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Delta Plan Interagency Implementation Committee 
 

 

Summary: This report provides an update on the development of the Delta Plan 
Interagency Implementation Committee (DPIIC) as required by the Delta Reform Act, 
Chapter 2 of the Delta Plan, and prior Council direction.  Staff offers revisions to 
proposals from the November Council meeting, per Council direction, for Council 
consideration to advance the launch of the DPIIC. 
 
Requested Action:  Endorse the revised draft Committee charge and affirm those key 
agencies with primary responsibility for Delta Plan implementation as the core 
membership of the DPIIC.  
 

 
Recommendation 
 
In order to proceed with the launch of the Delta Plan Interagency Implementation 
Committee (DPIIC) (Water Code Section 85204), staff recommends the Council: 

1. endorse the charge as revised,  
2. affirm core membership of the DPIIC as provided, and 
3. grant the DPIIC Chair, in consultation with the core members, discretion to add 

to the core membership as necessary and appropriate to achieve success and 
effectiveness.  

 
Background 
 
Pursuant to Water Code Section 85240, the Delta Stewardship Council must “establish 
and oversee a committee of agencies responsible for implementing the Delta Plan” and 
“each agency shall coordinate its actions pursuant to the Delta Plan with the Council 
and other relevant agencies.” This includes fostering engagement, cooperation and 
coordination with the federal agencies with responsibilities in the Delta and 
implementation of the Delta Plan.  
  
The Secretaries of the California Natural Resources Agency (CNRA), Department of 
Food and Agriculture (CDFA), and the California Environmental Protection Agency 
(CalEPA), on behalf of the Administration, jointly released a public review draft of the 
California Water Action Plan on Oct. 31, 2013, recognizing the “critical juncture for water 
policy in California”, identifying key actions that “address urgent needs and provide the 
foundation for sustainable management of California’s water resources” including 
achieving the coequal goals for the Delta by implementing the Delta Plan and directing 
“all of the relevant agencies to fully participate in the Implementation Committee 
established by the Delta Stewardship Council”. 
 
Charge to the Delta Plan Interagency Implementation Committee 
 
Pursuant to Water Code Section 85204, the Delta Plan Interagency Implementation 
Committee (DPIIC) will contribute to Delta Plan implementation through coordinated 
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action of implementing agencies to further achievement of the coequal goals.  Council 
members have expressed a desire to guide the Committee's focus and development. 
The revised draft charge to the DPIIC reflects the recommendations of the Council at 
the November Council meeting. (See Attachment).  The charge to the DPIIC is intended 
to provide the foundation for a committee structure that will best support strategic 
interagency collaboration.  
 
Delta Plan Interagency Implementation Committee - Recommended Core 
Membership 
 
The law provides that the DPIIC shall be made up of government agencies with 
particular duties to carry out the Delta Plan’s policies and recommendations.  The 
Council, in adopting the Delta Plan in May 2013, identified 21 agencies for membership 
of the Implementation Committee and anticipated including “federal, local, and State 
agency representatives as dictated by the specific matter or subject area in the Delta 
Plan”. (See Chapter 2 of Delta Plan, pp. 42-43).  
 
As discussed by the Council at its November 2013 meeting, there is a need to identify a 
smaller, more manageable core membership within the Committee due to the 
administrative, coordination, and efficiency challenges posed by too large and 
undefined a group. The following agencies are identified as essential to the 
implementation of the 73 Delta Plan recommendations because of their Lead and 
Supporting Agency status, responsibility for multiple areas of the Plan, and ability to 
provide leadership, resources, staff and funding to collaborative implementation efforts. 
Their participation and attendance will be imperative for the effectiveness, efficiency and 
continuity of the DPIIC.  
 
Natural Resources Agency: 
 Department of Water Resources 

Department of Fish & Wildlife 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy 

California Environmental Protection Agency: 
 State Water Resources Control Board 
California Department of Food and Agriculture  
Delta Stewardship Council (including the Lead Scientist) 
Delta Protection Commission 
US Department of Interior: 
 Bureau of Reclamation 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration: 
 National Marine Fisheries Service 
US Fish & Wildlife Service 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
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As issues change or new developments arise, the core membership may be 
supplemented as appropriate with members listed in the Delta Plan. Additionally, the 
DPIIC Chair should be given discretion to work with the agenda and make 
determinations accordingly as to other additional agency contributions. 
 
Staff will work closely with the core members to assist the Council in determining the 
first formal meeting of the DPIIC, establishing an effective committee structure and 
initiating an ongoing effort to unify the many approaches to achieving the coequal goals. 
Staff will continue to work with these agencies and other implementing agencies and 
stakeholders to determine best approaches to ensuring the effectiveness of the DPIIC 
and to identify ways the Council may add value to the agency implementation process. 
 
During the creation of the Delta Plan, the Council continually demonstrated its 
commitment to open and transparent processes as an essential component of good 
governance. Staff recommends continued commitment to this approach as it would 
apply to the DPIIC. Meetings of the formal DPIIC will be noticed and open to the public 
in order to encourage participation by other agencies or stakeholders interested in Delta 
Plan implementation.  
 
List of Attachments 
 
Attachment 1:  Delta Stewardship Council’s Charge to the DPIIC Core Membership 
 
Contact 
 
Taryn Ravazzini, Coordinator     Phone:  (916) 445-0134 
Delta Plan Implementation Committee 


