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Delta Science Plan 
 
 
Summary: Dr. Peter Goodwin, Lead Scientist for the Delta Science Program, will 
present a preview of the second complete draft of the Delta Science Plan. This plan is in 
response to a recommendation in the Delta Plan (Recommendation G R1). Delta 
Science Program staff received extensive comments on the first draft from agencies, 
programs, organizations, science and stakeholder leaders, and the Delta Independent 
Science Board. This item is informational to introduce Council Members to the 
comments received on the First Draft and the major changes between the First and 
Second Drafts. A detailed presentation of the second draft will be provided to the 
Council at its September meeting, after which staff will seek comments and direction 
from the Council.  
 
 
Introduction 
 
Dr. Goodwin presented the first draft Delta Science Plan at the June 27, 2013 Council 
meeting. Public comment was solicited through the Delta Science Program website with 
comments requested  by July 18, 2013. The Delta Science Program received 29 
comment letters which were broken down by staff into a list of 934 individual comments.  
Comments were also received in a memorandum from the Delta Independent Science 
Board (Attachment 2) and in meetings with various individuals and groups including the 
Interagency Ecological Program, Bay Delta Conservation Plan, and federal agency work 
groups.  
  
The Second Draft 
 
Working from the first draft Delta Science Plan, Delta Science Program staff made  
changes in response to the many and thoughtful comments received. Significant 
changes include: 
 

 Clarified problem statements 
 Identification of entities with primary responsibility and participation roles for 

implementing actions 
 Clarifications and changes to structures: 

1. A Policy-Science Forum with an Executive Committee (rotating 
membership) replaces the Policy-Science Team 

2. A Science Steering Committee replaces the Science Synthesis Team 
3. Enabling and identifying resources for focused science synthesis 

 An explicit mechanism for managing scientific conflict 
 Highlighting improved ways to provide scientific information through a web-based 

tracking system of Delta Science activities 
 Details on structuring science to support integrated adaptive management  
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Next Steps 
 

 A detailed presentation of the second draft will be provided to the Council at its 
September meeting.  

 Additional public comments received by September 16 will be included in the 
discussion at the September meeting. 

 The final draft Delta Science Plan will be presented to the Council at its October 
meeting. 

 

Public comments are welcome during the entire Delta Science Plan development 
process. For public comment on the Second Draft Delta Science Plan to be considered 
for incorporation in the Final Draft Delta Science Plan, comments must be received 
no later than Monday, September 16, 2013.  

At each stage of the development of the Delta Science Plan, the Delta Lead Scientist 
will publicly present the latest draft to the Council for the purpose of receiving 
information and comments from the Council and the public. 
 
List of Attachments 
 
Attachment 1:  Second Draft Delta Science Plan 
Attachment 2:  Delta Independent Science Board Comments on the First Draft Delta 
Science Plan  
 
Contact 
 
Dr. Peter Goodwin       Phone:  (916) 445-0463 
Lead Scientist 
 


