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Drought and the Delta: An Update on Dry Year Conditions and Drought 
Impacts on the Reliability of California’s Water Supplies and the Delta Ecosystem 
 
 
Summary:  A panel of experts from the Department of Water Resources, Department of 
Fish and Wildlife, State Water Resources Control Board, the California Farm Water 
Coalition, and the Council’s Delta Science Program will discuss current drought 
conditions, how these conditions are affecting the fish and wildlife of the Delta, 
emergency measures being put in place to respond to the drought, and the implications 
for agriculture that depends on water from the Delta and its watershed. 
 
 
Background 
 
This is the fourth in a series of presentations to provide the Council with information to 
better understand how current conditions impact the Delta and the coequal goals. At its 
January meeting, the Council heard from representatives of the Department of Water 
Resources (DWR), the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), US Bureau of 
Reclamation, and the Water Form about dry year water conditions, drought emergency 
preparations, water project operations in the Delta, and the impacts to urban water 
users in metropolitan Sacramento.  
 
These presentations may, over the course of the dry period, suggest actions that could 
be taken to improve the reliability of water supplies or protect the Delta ecosystem now 
or during future dry years. These may provide the basis for the Council to make 
recommendations to agencies that manage water supplies or the Delta ecosystem, for 
referrals to the Delta Plan implementation committee, or for future updates of the Delta 
Plan. 
 
Today’s Briefing 
 
At today’s meeting Bill Croyle, DWR’s drought manager, will update the Council on 
current drought conditions and the coordination of drought emergency response 
measures with other agencies. Carl Wilcox, Department of Fish and Wildlife, will 
describe dry year effects on the Delta’s wildlife and fish and the value of CALFED Bay-
Delta era investments in mitigating those impacts. Craig Wilson, the SWRCB’s Delta 
Watermaster will report on SWRCB water quality and water rights actions to respond to 
the drought. A representative of the California Farm Water Coalition will report on the 
drought’s effects on irrigated agriculture that depends on water from the Delta and its 
watershed. Finally, staff from the Council’s Delta Science Program will explain how 
environmental monitoring of the Delta is helping guide real-time water operations during 
the drought, and suggest opportunities for research during the drought to improve 
understanding of the Delta.  
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During the panel’s presentation or in follow up discussion, the Council may wish to 
consider these questions: 
 
 Which Delta Plan policies and recommendations are most relevant to the drought 

response, and how can the Council encourage action on them? 
 How can the effects of the drought on water users and the Delta be tracked and 

reported in order to understand and apply its lessons to improve water and 
environmental management? 

 
Contact 
 
Dan Ray         Phone:  (916) 445-4294 
Chief Deputy Executive Officer 


