
ER R2, Prioritize and Implement Projects that Restore Delta Habitat 

 

Bay Delta Conservation Plan implementers, Department of Fish and Wildlife, Department 
of Water Resources, and the Delta Conservancy should prioritize and implement habitat 
restoration projects in the areas shown in Figure 4-8. Habitat restoration projects should 
ensure connections between areas being restored and existing habitat areas and other 
elements of the landscape needed for the full life cycle of the species that will benefit from 
the restoration project. Where possible, restoration projects should also emphasize the 
potential for improving water quality. Restoration project proponents should consult the 
California Department of Public Health’s Best Management Practices for Mosquito Control 
in California. 

 
 Yolo Bypass. Enhance the ability of the Yolo Bypass to flood more frequently 

to provide more opportunities for migrating fish, especially Chinook salmon, to 
use this system as a migration corridor that is rich in cover and food.  

 Cache Slough Complex. Create broad nontidal, freshwater, emergent plant-
dominated wetlands that grade into tidal freshwater wetlands, and shallow 
subtidal and deep open water habitats. Also, return a significant portion of the 
region to uplands with vernal pools and grasslands.  

 Cosumnes River–Mokelumne River confluence. Allow these unregulated 
and minimally regulated rivers to flood over their banks during winter and spring 
frequently and regularly to create seasonal floodplains and riparian habitats 
that grade into tidal marsh and shallow subtidal habitats.  

 Lower San Joaquin River floodplain. Reconnect the floodplain and restore 
more natural flows, to stimulate food webs that support native species. 
Integrate habitat restoration with flood management actions, when feasible.  

 Suisun Marsh. Restore significant portions of Suisun Marsh to brackish marsh 
with land-water interactions to support productive, complex food webs to which 
native species are adapted and to provide space to adapt to rising sea level 
action. Use information from adaptive management processes during the 
Suisun Marsh Habitat Management, Preservation, and Restoration Plan’s 
implementation to guide future habitat restoration projects and to inform future 
tidal marsh management.  

 Western Delta/Eastern Contra Costa County.  Restore tidal marsh and 
channel margin habitat at Dutch Slough and western islands to support food 
webs and provide habitat for native 
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