farmland due to an
isolated facility and/or construction of wetlands and the decreased agricultural
production within the Delta resulting from any decrease in water quality resulting
from the operation of an isolated canal or otherwise. The potential for such
economic impacts to result in physical changes to the environment via the
abandonment of farming operations or local ability to fund levee maintenance, etc.
should be fully examined.
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