LO213 PCWA

Response to comment LO213-1
Comment noted.

Response to comment LO213-2

Please refer to Master Response 1. The impacts of the proposed Delta Plan
on water supply and water reliability are analyzed in Section 3.0, Water
Resources, of the RDEIR.



Response to comment LO213-3

Please refer to Master Response 1, regarding the project description,
which is the entire draft Delta Plan, not just the policies and
recommendations.

Response to comment LO213-4

The definition of a covered action is established by the Delta Reform Act,
Water Code section 85057.5, and is summarized in subsection 2.1.2 of the
Draft Program EIR. Please refer to Master Response 1.

Response to comment LO213-5

Section 3 of the RDEIR contains an evaluation of potential impacts on
water supply reliability, including diversion of water under existing water
rights to meet existing water demands and growth in adopted general
plans. Neither the Delta Reform Act nor the Delta Plan affects water rights
(Water Code 88 85031, 85032(i)). Please see Master Response 5 for
further discussion of the EIR’s analysis of the protections for exiting water
uses and users. These protections are included in all of the alternatives
analyzed in the EIR.



Response to comment LO213-6

Policy WR P1 and recommendation WR R5 were amended in the Final
Draft Delta Plan, which is analyzed in the RDEIR. WR P1 was
substantially reorganized, and would apply to proposed actions to export,
transfer, or use water from the Delta. WR R5 recommends that the
Department of Water Resources, in consultation with the Council and
others, develop guidelines for the preparation of a water supply reliability
element so that water suppliers can begin implementation of WR R4 to
include information on planned investments in water conservation and
water supply development in updates of urban water management plans
and agricultural water management plans. WR R3, which is similar to
WR R5 in the Fifth Draft Delta Plan, recommends the State Water
Resources Control Board to evaluate water right applications for
consistency with the existing constitutional principle of reasonable and
beneficial use, and other provisions of California law. As described in
RDEIR Section 2, actions that would be encouraged to reduce reliance on
the Delta include a wide range of actions, including water use efficiency
and water conservation, local and regional water supplies (such as
recycled wastewater and stormwater projects), ocean desalination, and
water transfers, especially in areas located outside of the Delta that use
Delta water.

Response to comment LO213-7
Please refer to response to comment LO213-8 and Master Response 5.



Response to comment LO213-8

As described on page 2A-39, Lines 38 through 40, of the Draft Program
EIR and Master Response 5, it is anticipated that implementation of
updated water quality and flow objectives by the State Water Resources
Control Board (SWRCB) could increase Delta outflow, reduce current
reverse flow conditions in the south Delta, increase flows in restored Delta
floodplains, and result in a more “natural flow regime” in the Delta.
Neither the Delta Plan nor the SWRCB’s flow objectives will affect water
rights. Following the adoption of its flow objectives, the SWRCB will
engage in a further public proceeding, including complete environmental
review, concerning implementation of the objectives, which may include
altering water rights. Please see Master Response 5 for further discussion
of the EIR’s analysis of the updated flow objectives and the protections for
exiting water uses and users.



Response to comment LO213-9

Alternative 1B does not include the same aggressive schedule to complete
the Delta water quality improvement actions as the proposed Delta Plan.
This slower schedule could result in more water supplies for areas outside
the Delta that use Delta water (SWP and CVP water users) because of
delayed implementation of revised flow objectives that would be more
protective of public trust resources, as described in Section 2A and
Appendix C of the Draft Program EIR.

Response to comment LO213-10
Please refer to the response to comment LO213-9.



Response to comment LO213-11

Policy WR P1 has been amended in the Final Draft Delta Plan, which is
analyzed in the RDEIR. In summary, policy WR P1 now states that water
shall not be exported from, transferred through, or used in the Delta under
conditions that include failure of water suppliers to contribute to reduced
reliance on the Delta and to improve regional self reliance. The full text of
WR P1 can be found in RDEIR, Appendix C, Table C-11, page C-3, and
Final Draft Delta Plan, page 108. Recommendation WR R1 also has been
amended in the Final Draft Delta Plan. In summary, recommendation

WR R1 now recommends that all water suppliers should implement
applicable water efficiency and water management laws, including urban
water management plans. The full text of WR R1 can be found in RDEIR,
Appendix C, Table C-12, page C-12, and Final Draft Delta Plan, page 109.
Completion of Urban Water Management Plans is not mandatory unless a
water agency requires approvals or funding from a state agency. The
inclusion of provisions also would require completion of Urban Water
Management Plans for projects that needed to be consistent with the Delta
Plan.

Response to comment LO213-12

Please refer to Master Response 3 and Section 25, Comparison of
Alternatives, of the RDEIR.



Response to comment LO213-13
Please refer to responses LO213-1 to LO213-12.
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