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Response to comment LO226-1  
Please refer to Master Response 2. 

Response to comment LO226-2  
Please refer to Master Response 2. 

  



 

 

Response to comment LO226-3  
 Regarding the local regional water supply projects encouraged under the 
Delta Plan, and their ability to meet demand, please see Master 
Response 5. As explained in Master Response 2, the EIR’s analysis of the 
Delta Plan’s adverse environmental impacts assumes that it will be 
successful. The EIR, however, does not directly analyze the Delta Plan’s 
ability to meet its objectives, as further explained in Master Response 3. 

Response to comment LO226-4  
The EIR acknowledges that the reduced availability of Delta water may 
cause the conversion of agricultural land to other uses (DPEIR at 7-27). 
Master Response 5 discusses this and other potential water-supply impacts 
of the Delta Plan. The Reliable Water Supply subsection of sections 3 
through 21 analyzes the impacts of the development of local and regional 
water supplies.  

  



 

 

Response to comment LO226-5  
The EIR recognizes that different approaches to local and regional supply 
development will be optimal in different geographical areas. For example, 
it explains on page 3-2 of the Recirculated Draft PEIR that recycled water 
projects are more likely than groundwater projects in Delta watershed 
areas, as the commenter notes.  

Regarding the EIR’s analysis of water supply impacts, please see the 
preceding responses to comments and Master Response 5. 

Response to comment LO226-6  
The “more natural flow regime” encouraged by the Delta Plan does not 
necessarily entail “increased instream flow requirements.” Instead, as 
further discussed in Master Response 5, such a flow regime would come 
closer than current conditions to the natural hydrograph, the ecological 
context in which native species evolved. The EIR reasonably relies on 
scientific literature in concluding that this would benefit such species.  

The project area considered in the EIR is defined by the purposes and uses 
of the Delta Plan. The project area, shown in Figure 1-1, includes the 
Delta, the Delta watershed that contributes water to the Delta, and areas 
outside of the Delta that use Delta water. This area was defined to include 
the areas of possible impacts of each alternative, as described in 
Section 2A, Introduction to Resource Sections. The EIR’s analysis of 
impacts to biological resources includes discussion of impacts upstream of 
major dams, when such impacts are foreseeable results of projects 
encouraged under the Delta Plan. For example, on page 4-62 the Draft 
PEIR discusses the impacts of reoperation on “wetlands and riparian 
communities along the edges of [upstream] reservoirs.” 

Response to comment LO226-7 
The water made available by water-use efficiency programs could be used 
in a number of ways. It could be used for instream flow or for other 
diversionary uses that provide return flow. In either of these cases, there 
would not be a significant reduction in the quantity or quality of water 
available to aquatic habitat. Alternatively, the water saved by efficiency 
programs could be used for increased consumptive uses, such as providing 
water for population growth within current general plan parameters. This 
use of the “saved” water is among the strategies for local and regional 
self-reliance encouraged by the Delta Plan. The EIR considers the impacts 



of these strategies in the Reliable Water Supply subsection of sections 3 through 21. 
The particular impacts of water-use efficiency programs will vary substantially 
among the individual agencies implementing them. The EIR could not quantify or 
provide program-specific analysis without inappropriate speculation, as discussed in 
Master Response 2. 

The EIR acknowledges that the reduced availability of Delta water may cause the 
conversion of agricultural land to other uses, a significant and unavoidable 
environmental impact. DPEIR at 7-27.  

  



 

 

Response to comment LO226-8  
As explained in Master Response 5, any altered Delta flow regime is 
likely to take into account existing needs and uses throughout the system. 
Moreover, EIR recognizes that “[c]hanges in Delta export patterns related 
to quantities or timing of Delta exports can change the volume of water in 
the local reservoirs, and thereby affect the ability to use the reservoir for 
boating and other aquatic recreational opportunities,” and concludes that 
this is a significant and unavoidable impact of the Delta Plan (RDPEIR 
at 18-3). 

Response to comment LO226-9  
Please refer to Master Response 5. 

Response to comment LO226-10  
The EIR correctly notes that most rural areas in the Delta watershed, but 
outside the Delta, are not served by municipal utilities, although the 
commenter points out an exception. The projects encouraged by the Delta 
Plan are unlikely to induce significant new demand for municipal utility 
services, as they will not include large permanent workforces or induce 
significant population growth. 



 

 

Response to comment LO226-11  
The Water Quality Improvement subsections of EIR sections 3 through 21 
evaluate the potential impacts of constructing new treatment plants for 
municipal wastewater and stormwater and agricultural runoff. As 
discussed in Master Response 2, economic impacts are not effects on the 
environment under CEQA, and are not analyzed in the EIR (CEQA 
Guidelines §§ 15064(e) and 15131). 

Response to comment LO226-12  
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 

Response to comment LO226-13  
Comment noted; the requested change would not affect the evaluation of 
impacts and determination of significance. 

Response to comment LO226-14  
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 

Response to comment LO226-15  
In response to this comment, please see text change(s) in Section 5 in this 
FEIR. 

  



 

 

Response to comment LO226-16 
Comment noted. 
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