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Response to comment LO224-1 
Comment notes. 

Response to comment LO224-2 
Please refer to the responses to comments LO224-4 to LO224-39 below. 

Response to comment LO224-3 
Comment noted. 

  



 

 

Response to comment LO224-4 
The proposed BDCP is a reasonably foreseeable future project that is 
being evaluated by the Department of Water Resources as the CEQA lead 
agency. The cumulative impacts of the proposed Delta Plan, in 
combination with the impact of the proposed BDCP, are described in EIR 
Sections 22 and 23. In addition, the Delta Plan must be reviewed at least 
once every five years and may be revised as the Council deems 
appropriate pursuant to Water Code section 85300(c). Hence, the Delta 
Plan would be amended when the BDCP is ready for incorporation. Please 
refer to Master Response 1. Section 3 of the EIR addresses impacts on 
water supply and water quality from both construction and operation of 
the type of projects that would be consistent with the Delta Plan. 

Response to comment LO224-5 
As describe in Section 3, the EIR agrees that areas such as Suisun Bay 
have become more saline than during some periods in history. See also 
Master Response 5. 

Response to comment LO224-6 
Sections 3 and 4 of the EIR discuss more variability in salinity in the Delta 
especially prior to construction of the levees and the communities in the 
Delta. See also Master Response 5. 

Response to comment LO224-7 
The results from the referenced information are consistent with the EIR’s 
description of significant adverse impacts to water quality due to the 
SWRCB water quality and flow objectives and criteria for a more natural 
flow regime and encouragement of Delta ecosystem restoration actions. 
Please refer to Master Response 5. 

Response to comment LO224-8 
Please refer to the response to comment LO224-7. As noted in the Draft 
EIR and RDEIR, it is possible that increased salinity in the western Delta 
in the summer months could cause adverse impacts to users of Delta 
water. Future, site-specific environmental analyses conducted at the time 
such projects are proposed by lead agencies will address project-level 
impacts. Nonetheless, the EIR conservatively determines that these 
impacts could be significant. 



Response to comment LO224-9 
As described in response to comment LO224-7, the results from the referenced 
information are consistent with the Delta Plan Program EIR description of 
significant adverse impacts to water quality. However, as described in Section 2B of 
the EIR and Master Response 2, the Delta Stewardship Council does not propose or 
contemplate directly authorizing any physical activities, including but not limited to 
construction or operation of infrastructure. Rather, through the Delta Plan, the Delta 
Stewardship Council seeks to influence the actions, activities, and/or projects of 
other agencies, the details of which would be under the jurisdiction and authority of 
the agencies that will propose them in the future and conduct future environmental 
review. Without specific details of future projects, it is not possible for the Delta 
Stewardship Council to develop quantitative thresholds of significance, conduct 
site-specific quantitative analyses, and design site-specific mitigation measures. 
Accordingly, in the absence of specific proposed physical projects, this EIR makes 
a good faith effort to disclose the potentially significant environmental effects of the 
types of projects that may be encouraged by the Delta Plan and to identify program-
level mitigation measures. 

Response to comment LO224-10 
Please refer to the response to comment LO224-4. 

Response to comment LO224-11 
This is a comment on the Project, not on the EIR. 

Response to comment LO224-12 
Comment noted. 

  



 

 

Response to comment LO224-13 
The term "ocean desalination" is used generically throughout the EIR to 
mean desalination of sea water with salinity that ranges from less than to 
equal to salinity in ocean water. 

Response to comment LO224-14 
The Delta Plan assumes the encouragement of local and regional water 
supplies, including water use efficiency, water recycling, desalination, and 
groundwater conjunctive use programs to meet water demands projected 
in existing general plans and in response to increased salinity in the Delta 
due to implementation of reliable water supply, Delta ecosystem 
restoration, improved water quality, and flood risk reduction actions. 
Accordingly, the impacts addressed in this comment are deemed to be less 
than significant after mitigation. See also Master Response 5. 

  



 

 

Response to comment LO224-15 
Please refer to response to comment LO224-7. 

Response to comment LO224-16 
The discussion referred to in this comment is based on text from the Fifth 
Staff Draft Delta Plan. Thus, this is a comment on the Project, not on the 
EIR. 

  



 

 

Response to comment LO224-17 
This is a comment on the Project, not on the EIR. 

Response to comment LO224-18 
Please refer to Master Response 1. 

  



 

 

Response to comment LO224-19 
This is a comment on the project, not on the EIR. 

  



 

 

Response to comment LO224-20 
Please refer to the response to comment LO224-4. 

Response to comment LO224-21 
Please refer to response to comments LO224-4 and LO224-7. The EIR 
does not include implementation of BDCP in the alternatives. Please see 
Master Response 1. 

Response to comment LO224-22 
Please refer to Master Response 5. 

  



 

 

Response to comment LO224-23 
Please refer to the response to comment LO224-6 and to Master 
Response 5. 

Response to comment LO224-24 
Comment noted. Please refer to response to comment LO224-6. 

  



 

 

Response to comment LO224-25 
The sentence referred to in this comment is stating that the salinity 
gradient is located further downstream into the western Delta, and 
therefore, the western Delta is characterized by freshwater more frequently 
than in historic conditions prior to construction of levees and communities 
in the Delta. 

Response to comment LO224-26 
Please refer to response to comment LO224-25. 

Response to comment LO224-27 
The referenced threshold of significance in table ES-1 was incorrectly 
reported. The table has been amended to read: “The level of significance 
after mitigation on page ES-10 has been amended to remain significant. 
The Proposed Project assumes the encouragement of local and regional 
water supplies, including water use efficiency, water recycling, 
desalination, and groundwater conjunctive use programs to meet water 
demands projected in existing general plans and in response to increased 
salinity in the Delta due to implementation of reliable water supply, Delta 
ecosystem restoration, improved water quality, and flood risk reduction 
actions.”  

Response to comment LO224-28 
Please refer to response to comment LO224-13. 

Response to comment LO224-29 
Please refer to response to comment LO224-7. The EIR analysis 
acknowledges that significant adverse water quality impacts would occur. 
However, the Fifth Staff Draft of the Delta Plan, the Revised Project, and 
Alternatives 1A, 2, and 3 assume that communities would be encouraged 
to implement water treatment and local and regional water supplies as part 
of the actions under these alternatives. 

  



 

 

Response to comment LO224-30 
The Delta Plan does not anticipate changes to the existing agreement 
between the State and the City of Antioch for operations of the State 
Water Project. Please refer to responses to comments LO224-7. 

Response to comment LO224-31 
Please refer to responses to comments LO224-7 and Master Response 5. 

  



 

 

Response to comment LO224-32 
Please refer to the response to comment LO224-27 and Master 
Response 5. In response to this comment, please see text changes in 
Section 5 of the FEIR.  

  



 

 

Response to comment LO224-33 
Please refer to responses to comments LO224-7 and Master Response 5. 
As described in Section 2A of the EIR, the Delta Plan and many of the 
alternatives assume that due to implementation of Proposed Project 
policies and recommendations (such as WR P1 and ER P1), water users in 
the Delta and in areas outside of the Delta that use Delta water would be 
encouraged to implement water use efficiency and conservation programs, 
recycled water programs, local water storage, and ocean desalination to 
reduce reliance on the Delta. 

  



 

 

Response to comment LO224-34 
Please refer to responses to comments LO224-7 and LO224-25 and to 
Master Response 5. 

Response to comment LO224-35 
The level of detail discussed in this comment exceeds that appropriate for 
the programmatic analysis provided in the EIR. As described in Section 
2B of the EIR and in Master Response 2, the Delta Stewardship Council 
does not propose or contemplate directly authorizing any physical 
activities, including but not limited to construction or operation of 
infrastructure. Rather, through the Delta Plan, the Delta Stewardship 
Council seeks to influence the actions, activities, and/or projects of other 
agencies, the details of which would be under the jurisdiction and 
authority of the agencies that will propose them in the future and conduct 
future environmental review. Accordingly, this EIR makes a good faith 
effort to disclose the potentially significant environmental effects of the 
types of projects that may be encouraged by the Delta Plan and to identify 
program-level mitigation measures, but it does not provide project-specific 
or necessarily location-specific details in the absence of information about 
specific projects that may be proposed in the future.  

Response to comment LO224-36 
As described in the Final Draft Delta Plan, the Delta Stewardship Council 
will be implementing an adaptive management program to develop, 
implement, and update the Delta Plan and to determine the best available 
science used in support of the Delta Plan actions. The projects described in 
other reports for Three Mile Slough, Georgiana Slough, and relocation of 
the compliance point for the agreement between the State and North Delta 
Water Agency are not defined to an adequate detail to be included in the 
cumulative impact analysis in Section 22 of the EIR. Several of these 
concepts are being evaluated in the BDCP, a cumulative project discussed 
in Sections 22 and 23 of the EIR. 

  



 

 

Response to comment LO224-37 
Please refer to the response to comment LO224-4. 

  



 

 

Response to comment LO224-38 
Please refer to the response to comment LO224-4. 

Response to comment LO224-39 
Please refer to the response to comment LO224-4. 
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