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Response to comment LO191-1 
Comment noted. 

Response to comment LO191-2 
Please refer to Master Response 2. The comment regarding covered 
actions is a comment on the project, not on the EIR. Please refer to Master 
Response 1. 

  



 

 

Response to comment LO191-3  
Please refer to Master Response 5. “More natural flow regime” is 
discussed on pages 136-142 and 155-156 of the Final Draft Delta Plan and 
on pages 2A-38 through 2A-39 and section 4 of the Draft Program EIR. 

Response to comment LO191-4  
The term "Delta water" as used in the EIR refers to water within the Delta 
and the water diverted directly from within the Legal Delta, as described 
in Section 1 of the EIR. The EIR analyzes all impacts of the Delta Plan’s 
policies and recommendations, including those that may occur in the 
Delta, the Delta watershed, and areas outside the Delta that use water 
diverted from or transferred through the Delta. 

Response to comment LO191-5  
As described in Section 2B of the Draft Program EIR, the Delta 
Stewardship Council does not propose or contemplate directly authorizing 
construction or operation of any physical activities. Rather, through the 
Delta Plan, the Delta Stewardship Council seeks to influence the actions, 
activities, and/or projects of other agencies, including local and regional 
water supply projects. The Reliable Water Supply subsection of each of 
sections 3 through 21 discusses the impacts of the construction and 
operation of such projects. 

  



 

 

Response to comment LO191-6  
The Recirculated Draft EIR restated the Delta Plan’s objectives as 
“Furthering achievement of the coequal goals and the eight “inherent” 
objectives, in a manner that 1) furthers the statewide policy to reduce 
reliance on the Delta in meeting the state’s future water supply needs 
through regional self- reliance, 2) is consistent with specific statutory 
content requirements for the Delta Plan, 3) is implementable in a 
comprehensive, concurrent, and interrelated fashion, and 4) is 
accomplished as rapidly as realistically possible without jeopardizing 
ultimate success” (RDEIR at ES-4). Regarding the Delta Stewardship 
Council’s consideration of the Delta Plan’s ability to meet the coequal 
goals, please refer to Master Response 3. 

Response to comment LO191-7  
Delta Plan Recommendation ER R1 recommends that the SWRCB adopt 
and implement flow objectives for the Delta by 2014 and for high-priority 
Delta tributaries by 2018. The purpose and necessity of this policy is the 
subject of Chapter 4 of the Delta Plan, not this EIR. The EIR assumes, as 
CEQA requires, that the Delta Plan’s policies and recommendations will 
be successfully implemented, and analyzes the environmental impacts of 
such implementation. Alternatives 1A and 1B include a policy and 
recommendation, respectively, related to Delta flow, but neither 
recommends that the SWRCB adopt flow objectives on the same 
aggressive schedule as ER R1, as further explained in Master Response 3. 
The analysis of those alternatives thus did not assume the success of the 
SWRCB’s flow objectives efforts. The EIR’s analysis of the No Project 
Alternative considers the environmental results of a failure to adopt the 
recommended flow objectives. 

Response to comment LO191-8  
Please refer to Master Response 2. 



 

 

Response to comment LO191-9  
As explained in Master Response 4, the Delta Plan’s policies and 
recommendations encouraging the development of local and regional 
water supplies are part of the Project, not mitigation measures. The 
environmental impacts of such projects are discussed in the Reliable 
Water Supply subsection of each of sections 3 through 21 of the EIR. 

Response to comment LO191-10  
Please refer to response to comment LO191-9. 

Response to comment LO191-11  
Please refer to response to comment LO191-9. 

Response to comment LO191-12  
Please refer to Master Response 2. 

  



 

 

Response to comment LO191-13  
Please refer to Master Response 2. 

Response to comment LO191-14  
The EIR is not tiering from the analogous projects. Rather, the analogous 
EIRs and/or EISs from similar projects provide analogous information 
about potential impacts of future projects to be implemented by other 
agencies and entities and encouraged under the Delta Plan. Please refer to 
Master Response 2. 

Response to comment LO191-15  
The Delta Plan was not developed to be used for future tiered 
environmental documents. Please refer to Master Response 2. 

Response to comment LO191-16  
Please refer to Master Response 2. 

  



 

 

Response to comment LO191-17  
Comment noted. 
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