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Lead Scientist’s Report 
 

Summary: This report covers four items: 1) highlights from the latest issue of the San 
Francisco Estuary and Watershed Journal; 2) an overview of California Water and 
Environmental Modeling Forum (CWEMF) Annual Meeting and the Interagency 
Ecological Program (IEP) Annual Workshop; 3) a summary of current numbers relevant 
to Delta water and environmental management; and 4) the recommendations provided 
to the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on the Bay-Delta Plan Phase 2 
Update. 
 

 
Latest Issue of the San Francisco Estuary and Watershed Science (SFEWS) 
Journal 
In April 2013, the SFEWS journal published its first issue of the year. The issue included 
three standard research articles. The article topics include subsidence reversal and 
levee failure as they relate to aquatic habitat restoration, a selenium model for the San 
Francisco Bay-Delta Regional Ecosystem Restoration Implementation Plan, and the 
migration patterns of juvenile salmon in the Delta. To access the latest issue of the 
SFEW S journal visit: http://escholarship.org/uc/jmie_sfews  
  
California Water and Environmental Modeling Forum (CWEMF) Annual Meeting 
and Interagency Ecological Program (IEP) Annual Workshop 
This year, CWEMF is hosting its 13th annual meeting under the theme “Modeling to 
Make a Difference” from April 22-April 24 at the Lake Natoma Inn in Folsom, CA. 
CWEMF is a non-profit, non-partisan organization whose mission is to increase the 
usefulness of conceptual and mathematical models for analyzing California’s water-
related problems. The meeting will include a brainstorming session on CWEMF’s role in 
the Delta Science Plan on April 23. 
 
In addition, CWEMF will be holding a joint plenary session with the IEP on April 24 
focusing on ecosystem restoration modeling, which will commence the IEP Annual 
Workshop (April 24-26, at the same location).The IEP is a collaborative group of 10 
member agencies (three state, six federal and one non-governmental) working together 
to develop a better understanding of the Bay-Delta estuary’s ecology and the effects of 
the State Water Project and Federal Central Valley Project operations on the system. 
The workshop will consist of a diverse range of ecological topics and is the focal point 
for IEP activities. 
CWEMF Annual Meeting: http://www.water.ca.gov/iep/activities/workshop.cfm 
IEP Annual Workshop: http://cwemf.org/Activities/annualmtg.htm: 
 
By the Numbers 
Sea Grant State Fellow Emily Mortazavi will present a summary of current numbers 
related to Delta water and environmental management. The summary will inform the 
Council of recent counts, measurements and monitoring figures driving water and 
environmental management issues (e.g., Delta smelt cumulative salvage (fish caught) 
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at the Central Valley and State Water Project pumps and the percent of average 
precipitation.)  
 
Recommendations for the SWRCB Bay-Delta Plan Phase 2 Update 
On April 9, 2013, Dr. Peter Goodwin and Sam Harader provided recommendations to 
the SWRCB on the next steps for science to inform the Bay-Delta Plan Phase 2 Update, 
following up on the three fall 2012 workshops. The recommendation for focused science 
workshops on Delta flows and nutrient criteria development were well received. Water 
Board and Delta Science Program staff will continue to work together on bringing the 
best available science into the Bay-Delta Plan update process. For more information on 
this phase of SWRCB’s update of Delta water quality and flow standards visit:    
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/bay_delta/comp_revi
ew.shtml 
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