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Report from the State Water Resources Control Board’s Delta Watermaster on 

(1) Gates and Barriers in the Delta, and (2) Actions to Conserve Cold Water Pool in 
Shasta Reservoir for Fishery Resources 

 
 
Summary: Craig M. Wilson, Delta Watermaster will present a report on the use of gates 
and barriers in the Delta.  He will also discuss recent actions regarding the unprecedented 
dry conditions in the Sacramento Valley and needed actions to protect Shasta Reservoir’s 
cold water pool for fisheries purposes. 
 
 
Background 
 
The State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board), as the State’s principal 
water resources regulatory agency, has statutory authority to help implement and enforce 
many types of regulatory policies and recommendations that are included in the Delta Plan. 
California Water Code Section 85320 (d) directs the State’s Delta Watermaster to submit 
regular reports to the State Water Board and to the Council on water issues.  
 
Craig Wilson, the Delta Watermaster, has recently drafted a report that was presented to 
the State Water Board on April 23, 2013 entitled: Gates and Barriers in the Delta. The report 
addresses: 1) use of existing gates and barriers to control flows, water quality and fish 
movement in the Delta; 2) reoperation and modification of existing gates and barriers; and 
3) proposals for additional gates and barriers.  The report calls for prioritization of projects 
based on their effects on water quality, fish protection, and boating and navigation. 
 
In addition, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and California Department of Water Resources 
recently contacted the State Water Board regarding the unprecedented dry conditions in the 
Sacramento Valley and actions needed to protect Shasta Reservoir’s cold water pool 
resources for fisheries purposes.  The Delta Watermaster responded, setting forth specific 
actions for the Bureau and the Department.  
 
Mr. Wilson will brief the Council on these matters and engage in a discussion with Council 
members. 
 
List of Attachments  
 
Attachment 1:  Gates and Barriers in the Delta Report 
Attachment 2:  PowerPoint Presentation 
Attachment 3:  May 29, 2013 Response Letter from Craig Wilson, Delta Watermaster 
 
Contact  
 
Mark Bradley         Phone:  (916) 445-0143  
Senior Engineer, Water Resources 

980 9th Street, Suite 1500 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
www.deltacouncil.ca.gov 


